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       At first step we should answer the question what is law? a rule or group of rules established by the courts that governs a state's government, the relationship between the government departments and the citizens of the state, and the connection or action of people towards one another.  a rule or set of rules created by the legislature. For example, we consider criminal law as a framework of rules specifying the forms of behaviour that, if engaged in, results in some sort of official 'retaliation' through police action, the judiciary, and some kind of criminal consequence such as jail or a fine (Turvey, S 2023). Law come from legislation: Primary legislation Created by parliament and known as an ACT of Parliament. Secondary legislation Created by government ministers and known as subordinate legislation. 
    Common law is part of legal systems founded on traditions from judges' judgments rather than legislation, which are applied in jurisdictions throughout the UK as well as many areas that were once part of the British empire (the guardian 2022).
The common law contains all substantive rules, like the murder offence, and procedural rules, like court process norms established from the court's inherent authority.
Legislation, which is considered to "trump" or take place over common law, may overrule or change common law norms. Theft Acts 1968, 1978, and other laws now control crimes based on the ancient common law offence of theft, for instance, whereas laws like the Murder Act 1957 have superseded the traditional penalty for murder (but not the crime itself).
In general, common law is uncodified. This signifies there's not a full set of Statutes and legislation. While common law does rely on certain scattered laws, that are legislation judgments, it is mostly based on case law, which refers to previous judicial decisions in comparable circumstances. Common law is an adversarial system, with two opposed parties competing before a judge who directly influences. The facts of the case are decided by a jury of regular people who have no legal expertise. Based on the jury's decision, the judge next chooses the appropriate punishment.
Civil law relates to either the part of law concerned with individual rights, or a legal system based on the codification of laws that originated with Roman Law. Civil law is a complete set of rules and concepts often codified and freely available to people and jurists.
A well organised system that supports teamwork, command, and predictability, based on a logical and vibrant classiﬁcation developed from Roman law and represented in the framework of the codes.
A system that is flexible, having civil codes that omit unnecessary detail and have generic phrases that allow for adjustment.
A primarily legislative framework that allows the court to adapt regulations to societal change and new demands through explanation and creative legislation.

Contrast
The primary distinction between these two judicial systems is that civil law is codified, but common law is not.

