In hiding? An analysis of how the counties of Gwent and Monmouthshire used civil defences to cloak themselves from the Nazis during World War II.

Abstract:
This dissertation will investigate what civil defences were used and how effective they were in the counties of Gwent on Monmouthshire in South Wales. It will be investigating the local history of the counties. Case studies will be used throughout this dissertation, including an example of the need to knock down local landmarks to conceal the areas from German bombers. Although provisions were put in place around the United Kingdom as a whole, I will be researching into the wider picture of the whole of the United Kingdom before narrowing it down to the two counties in Wales.  The majority of research on this topic is Anglo-centric leading to a need to get in contact with the local archives of the areas. 

Introduction: 1000 words:
· Examination into why the areas of Gwent and Monmouthshire in particular needed to be protected and made invisible to the German Nazi’s.
· There will be an analysis of the boundaries of which the counties of Gwent and Monmouthshire covered.
· There will be a further investigation to discover why these areas were important for the allied forces, and why they were targeted by the German forces. If so there will be a discussion as to why this area was significant before and during the war and why drastic measures had to be undertaken to protect the assets that this area incorporated.

· There will be an analysis into the definition of what the term civil defence is and how it was used during the second world war.
· There will be a discussion on the creation of Civil defence in the United Kingdom, where it originated from and how it has developed over time.


· There will be a discussion as to how Britain reacted to the the increase of the imminent threat of invasion following German military victories in Belgium, France and Holland as well as the Dunkirk evacuation.
· There will be a discussion on how the Civil defence system and techniques had developed from the first world war and how the United Kingdom prepare itself for the second world war, with regard to these techniques.
· There will be a discussion and investigation as to why anti-invasion defences were established in Wales. This was in order to counter the perceived threat of German invasion via Eire.  The civil defences were brought into effect in the early months of 1940 after Norway was invaded. The main period for the increased anti-invasion defences was mid-1940 to late 1942. Dobinson defined this as the main construction period. 


Chapter 1: 2500 words
· Particular interest and discussion will be on what general civil defence techniques were put in place throughout the United Kingdom. This will include the following:

· The use of women enrolled into the land army as well as their contribution to the production of military equipment by working in ammunition factories.
· The dismantlement of specific landmarks in local provinces that could be used for guidance for German air forces e.g. the dismantlement of Pontypool Folly Tower.
· Further discussion will be placed on the dismantlement of non-landmark buildings and objects, such as the deconstruction of Road signs.
· The recruitment of individuals who volunteered to be a part of the civil defences. It is thought to be around 1,900,000 men and women, as well as teenagers who were aged between 15-18. 
· There will be further discussion to see if this was a popular ideal for those who could not partake in the military forces.  This research will be used to gather information on whether the civilians of this time wanted to ‘do their bit’ during the war or if they were forced to do so such as the bevin boys, air force etc who had no choice but enrol after a certain period of time if they were fit and able to do so. 
· There will be a discussion and investigation on the General services of the United Kingdom, these seems to be the largest sectors of the Civil defence.
These included jobs such as;
· Wardens – these were people who were responsible for leadership, organisation, guidance and control of the general public. They were also used to advise the survivors of the war of the different locations they could use for food and rest alongside the other welfare facilities of the areas.
· Rescue – rescue parties had been required to assess the areas of areas that may have been bombed by the Germans. The rescue party would then access the areas to try and retrieve any civilians that may be dead or wounded. As well as rescuing civilians they would be in charge of switching off the supplies to the areas such as the water, gas and electricity. They would also be the people in charge of knocking/pulling down any buildings that may be unsteady. 
· First Aid – These would have been the medical services who provided medical assistance on the spot. If there was a serious injury, they would pass them to the local hospitals by ambulance employees. If there happened to be a death on site, the body would have been removed to mortuaries that were in place for emergencies. 
· Welfare – welfare was put in place to be able to support the civilians who were in danger or whose houses may have been bombed. The welfare party would be in charge of searching for suitable accommodation for the homeless. They would also have been in charge of issuing new documentation if the civilians needed it. This would include identity cards and ration books. 
· Firewatchers – This order were put in place during September 1940, and by August 1941 they were reinforced as the Fire guards. They were in charge of designated areas of their towns/cities.  They were put in place to be able to observe the fall of incendiary bombs as well as pass the news of any potential fires to the National Fire Service.
*Messengers – these were put in place so that information could be conveyed easily from the bombed sites back to the ARP headquarters. Many of the messengers from the time would have been teenagers that had nothing more than their bicycles to use to deliver the information.

