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Introduction 

I will be conducting a research to find out how does virtual learning affect students at university. Also, in order to gather more information, I will conduct both primary and secondary data research about how does online learning impact upon student’s efficiency in learning. The results will give us a good understanding about the effects of virtual learning. 

However, throughout this assignment I will also explain how to properly research for data by showing my research task as an example. 

Data Research 

Firstly, for this research task I have made a questionnaire which I will use to ask around 20 students at the university about their opinion of virtual learning. This method will ensure me original data and various results coming from different perspectives. 

In order to properly research relevant information upon specific subjects you will have to know where to look and how to filter the fake data from the real data. For this you will have to check various different sources and see if any variables match, also there are specific websites which contain information checked by professionals.

As a next step, I will use secondary data from various sources like the internet or books. Online you can find a lot of forums where people tell their opinion on different subjects, as I was searching for opinions about online learning, I’m glad to say that the majority of answers were positive and thankful for the large variety of information that’s available online. 

However, I did find negative opinions as well and I was intrigues to read them, most of the people that were complaining are elderly who seem a bit confused about how to access and use technology. Even so, they were surprised about how technology works and recommended to programme it easier to use. 

At this point from the information I have gathered we can see that the majority of people enjoy online learning and use it in order to gain useful information for specific subjects. 


Analysis of Primary Data 

The source for my primary data was the questionnaire from where I was able to get answers from different perspective, getting to understand how a bigger group of people feel towards virtual learning rather than just one individual. 

The first step was to make a few easy questions with variable answers that would result in giving me information based on what impact does virtual learning have on them. Questions have to be clear in order to gain the specific information needed rather than details. 

The second step was to make a table and include all the questions with variables inside, then I’ve made 20 copies and for each paper I have interviewed a random student from the university campus. To be honest I was expecting to get different answers, but most of the people answered the same as every student from university that I asked agreed upon using virtual learning as a source of documentation for studying.

As answers from the students for my first question where individuals described their opinion towards as ‘Helpful to have as a guide to study.’ This clearly showed that everyone appreciated the accessibility of online learning, information that can be accessed from any place using a device and internet connection. Also, all students said that they use online sources as additional to class lessons, this gives them a better understanding upon the subject being able to study in more detail. 

There have been 4 people saying that sometimes is complicated to access virtual learning sites like Moodle as the connection of the website is very bad and also sometimes the website is down and not available to access. Is good to depend on virtual learning for secondary information but is always better to have an additional plan for any case scenario where equipment might break or university sites are not available for access. However, every student said that they use online learning for information as often as possible. This is primarily because of the fact that the information is checked and confirmed to be true. 

Also, students have been saying how virtual learning is many times more cost effective as there is no need to travel, every individual has a smartphone to use when needing to access online learning. The cost of books, pencils or any other equipment needed for class learning is decreasing a lot, so these advantages show why so many students choose to use virtual learning in order to study. 



Questionnaire 

	What is your opinion towards online learning?
	Helpful to have as a guide to studying.
	Complicated and hard to understand, not worth the time. 

	What age group do you categorise you in?
	
18-35
	
36+

	How useful is virtual learning compared to in class learning?
	It is useful to use as a guide for studying in additional to lesson material.
	I prefer to get my information from class lessons.

	Would you say that online learning is complicated to access?
	
Yes
	
No

	How often do you use virtual learning as a source for studying?
	Every time I need to get information for my studies. 
	On rare occasions as I use secondary data from different sources.

	Would you recommend virtual learning as a study guide for others?
	
Yes
	
No

	Is online learning more cost effective?
	
Yes
	
No





Analysis of Secondary Data 

The sources I have used for my secondary data research are online websites, books and Moodle. 
There are various positive and negative impacts virtual learning has upon students, but these depend upon the amount of time this is done. 

The positive impacts virtual learning has on students is the facts that students are able to access information much easier, from any location at any time. Also, it gives students a more detailed understanding upon a specific subject as they have different examples and proofs supporting their explanations accompanied by data charts which make it easier to understand. Even so, being able to access data as you wish is one of the main positive impacts as it saves a lot of time for students. 
A much larger content of data is available through the use of online learning, information that you can look at whenever you need. Since online courses for obtaining degrees have been available universities lost a lot of students who left as the price for paying University Fees are quite high. 

From the information gathered in my secondary data research, students feel negative impacts from learning online. If this is this is done on a short term then the impact will be small, but if the student is doing a degree that takes around 3 years to complete and all lessons will be taken online the impact will be felt on a much larger scale. 

Firstly, the student does not get the opportunity to work in groups as much so their communication skills will improve much harder. Socialising will be at a much smaller scale as students do not meet face to face at the university campus anymore, they just greet each other’s through video cameras or many times they just hear each other voices through the microphone

The use of books decreases more and more as students choose virtual learning, the traditional way of studying through the use of books becomes boring for many students and they choose to only use online sources.  

Conclusion

The results from this research showed me that virtual learning is a key component for students’ success, being more time efficient will give you a boost in the ‘race’ of obtaining information. 

Also, these results showed us that students agree upon the use of online resources for studying, combining information obtained from the class and then spending time to research more details will give students a very good understanding upon a subject. Without having to go at a public library or losing time by having to travel at another location, but just by searching on the phone time has been effectively used. Every individual asked recommended the use of virtual learning and said they would convince others to try. 

Faulty equipment can make online learning very difficult in different case scenarios. Having a bad internet connection or faulty equipment will just make you lose time and if for example your laptop shuts down because of the battery level while you are writing an essay, you will lose all the data collected. Always remember to save your work. 


Reasons for recommending the use of virtual learning 

When asking students, the reasons for recommending the use of online learning I have been offered simple and logical answers. 

· First reason for recommending is the fact that information is useful in life, you should never refuse to check another source of information especially when this is certified and verified by professionals ensuring that the most relevant information is passed. 

· Technology makes it very easy for students to access websites where they can find answers for any subject. Smartphones are the best way of using technology as a tool for learning, every student owns a smartphone which can use to access any website on the internet. 

· Learning online will help you understand from a different perspective supporting their explanations with evidence which can be written, charts with data or videos where you get to actually see examples.

· Students will be able to access the lesson material in case that they need to go over it again for a better understanding.
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