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Everyone is different and we all possess varying characteristics and approaches to how we think and operate. Although we may have contrasting views or methods of doing things, it can be beneficial to identify alternative avenues of learning. As the world evolves, so does technology, enabling digital literacy to become one of the most preferred methods for academic education. As well tangible book resources, there is the convenience and easy access of digital forums; online information; social media; practice exams and practical tutorials. As well as collaborative and individual learning, a multimodal approach allows us to open our minds to different concepts of erudition, and how ever we learn, we engage when we are being educated.
From papyrus to paper, fiction; non – fiction; mythology; documented information and records have been used to share evidence; knowledge; stimulating imagination; thoughts and feelings. Tangible resources provide you with something to refer to that can not be manipulated or erased, as opposed to a digital resource with an administrator, or a vocal account from a person. Furthermore, in a court of law, in a business or in a formal agreement, a signature cements compliance. Although ‘E-Signatures are heavily utilized through the world, they can be issued by anyone. In 1731, The Library Company was founded by Benjamin Franklin, manifesting to countless libraries still existing globally today. Most of them use a system in order to check availability or location by filtering their search criteria; libraries are beneficial to people who cannot afford books, or lack space to keep them. However, due to the rise of digital learning resources and convenient information access, austerity led to hundreds of public libraries being closed and thousands of people losing their jobs in the UK. 
For learning, books provide an element of structure in terms of their layouts.  “The most important thing that parents can do is talk and read to their children. During the toddler years, it is critical to provide children with different language and reading experiences.” (G. Reid Lyon, Ph.D) Books can be read to children at night, fostering interactive articulative participative and personal engagement in which they can reflect on. Furthermore, by having memories involving books or something tangible such as board games or jigsaws, it gives the sense of traditional, non cookie analysed information or advertisement diluted attention to the black and white words and illustrations in front of you. On a personal level, both of my children have a multi - storybook each personalised to them, whereby the stories incorporate their names, favourite things and their physical descriptions into the plots. Should this have been done digitally, it would lose the sense of nostalgic warmth and personal connection that is intended. 
Although books can provide substantial insulation in a home if near the wall, they are not as easily transportable, space saving and low maintenance as technologic devices. Books require individually cleaning and checking for damage such as tares, mould or general dust. Both are susceptible to the elements such as fire and water, however it may be argued that books require materials to be produced, thus damaging the environment. Plus, you require a light source to read a book, whereas digital literacy provides its own light. Nevertheless, if a device is battery or electronically reliant, it can cut out at any time. For this reason, most organizations also store paper copies of files as a contingency. 
From blackboards to white boards to interactive boards and projectors, classrooms and organizations have also revolutionised, predominantly in the Western World, and especially from the twentieth century. “We are passing from the industrial age into the information age” (Castells, 20005). At key stage 0, children are introduced to computers for learning digital skills. I can recall when watching ‘Something Special’ on CBeebies with my little girl one day, suddenly Justin Fletcher’s photo frames were replaced with a personalised I-pad titled ‘The Tumble Tap.’ However, from satellite navigation since 1995, to calculators and auto-correct, if we utilize these options, it may not be as healthy as it is convenient. Using LMS’ in this way may consequently promote a culture of dependency rather than autonomy for our students”, Stephen Powell, 2006. This advocates that our brain isn’t being stimulated and is less active, inferring we may be more susceptible to conditions such as Dementia.
The use of books and the galaxy of the internet can promote a magnitude of collaborative cross-pollination of viewpoints on current affairs; academic and professional procedures globally. By identifying consistent or contrasting views, we can broaden our minds to ideas we may not have contemplated previously. As well as raising awareness of causes or events, the fast World Wide Web speedily provides reviews; highlights issues and provides details and feedback for organizations and individuals to see what works and what doesn’t. Therefore, organisations can address what has been voiced. Different viewpoints on subjects are read out on the News; social media; in newspapers; academic books and magazines to give substance to arguments. For myself, I like to be as efficient as possible, therefore, I frequently use media platforms such as Linked In, Trust Pilot and independent reviews from individuals prior to decision making.
However, digital resources still attract that element of stigma; spark “spy” paranoia and hostility, primarily from ‘Xennial’ and ‘Baby Boomer’ groups. Digital literacy requires re-booting and upgrading to be compatible with new programmes. Without a compatible version on a device, information may be inaccessible. With academic books having an array of editions, if a digitally published article or website has not been updated, the contents of information may have changed since it was initially published, making it superfluous to assist education if it is incorrect or irrelevant. Programmes such as The Open University, Moodle, Futurelearn MOOCS and Google Scholar facilitates their students with primary commitments. They enable easy global access to digital literacy around the clock. Personally, I find Google Scholar and Moodle extremely helpful for additional and heavily appreciated support.
