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The definition of ethics and morals according to Merriem-Webster is "a set of moral principles: a theory or system of moral values" that often applies to certain groups of people, with the definition of morals being "of or relating to principles of right and wrong in behaviour" 

The definitions of what it is considered ethical and what is moral has changed through thousands of years; there are numerous famous theologians, Aristotle, Plato and Socrates for example, whom have given their take on what is good and what is right, against what isn't. The problem we find is, we were given a solid foundation in the Holy Bible from God on how we should live, however those who chose to deny Christ and reject the Bible then create ideas what their human, flawed hearts and minds think is 'good and bad' and sometimes end up far from the ethics found in the Bible.

A prime example of an ethical theory that is practised and has been for thousands of years is known as 'Hedonism'; according to Merriem-Webster, the principle of the Hedonism ethical theory is "the doctrine that pleasure or happiness is the sole or chief good in life". This contradicts directly what we are taught in the Bible, when we are told "Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards... will inherit the kingdom of God." (1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Holy Bible ESV) Not all pleasurable things are good and bare consequences. Adultery hurts always at least one person, often all three involved are hurt, and then there's the fact God is hurt by it; yet the act of adultery for example, in the moment, may be pleasurable, the consequences are not good; this would be an example of consequentialism; McCombs School of Business (Ethics unwrapped 2023) defines consequentialism as "...an ethical theory that judges whether or not something is right by what its consequences are."








What complicates things further, is both the Protestant practice and Catholic practice of Christianity brings it's own values on ethics just as other religions have practices based on traditions that outline values, morals and ethics, for example the Shariah law in Islam. However people have taken these practices and waged war over them with those with differing practices, as seen during the war between the Protestants of England and the Catholics in Spain. Lord Yoshii, in the modern version of the television series 'Shogun' (FX) made an interesting comment on the religiously motivated war in England between Protestants and Catholics, when asking John Blackthorne about the war, he said,  to paraphrase, they're are at war with each other over their religion, but they believe in the same God? 

Birch, Bruce, et al. (Bible and Ethics in the Christian Life : A New Conversation. Minneapolis, Fortress Press. C, 2018) highlight's the importance of treating the Bible as a "moral document or... a collection of moral witnesses." when analysing the ethics found within;  based on “an important two-part consensus, held by biblical scholars and ethicists alike.”1 This consensus consists of two claims. First is the claim that Christian ethics is not synonymous with biblical ethics. The second is that the Bible is somehow formative and normative for Christian ethics". This is important when analysing ethical teachings found in the Bible by a Christian.

The Holy Bible is full of vital guidance, weather one is a believer in Christ or not, it can't be argued that the morals and principles set out by its creators are both good and proper, and since being integrated into a society, politics, work and even down to the way we fight our wars and take other lives, it has improved us as mankind, we have grown and developed and there are some saint like people throughout history whom followed the teachings of the Bible so closely that they changed the world and lives around them, take Mother Tersea for example.
The beautiful thing about the Bible, and the coming of Jesus, is forgiveness and mercy was brought to us by Him, and that provides what is often seen as a contrast to what was taught in the old Jewish 'law', to what Christ brought with Him and taught through His love; Jesus brought with Him the fruit of the spirit, "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law." Galatians 5:22-23 (Holy Bible ESV). This is essentially what makes the foundations of 'Christian Pacifism'. 

However it can often be viewed as inconsistent and contradictory by others, though what is often overlooked is the development of Gods will in the Bible for man, the growth, and God's love for us being so strong that he gave his only son to defeat sin and death as we, as Gods children; we're constantly getting it wrong and failing Him and his commandments and we're condemning ourselves to an eternity divided from Him. It is therefore important to understand the age and culture at the time of Exodus to that seen in Matthews time with Jesus. Something Gill, Robin points out in 'The Cambridge Companion to Christian ethics' (2014)  is how Paul actually refers in his letters to the conflicts that arose between Christians and 'Judaisers', this is a perfect example of how humans can interpret things differently, and have the choice right from wrong, this is known as the 'personhood' principle;  Concept of Personhood MU School of Medicine) defines personhood as  "The moral sense of personhood denotes individual beings who are moral agents. Moral agents engage in behaviour that can be evaluated as moral or immoral, as morally right or wrong, as morally permissible or morally impermissible. Their acts are blameworthy or praiseworthy. It makes sense to hold them morally responsible for their intentional actions."