Civil law codes are often complex, including the entire range of civil and criminal issues that may require judgment in court. They specify how each problem should be handled and what solutions, if any, should be used. Civil law courts, unlike common law courts, are investigators, with civil law judges researching and proving the facts of a case before applying these to the appropriate portions of the civil code to reach a judgement. The basis of common law systems is less organised and more organic. Legislative statutes are not as complete in legislative law nations as they are in civil law countries, therefore courts play an essential role in establishing the law. As a result, case law is a primary source of law, and judges are increasingly engaged in changing the legal structure. Additionally, common law judges serve more as communicators than as investigators, ruling over an adversarial system where the participants in disagreement defend their case. Few countries use only one system, with common law states reflecting features of civil legal career and vice versa, typically due to historical traditions. South Africa, for instance, practises a combination of the two due to British and Dutch impacts. (Scalia, A 2018).
Historical development of English Common law
The common law is the law stated by judges and established from tradition and custom. It started with King Henry II's legal changes in the 12th century and was named "common" because it applied uniformly over the whole kingdom. this developing body of national law did not seek out to modify legal norms; rather, the Common Law was conservative in terms of substantive law, incorporating many of the customary norms of the law of crime, family, property, and inheritance without drastic change.  the Common Law was quite creative in terms of method: it valued written documentation the peaceful resolution of disputes, the employment of local juries to define both law and fact, and a defined hierarchy of courts (Potter, H. 2015).
The time after the Norman Invasion of 1066 saw most of the development of English common law. The Anglo-Saxons had evolved a set of norms like that followed by the Germanic peoples of northern Europe, particularly following the arrival of Alfred the Great (871). Most problems were handled by local traditions, with the church playing an important role in government. Crimes were viewed as wrongs for which the victim was punished. The Norman Conquest did not immediately destroy Anglo-Saxon law, but an era of colonial administration by the Norman rulers brought about change. Land was distributed to the king's feudal vassals, many of whom had joined the battle with this prize in mind. Severe wrongs were treated as public crimes rather than private affairs, and violators were sentenced to death and confiscation of property(Milsom, S. F. C.2003).
The origin of civil law
On the other hand, the origins of civil law in other European countries are typically linked to the code of rules drafted by the Roman Emperor Justinian around 600 C.E. With the development of authoritative legal codes based on these laws (or others) over many centuries in different nations, distinct legal systems with their own sets of laws began to emerge. The civil law tradition was established in the colonies of European imperial powers like Spain and Portugal at the same time it emerged in continental Europe. (Hale, M. 1820).
Case law
While most laws are formed through legislation by Parliament, under a common law system like ours, the courts can also produce the law. A senior court (known as a court of record) can amend or clarify the law by ruling a contested point of law, therefore creating a standard that other courts are required to follow or apply in future cases. (The European Union Act 2018). When a decision is made the judge will state their reasoning behind the decision. This reasoning is referred to as case law which solicitors will use in future cases to argue their client’s case. KIMBER v KIMBER is a case in Family Division.
Today's English Common Law
Common law examples include doctor-patient confidentiality, common copyright law, and common law marriage.
Common (or case) law can be categorized into three general types, and these are:
Pure decisional case law.
Case law based on constitutional provisions.
Case law based on statutory provisions.
Campbell v Mirror Group Newspapers Ltd [2004] UKHL 22. In this case Naomi Campbell, a supermodel, was accused. She has said publicly that she did not use drugs. The defendant's publication published pieces about her drug use and displayed images of her leaving a drug addicts' support group.
Today's legal practises in the United Kingdom are a mixture of legislation and common law. This contrasts with historical instances from the Medieval Ages in England when common law was considerably more dominant. Common law was finally transferred through Britain to its numerous colonies across the world through colonisation. While common law remains extremely important in British legal processes, there are numerous statutory laws that are properly applied by judges with no need for unwritten norms to be devised. At the same time, judges in the United Kingdom continue to utilise common law as appropriate because the country still works under an unwritten constitution that must be upheld and defined by the courts.
Not all criminal offences are established by statute; a very tiny portion have evolved and been improved over time by judges using a system recognized as common law. Murder, manslaughter, perverting the course of justice, kidnapping, false imprisonment, and scamming the public money are all common law offences. (Firearms Act 1968).
[bookmark: _Hlk128736212] The primary responsibility of the police force is to safeguard the public by investigating and reducing crime. This responsibility is established in common law (precedents established by court judgements), and the police have both common law and legislative authority to carry it out. In Lunt v DPP [1993] CLR 534 a person interrupts a policeman if he keeps him from carrying out his responsibilities or renders it harder for him to do so. (Public Justice Offences incorporating the Charging Standard 2022).
[bookmark: _Hlk128736141]In the case of R v Bree [2007] EWCA Crim 804 ,V had sex with D while quite intoxicated from alcohol. D claimed that even though V was drunk, she was aware enough to agree D was guilty of rape. D filed an appeal because the judge made no reference on the power to approve while intoxicated. Held Appeal allowed – the judge had made in sufficient direction. (Rape and Sexual Offences 2022).
Common law has occasionally served as the foundation for new laws. For example, "outraging public decency" has long been a common-law crime in the United Kingdom. In the last decade, officials have used this old common law to prosecute a new forceful activity known as up skirting: the practise of inserting a camera between a person's legs without their knowledge or permission to photograph or videotape their private parts for sexual satisfaction or to humiliate or distress them.

The UK Parliament enacted the Voyeurism (Offences) Act in February 2019, making up skirting a criminal punishable by up to two years in jail and the risk of being placed on the sex offender’s registry.
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