UWSTD PG Art & Design short course EAP

Verb Tenses: their form and usage
Below is a simplified time line. The verb tenses (active form) are shown in relation to the line, from the past, through the present (NOW), to the future.
                                                                        ._________Present simple__ ________.
                                                                                               He writes books.
Past perfect                            Past simple                  Present continuous
He had written it before.    He wrote it last week.     He is writing now.      
                                                                         Present perfect   NOW   Future simple                                          Future perfect
                                                                       He has written it.                      He will write it next week.          He will have written it by next year.
_PAST____________________________.________________________________FUTURE>
Past perfect continuous                    Past continuous
He had been writing it for hours.    He was  writing when she arrived.
                                                            Present perfect continuous             Future continuous                        Future perfect continuous
                                                           He has been writing for the         He will be writing the essay      By July I will have been writing my thesis
                                                          last 3 hours.                                     during the vacation.                   for 6 months.

Below is a list of the PASSIVE verb forms in a variety of tenses:
Present simple: Many books are written every year.                                                             Present continuous: It is being written at the present time.                                                           Present perfect: The book has been written to complete the set.                                       Present perfect continuous (not used in a passive form)
Past simple: The article was written last week.                                                                             Past continuous: It was being written when he was abroad last year.                                                                            Past perfect: The book had been written before he returned.                                                                                       Past perfect continuous (not used in a passive form)
Future simple: It will be written next week.                                                                                      Future perfect: The book will have been written by the end of next year.                              Future continuous tenses ( not used in the passive form)
When you are trying to decide which verb form to use, you need to look at the context of the sentence and take note of the following:
1. Singular or plural 
2. Active or passive
3. The correct tense: past, present or future. 
4. The correct form of the verb…..with auxiliary verbs such as is / are / was / were / has / have / has been / have been / will / will be / will have been etc. and also with participles if necessary such as ……ing / …..ed / IRREGULAR participles (see saw SEEN, write wrote WRITTEN). 
5. Any vocabulary which will help you to decide which tense to use, for example:        Last week (past tense)……                                                                                                         Recently, ………….(present perfect)                                                                                                     By +  future date (future perfect) etc.
6. Use of MODAL verbs e.g. can/ may/ might/ could etc. with the ROOT form of the verb



Exercise 1
Complete the following sentences by selecting the correct ACTIVE form  of the verb in brackets,  and the right tense. 
a) In recent years there ……………………………(be) an increase in unemployment.
b) They ……………………………………………( complete) the extension by the end of next year. 
c) They …………………………….( come) to Britain in 2007.
d) After he …………..………………….(choose) the team, he appointed a leader.
e) Prices …………………………..(rise) at the moment because of the economic situation.
f) We hope all the students ………………………………( pass) their exams  next term.
g) The committee members ……….…………………………( discuss) the situation all day, and 
h) by 6.00pm this evening they …………………………….( work) on the problem for 10 hours.
i) The President …………………………………(talk) to his wife when the visitors arrived.
j) Next week, while she is writing her thesis , he …………………………………(collect) data for his PhD.



Exercise 2
Complete the following sentences by selecting the correct PASSIVE form of the verb in brackets, and the right tense.
a) The papers ……………………………………..(steal) yesterday.
b) It is hoped that by midnight, the votes …………………………………………… (count).
c) The water level ……………………………………(measure) every day.
d) The operation ………………………………( perform) later today.
e) The lecture …………………………………………(deliver) at the moment.
f) The rise in unemployment in recent months ……………………………………..….(cause)
by the economic policies of the government.
g) His remarks ………………………………………(record) whilst he was speaking on the phone.
h) He made the wrong decision because he ………………………………( not give) all the facts.
i) The International Space Station …………………………………..(can see sometimes) at night.
j) When all the data ………………………………….(collect) the final draft …………………..(write).

Exercise 3
Correct the verb tenses in the following text:
Rochdale is long been known as a market town. It situates among the foothills of the Pennines in the north of England. It is once a major producer of cloth, in fact, in the 18th century, it had described as being home to many wealthy merchants, who will set up their businesses there because of the wool trade. Over the years, Rochdale is producing many famous faces, includes former Member of Parliament, Cyril Smith, who serves the town from 1972 until he had retired in 1992.                                                                                                Today, Rochdale has been a bustling market town and the population increased. Next August, there would be an influx of famous people for the “Feel Good Festival” which began on the 13th and ended two days later.                          

                                                                                         
 Exercise 4
Choose the correct verb tenses in the following text. They may be in the active or passive form.
A recent report by academics 1………………………..(reveal) that, contrary to what we 2……..………………………(MODAL think),  Britain’s seaside tourism industry  3 …………..….(do) well, despite the recession. 
Domestic seaside tourism 4 ……………………..(contribute) £3.6 billion a year to the economy and 5 ……………………….(support) directly 210,000 jobs. In addition, it  6……………….(be) a business which 7 …………….……….(grow), perhaps because, in these tough economic times, more and more of us 8 ……………………………(opt) 9…………………..(stay) in Britain for “staycations”, rather than 10……………………….. (travel) overseas.                                                                                               Blackpool is one of the most famous seaside holiday resorts in Britain. In the 19th century,  the advent of steam power 11……………………..  (make) Britain a prosperous country and the railways 12 ……………………………..(open) up the possibility of travel to a wider spectrum of society. Trams ………..already 13…………………… (run) by 1885, and a huge tower 14 ……………….……..(construct) in 1893, 15………………………(inspire) by the Eiffel Tower. In 1925, the Big Wheel 16…………………………….(build). From 1930 onwards, pleasure flights in light aircraft 17……………………………..(offer) to those with enough money to pay the fares. And so, the town 18…………………………………..(continue) to be a centre for family holidays, weekends away and day trips until the present day.                    However, some of the residents 19 …………...……………….(become) concerned about the reputation of the town recently, due to the number of “stag” and “hen” weekends which 20………………………………….(take) place in recent years. The resulting drunken behaviour 21…………………(serve) to frighten off families and older people who 22……………..normally ……….(come).                                   Nevertheless, all in all, the town 23………………………..(continue) to offer fresh air, varied amusements, and a large range of holiday accommodation, not to mention the most famous attraction of all, Blackpool Tower, which 24 ………. still ……………….(go) strong.


Exercise 5
Use passive verb forms in the following text, which is a description of a process:
The research into the use of marine turbines to generate energy …………………(conduct) by a team of engineers who …………………....(give) the task of identifying possible problems. The equipment ……………..(take) to the site and …………………………..(erect) in an area between an island and the mainland, which……………………………….(select) for its tidal currents and wave power. The turbine …………………..(position) on the sea bed and results ……………………(record) regularly. It ………………………(hope) that this method of producing energy …………………(adopt) widely as it is likely to be more acceptable than wind farms, which ………………….( can see) by the general public, and …………………..…………(reject) in some areas.
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