Warren, Mary Anne (2000) states that one Immanuel Kant's "definition of a 'person' is a maximalist one; he holds that personhood consists in rational moral agency. His theory is that being a moral agent is (1) a necessary condition for any moral status; and (2) a necessary and sufficient condition for full moral status." 

There is a shift in context however between Exodus, in the Old Testament, and the book of Matthew in the New Testament, particularly in regards to war and pace; Saint Augustine is typically known to be the first person to suggest a theory on war and justice (JUST-WAR THEORY), he drew the principles of this theory largely from the Bible itself. Saint Thomas Aquinas then later revised Augustine's initial theory, adding to it three criteria to conduct a 'just war', these criteria included that the war needed to be "waged by a legitimate authority, have a just cause, and have the right intentions."  (JUST-WAR THEORY). The Just-War Theory is based on a set of rules that relate to the ethical values of military combat and is an example of deontology, an ethical principle covered below.





The commandments found in Exodus have been challenged by Christian opposers throughout the ages, the Romans for example, pre-Constantine, had an eight day work week, and then when Constantine came to power, he made new legislation in 321AD (Codex Justinianus 3.12.3) that benefited the Christians (Smither), whom were used to a 7 day week from their Jewish roots, Constantine, until his deathbed where he was baptised to the Christian faith, worshipped pagan Gods, such as the sun, and is hence where the day name 'Sunday' came from, to observe the supremacy of the Sun as a God over others, such as the God of Saturn (day of Saturday). This itself poses ethical issues regarding when the true day to observe the Sabbath is, for example in the Jewish tradition it is observed on a Saturday, and Sunday is historically a worship day for Pagan Gods, so is it right we continue that pagan tradition to worship the one true God?

Exodus is, in many senses, is a literal rule book, He is God, this is what He expects from us, we obey, or we are divided from Him. We see this in the 10 commandments which Moses delivered to His people; the 10 commandments are universally known, which is interesting, there are few people whom know of them, for example "thou shalt not kill" and thus has been integrated into many cultures and civilisations as being a 'bad' thing to do, to the point it has became legislation, which has unquestionably improved society. This is also known as 'Deontology' and is an ethical theory that essentially means that ones actions are determined 'good or bad' according to a clear set of rules, i.e. the 10 commandments.

The Ethics Centre (2016) explains that "deontologists require us to follow universal rules we give to ourselves. These rules must be in accordance with reason...they must be logically consistent and not give rise to contradictions."

God shows to us more of who He is in Exodus, often described as a 'salvation paradigm', and gives us the tools to shape us into His image through his instruction and revelations, TOW Project state in their article Theology of work, that Exodus 40:33 shows us how the Israelites constructed and finished the Tabernacle through the instruction of God, through their work, however the difference here is they did it freely, to honour God, not through oppression as a tyrannical Lord.


One of the interesting things we see in Exodus (20:3 Holy Bible NIV), is whilst Moses relays the 10 commandments, the people were scared, and stood at a distance, and feared God would kill them, and asked Moses to speak to them instead; this is interesting as this differs very much from the relationship we have today as Christians with God, fear Him yes, He is God, but many of us now seek God's voice actively, and again, is this because He sent Jesus, and His works changed how we viewed a relationship with God, and His sacrifice allowed us a direct relationship with God and forgiveness to do so despite our sin.