· Cabinet papers will be used in this chapter to further aid and discuss the understanding currently held for the civil defences at the time. 
· Cabinet papers reveal any topic that may have been deliberated. The Cabinet government is a decision-making body which is made up of 21 cabinet ministers as well as the prime minister. The ministers would have been the heads of each government department. During and after the First World War there was much discussion and concern over the defence mechanisms the United Kingdom would need to protect them against any air attacks in the future. These discussions were discussed greatly all the way up until and through the Second World War. Therefore they will be vital for the understanding of why certain civil defensive techniques were employed.
· The use of Cabinet papers will also be showing how they went from being called the Cabinet to the War Cabinet before and during the war. 

Chapter 2: 3000
· This chapter focus on strictly Wales and the counties of Gwent and Monmouthshire, with regards to their specific civil defence techniques in this area, Case studies will be heavily used in conjunction with my research.

· Initial discussion shall be on why would Gwent and Monmouthshire would require the use of the civil defences?
· An investigation shall take place to discover if there was anything in particular, special in the areas that needed protecting, such as the Royal ordnance factory.

· Discussion shall then be directed towards the need to hide the country from the enemy forces. This meant cloaking the areas.
· The Cloaking techniques that were employed included;
· Air raid alarms to signal that a bomber/enemy plane had been spotted
· Lights off/blackouts to hide the towns and cities from being seen from above as the enemy tended to fly over at night, and with the areas being in complete darkness, they would have difficulty knowing where they are
· Hiding of children (evacuated overseas) – possible irony? Children were evacuated from cities to Wales. This was used more for the safety of the future generations as the civilians wanted to hide their children.
· Shelters were used to hide the civilians from attacks, such as the ones underground so they were at less risk if the areas were likely to be bombed.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Pillboxes were also used, especially in rural areas, so that weapons could be fired without being seen, to link on to this, fake pillboxes were constructed to create an impression of defences that were not actually there, so the real defence was more hidden.
· There will be an investigation into why Wales in particular needed to be cloaked from the enemy.

· Discussion will be focused on strictly Wales and what techniques were used in Wales and how that may differ if at all, from the rest of the United Kingdom. 
· If techniques are evident, there will be discussion on how these techniques managed to conceal Wales from the Germans. Especially the areas of Gwent and Monmouthshire. If these two areas have different techniques used from the rest of the United Kingdom and Wales, there will be an investigation to explore these techniques and why they were employed specifically in these regions.

· I will be using specific discussions through the use of case studies to look at the reactions and methods used in Gwent and Monmouthshire. 
· The Royal Ordnance factory in Pontypool was a target as they produced munitions for the Second World War. I will be debating why the factory needed to be protected and what means were used to do so. This will include the deconstruction of the folly tower. 
· The reason why the factory was an asset was due to the fact that they employed hundreds of people from around the South Wales Valleys, bussing them to and from work. 
· Gwent and Monmouthshire covered towns that based a lot of industrial work such as the mines and steelworks. As these were essential assets for fuel during the war, they needed to be protected. Gwent also had towns near essential docks.
· I will be investigating how the war may have impacted on towns such as Blaenavon which were thriving on industrialisation. 
· Further investigation will be on the newspapers of the time, which will give insight to what was going on in the towns. 
· Pontypool Museum Archives will specifically be used.
· Discussion on the number of volunteers there were recruited in Gwent and Monmouthshire. 



Chapter 3: 2000 words
· Discussion on whether or not the civil defences made an impact will be shown in this chapter.
· If they did, how were they helpful?
· I will be researching into the local newspapers at the time as well as diaries and letters to find the public opinion on the defences that had to be put in place in their local areas. These sources will be found in the archives at Pontypool Museum as well as the Gwent Archives in Ebbw Vale.
· Alongside the public opinions I will be comparing and contrasting how successful Gwent and Monmouthshire were with cloaking themselves compared to counties in places such as west Wales. 


Conclusion: 1000 words.
· The conclusion will show that with the many provisions that were put into place during the war, the civil defences helped a great deal with cloaking the counties from the Germans.
· Evidence for this will include the newspapers showing the fact that only one bomb was dropped in Pontypool and the majority of the towns in the counties remained unscathed and safe during the war. 

Reflective report:
· Originally my dissertation was going to be on the lasting impact the mine closures had on the counties of Gwent and Monmouthshire as they were key mining areas. The reason why I chose to change this topic was due to the fact that there are limited sources from these particular areas as well as the fact that my question was based mainly on the oral history of people involved. This proved to be difficult for me as it included a range of ethics forms as well as setting up interviews in these areas which was difficult for me as I had limited travel. 
· I then chose to choose my dissertation topic, but instead of the mines during 1984 to the present day, I changed it to the same counties during world war 2, and after a discussion with my dissertation tutor, I changed this to the civil defence topic. I have made sure that the topic is broad enough that I can find enough research while simultaneously having it narrow enough to keep it to certain areas. 
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