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Account of Sources
Three accounts of Alexander the Great encountering Queen Talestris of the Amazons are used here to give an account of the interaction. The first was written by Quintus Curtius Rufus and dates around 1AD.[footnoteRef:1] It is a biography of Alexander's life originally written in Latin.[footnoteRef:2] The second account is given by Walter of Châtillon and is about the life of Alexander, written as a ten-book epic originally in Latin.[footnoteRef:3] It dates between 1171 and 1181.[footnoteRef:4] The third is The Historia de Preliis, the history of Alexander's battles. The original was written in Greek around the 3rd century AD.[footnoteRef:5]  [1:  Baynham, 2001, p.8.]  [2:  Curtius and Rolfe, 1971, p.ix.]  [3:  Townsend, 1997, p.xi.]  [4:  Townsend, 1997, p.xv.]  [5:  Digital Collections, n.d.] 

The first two accounts of a physical meeting between Alexander and Talestris differ slightly but, for the most part, are almost identical. This is probably because Walter used Curtius' biography as a source when writing his epic and just changed some of the layout and wording to make it fit in with the style of verse he was using.[footnoteRef:6] Curtius primarily used Cleitarchus as a source when he wrote his biography of Alexander.[footnoteRef:7] The third account shows their encounter through a series of three letters between Alexander and Talestris, in which they never meet. The source does show some similar information, however.  [6:  Walter and Townsend, 1997, p.xvii.]  [7:  Curtius and Rolfe, 1971, p.24.] 

The works by Walter and Curtius begin with the location of Alexander's camp being at Hyrcania.[footnoteRef:8] However, the Historia de Preliis states the location of the Caspian Gates.[footnoteRef:9] These are the same location as the Caspian Gates are at the border of Hyrcania.[footnoteRef:10]  [8:  Walter and Townsend, 1996, p.131. line 5 and Curtius and Rolfe, 1971, p.47. line 24.]  [9:  Leo and Pritchard, 1992, p.77.]  [10: Meserve, 2008, p249.] 

Walter and Curtius describe how Talestris came to Alexander's camp to see the king. They talk about the way the Amazons dressed, with their seared breast revealed (seared for ease of javelin and bow use) and clothing that does not go below the knee, almost identically.[footnoteRef:11] The information says that the right breast is left intact for feeding female children.[footnoteRef:12] The feeding of male children is not mentioned by Walter or Curtius, but the letter from Talestris in the Historia de Preliis states that male children remain with their mother for seven years and are then returned to their fathers.[footnoteRef:13]  [11:  Walter and Townsend, 1996, p.132. lines 18-27 and Curtius and Rolfe, 1971, p.47. lines 27-28.]  [12:  Walter and Townsend, 1996, p.132. lines 23-24 and Curtius and Rolfe, 1971, p.47. line 28.]  [13:  Leo and Pritchard, 1992, p.78.] 

Walter and Curtius give the impression that Talestris was unimpressed with Alexander's looks and expected more.[footnoteRef:14] It was Curtius that added this detail.[footnoteRef:15] Alexander's appearance does not deter her from requesting he impregnate her, as she believes them each to be worthy of the others child.[footnoteRef:16] Walter and Curtius say that if Talestris produces a male, he will be returned to Alexander.[footnoteRef:17]  [14:  Walter and Townsend, 1996, p.132. lines 28-32 and Curtius and Rolfe, 1971, p.49. line 29.]  [15:  Baynham, 2001, p.117.]  [16:  Walter and Townsend, 1996, p.132. lines 42-47 and Curtius and Rolfe, 1971, p.49. line 30.]  [17:  Walter and Townsend, 1996, p.132. lines 50-51 and Curtius and Rolfe, 1971, p.49. lines 30-31.] 

In the works of Walter and Curtius, Alexander asks Talestris if she would fight with him, but she declines, saying that she has left her land unguarded.[footnoteRef:18] However, the Historia de Preliis contradicts this when she explicitly tells him that she leaves one hundred and fourteen thousand people to guard her land when saying she will fight against him.[footnoteRef:19] [18:  Walter and Townsend, 1996, p.133. lines 53-54 and Curtius and Rolfe, 1971, p.49. line 31.]  [19:  Leo and Pritchard, 1992, p.77-79.] 

Talestris stays with Alexander for thirteen nights in an attempt to get pregnant by him, and then she goes home.[footnoteRef:20] In the Historia de Preliis, they never meet. In both variants, they part ways peacefully.  [20:  Walter and Townsend, 1996, p.133. lines 55-57 and Curtius and Rolfe, 1971, p.49. line 32.] 
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