Andre and Velasquez (2015) stated "Capital punishment is defended on the grounds that society has moral obligation to protect the safety and welfare of its citizens. Murderers threaten this... Only by putting murderers to death can society ensure that convicted killers do not kill again". The ethics of the commandments God gave us resonate in today's society, as we see murder is a punishable criminal offence, in some cases, the talionic ethical theory 'eye for an eye' still exists, in the state of  Texas, United States of America for example, eight people were judicially executed in 2023. There murder is an offence worthy of the death penalty; this in itself presents numerous debates over both civic ethics and Christian ethics, it's an old testament, pre-Jesus, pre forgiveness law. Jesus then came and told us to love our enemies at the sermon on the mount in Matthew five, and to offer the other cheek, and whilst Jesus said he didn't come to abolish the law but to fulfil it, it is often interpreted that Jesus was referring to personal relationships here, not in a judicial sense. An "eye for an eye" was a law before Jesus rescued us from death and sin with His blood, through repentance and forgiveness.

Matthew 5:21-43: The sermon on the mount:
[bookmark: en-ESV-23907][bookmark: en-ESV-23908][bookmark: en-ESV-23909][bookmark: en-ESV-23910]The book of Matthew provides a great analysis and interpretation of the cross roads, if you will, that leads us to Jesus and forgiveness and, whilst Jesus says "I have not come to abolish the law, but to fulfil it" (Matthew 22:34-40 Holy Bible, ESV), he also gives us new commandments “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”. The book of Matthew is typically described, similarly to Exodus, as having a 'salvation paradigm', as well as also being a 'disciple paradigm'. 

A significant turn around is seen in Matthew, when Jesus says “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you" (Matthew 5:43-48 Holy Bible American Standard Bible 1995), a very Christian pacifist view; and conflicts with the violence seen in Exodus, for example when God drown the Egyptians whom were pursuing Moses and the Jews escaping. Take for example the Quaker Peace Testimony (1660) that states "The Spirit of Christ by which we are guided is not changeable, so as once to command us from a thing as evil, and again to move unto it. And we do certainly know, and so testify to the world that the Spirit of Christ which leads us into all Truth will never move us to fight and war against any man with outward weapons, neither for the Kingdom of Christ nor for the kingdoms of this world."; this again is an expression that today's ethics should be based on the teachings of Christ and that in having the Holy Spirit in us, we should not be pushed into a situation of violence, however, from personal experience, this is certainly not realistic, as Jesus said, as Christians, we will face persecution and tribulation, just as He did. 

But that didn't mean the 10 commandments no longer apply, these are new commandments, and whilst the law of Moses was aimed at a judicial sense, the commandments Jesus brought, are seen to be aimed more at personal relationships and obtaining salvation. His commandments actually tie up nicely the entire laws of God, what Jesus is saying is, to paraphrase, is if you truly follow these two commandments, you should never break any of the commandments. 

Jesus goes on to teach about divorce, as mentioned in Exodus, God does not approve of divorce, it is a special covenant between Him, Man and Woman, and Jesus extends and elaborates further on this, and says in Matthew 5:27-28 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery. ' But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart." (Holy Bible New King James Version (NKJV)). This is a move from the literal law of God on adultery judicially, to a more personal law with the relationship between man and God, something no one can see or prove, it is between you and God only and again is consequential, spiritually. 

Jesus points out that those both 'least and great' are in the kingdom, that being in or out the kingdom is not a matter of moral merit points (scott hoezee 2017) providing they love one another, forgive one another, and accept Jesus as Lord and saviour. Some would argue moral merit points are arguably what gives us our rewards in heaven, such as serving God, blessing our enemies etc. 

Talionic ethics, also known as 'eye for an eye': The earliest known use of the principle appears in the Code of Hammurabi, which predates the Hebrew Bible. The law of exact retaliation (Latin: lex talionis), or reciprocal justice, bears the same principle that a person who has injured another person is to be penalized to a similar degree by the injured party. -The teachings from Jesus in Matthew five is almost a full reversal. The talionic principle is still found in today's society, such as the death penalty for convicted murderers, the question is, is this right or are we disobeying Gods new commandment, love each other, love your enemies, is sentencing them to death giving them a chance to repent and change, is it showing them love?

Jesus said in Matthew 26:52 “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. (Holy Bible ESV), again pointing toward a pacifistic approach to dealing with conflict. So the question, is, do you pick one set of ethics and laws over the other in the Bible, do you accept Jesus has fulfilled the laws and to follow the new two commandments, or do you follow your own ethics?
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