In terms of collaborative and individual learning is dependant on the exercise, both can be highly effective. When in class or on a professional learning course, we adopt our knowledge from our peers and their views, and predominantly from our Tutor. Other people around us can encourage us to engage more willingly. This is because, if we enjoy something, we learn quicker and are more committed to it. Learning can be influenced by our social skills; tolerance of others and being able to focus. By participative learning, it can build self-confidence; combat the hurdle or remote knowledge or biased perspectives and more memorable for students as they are interactive. However, “Participants may be more focused on the creative, as opposed to the learning aspect of the activity.” Furthermore, “It can be difficult to establish clear action points or conclusions from the activity”. Unlike the collaborative approach, “individual learners are more aware of their own strengths and weaknesses”, as well as “Students who have a facilitator rather than a teacher can come to depend on themselves for a job well done” (Julie DeNeen). In addition, students who are struggling in a particular area can take the time they need to evaluate and master a concept they may have formerly been unable to understood (Nigel Green). On the other hand, the paradigm can be affected, meaning additional time and costs may be incurred for an education institute.
We all have our incentive/s for learning. Learning can be empowerment. Motivation (a state that energizes, directs and sustains behaviour) for digesting information can be for personal reasons, such as ‘doing your bit’ for a cause, especially if a loved one has been affected by it; or a miscarriage of criminal justice may steer someone to learn all they can in the law field to help prevent history repeating itself. A hunger for knowledge can be to satisfy peer pressure; or to assist with finances; aspirational goals, such as a career, or money saving motives. Personally, although in Secondary School the ratio of book to digital resources I used were 80:20.  Nevertheless in later life, digital literacy has been utilized more due to the practicality and convenience. Youtube has been instrumental in my house buying processes too due the incentive of saving outgoings to contractors. From Youtube, I learnt ample skills such as rendering, laminating floors, tiling and upcyclcling furniture. As these are practical exercises I could watch it in my home environment and at my own pace. Youtube is instantly available and as the tutorials were practical, I was able to watch and repeat everything step by step with the ability to pause videos at any time. With a book or written down instructions, this would not have been possible for me, as I prefer how to be shown something as opposed to solely reading words. Many people can’t read a musical note, but by analysing a digital tutorial, they are able to play a musical instrument. We all learn differently, so from Rosetta Stone’s audio technique to make – up tutorials online, we can adapt the appropriate method. In addition, a lot of parents’ motivation comes from wanting to set examples for their children, whether it be professional success wise or an alternative agenda. When in pregnancy, my incentive to master new skills was to ensure my babies had the best possible care, therefore, they are my motivation. When you care so much about something or someone, the motivation is cemented through the natural urge to learn all you can. I read every Bounty, NHS book, and purchased the ‘holy grail’ of ‘The New Pregnancy and Childbirth’. I preferred to read books for as much information, suggestions and support as I could, as opposed to accessing the internet. This was due to having everything there in front of you in one place, as well as not wanting to look at a computer screen in case it effected my health. Nevertheless, in terms of digital learning, I found monumentally substantial information and guidance through collaborative and participative methods such as Baby Group and communicating online with other parents and parents to be. 
One of the biggest incentives to learn, is if you have seen, or related to a success story or talent. This can encourage you to imitate a skill, craft or academic qualification. For example the vocals of Andrea Bocelli; the music of Brian May, the inspirational stories of individuals and groups such as the Suffragettes; JK Rowling and Stephen William Hawking CH CBE FRS FRSA with ‘against all odds’ backgrounds. If a success story relates to you or inspires you it can provide motivation for working harder, or if there is a moral consensus that needs further recognition or attention.
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Just like our preferred uses of resources, we all like to engage in education in different environments. A change of scenery from everyday milieu can be healthy. “Learning can be done anywhere and an experience such as a field trip makes lasting learning”. Starr Sackstein. When we are accustomed to an environment, it can become tiresome or predictable, and generally when something is new, our minds are naturally more enthused. It is easy to be distracted from our peers or home surroundings, therefore, identifying a preferred personal learning environment (PLE)  you can fully focus in is paramount. Personally, I generally prefer the classroom environment as I feel it is more productive and enables me to make ample notes in which I can later refer to. When we learn collaboratively, it provides a window of thoughts and feelings that I may not have considered. On the surface, it may be monotonous to some, nonetheless I find it instrumental in my higher education. However, when completing my assignments, I feel I need to be in total isolation at my desk at home whereby I can ascertain my assignment mindset.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Upon reflection of my (PLE) and approaches to learning, I would strongly advise perspective students to capitalize on the different resources available, especially as many other countries are not as fortunate as us. As well as accessing Moodle as frequently as possible, your peers will be your tools, so make the most of this too; learn from them and gain insight into someone else’ perspective. By engaging in a range of information tools from books, digital literacy, collaborative and participative learning, you can gain a broadened mind and be able to make an executive evaluation on a subject from all different angels. It is imperative to do the due diligence on authors/ theorists to establish credibility and to avoid irrelevant or incorrect information. As well as digital literacy, attending the library is extremely important. What is published in a book may not be available online. Similarly, if a book is not available to borrow from the library, as a contingency always check to see if there is an online copy available to access. In terms being proficient in time management, I would also suggest, that following making notes from a lecture, type them up to avert forgetting ideas or information Easter eggs then simply refer to them when completing any assignment work. All in all, due to how the twentieth century is more technologically fuelled, (and it is probable this shall develop further), it could be highly advantageous for you to be as familiar and competent with digital literacy as possible.
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