Exhibition 1.0 Pro forma

Please ensure to answer all questions posed in this document. This document is used to help facilitate the assessment of your final year exhibition. Ensure to be thorough in how you address each point. 

	Student Name: Steve Allison



	Part One: Knowledge and Understanding Skills (30%) 
Artist Statement
In this section, students must provide an artist statement clearly demonstrating their understanding of key themes and ideas underpinning their photographic practice. The statement should contextualize the exhibited work. The artist statement should function to support the audience's engagement with the work durg the exhibition. 

	
‘Death of the High Street’ explores the decline of physical retail spaces in the wake of the internet's transformation of shopping. Through photography, Allison captures the decay of shopfronts once central to community life, now rendered redundant by digital commerce. This project examines the changing face of town centres, questioning their relevance in today’s society. By documenting this shift, Allison invites viewers to reflect on the evolving nature of consumption, community, and connection in an increasingly virtual world.







	Part Two: Knowledge and Understanding Skills (30 continued %) 
Key Research

In this section, students must provide a clear and concise overview of 3 key pieces of  artwork research. This research should demonstrate how it has informed the making of your exhibition work. We aren’t concerned with knowing background information on the artist (biography), instead we are interested to understand how the work has influenced you. Please provide visuals to support your writing.

Max 3 artists, 500 – 1000 words (approx.) words.

	
My biggest influence was Zoe Leonard’s Analogue project (1998-2006). Leonard set about capturing the changing face of small businesses in the age of globalisation. She began photographing the shops in the Lower East Side of New York. The area where Leonard had once had a studio had changed significantly and many small businesses were facing closure. 

Whist the outcome of my project was very different to Leonard, the motivation to create the work was similar. She was interested in the way globalisation had put pressure on High Street retailers and in some cases had forced them out of business. I was also interested in the changing face of High Street shopping although my project was to highlight the way technology and The Internet have changed the way we do business, acquire goods and interact socially. The project also asks what the town centre is for in the modern world. In common with Leonard, I wanted to highlight the speed of the decline. An activity which has been a constant in peoples lives for many centuries is on the verge of extinction.
[image: A collage of a storefront
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Analogue, Zoe Leonard, 1998-2009

Leonard chose to work with film hence the project title. Initially I worked with black and white but looking at the first set of images I decided that it was not the best medium. The black and white gave the images the feel of old photographs. The project was to highlight the way things are now so I decided the images needed as much colour and detail as possible for a contemporary look.

[image: A couple of chairs outside a store
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The Analogue project influenced the methodology I employed when creating the work. In common with Leonard, I used a medium format camera in order to record as much detail as possible. The detail in the images tells a story. It allows the viewer to appreciate the decay of the building. It also allows the viewer to see the items left behind when the shop was abandoned. The posters and graffiti give an indication of how long the building has been empty. Unlike Leonard I intended to make large prints.

The next influence was Edward Rusha’s book, Twentysix Gasoline Stations (1963). The book gave me the confidence that the mundane can not only be art but can also be interesting. People are presented with constant stream of images in the modern world. Each image competes for attention, which leads creators to produce dramatic photographs. Dramatic pictures catch the viewers eye but are often disregarded since the viewer can instantly see the point. Mundane images, on the other hand, challenge the viewer to spend time with the picture to decipher it. Each time the viewer returns to the images it reveals a bit more. This in turn invites the viewer to come back to the picture several times.
[image: A gas station and a car
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Twentysix Gasoline Stations, Edward Ruscha, 1963

Another influence I took from Ruscha’s book was the lack of people in the images. I chose to photograph the shops without people in the frame in order to portray a sense of abandonment. I did however decide to show people and vehicles in the reflections where possible. I want to show the viewer in a subtle manner that whilst the shops have closed, the town itself has life.

I came across some work by a photographer called Andrew Martin. He has a series of images, portraying a similar theme to my project. His approach was very different to mine. I felt that my methodology and the highly detailed images worked better at getting my message across to the viewer.
[image: A brick building with a blue door
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Untitled, Andrew Martin, 2016











	Part Three: Presentation Skills (40%) 
Exhibition Methods: 

How have you chosen to present your work and why? (include installation photographs of your final display). 

Students should clearly articulate why their chosen method of presentation best suits their intended audience and context. 

How well have you produced and installed your work (consider technical skills)? 

500 – 1000 words.

	
I wanted the images to be presented as large prints so the viewer would be absorbed in the picture. The idea was to give the viewer an opportunity to look deeper into, what is a mundane subject and find the interesting bits of detail. The images were made using a medium format camera with that in mind. 

The exhibition was to show the rapid decline in High Street retailing and how the town centre has changed in a relatively short space of time. I decided that it was important to show images of shops once inhabited by major retail chains that have gone into liquidation as well as small independent retailers.

I wanted to integrate the images with the fabric of the building. Initially, the idea  was to print the images close to life size and the, using a vinyl print, stick them on the doors of the exhibition corridor. The plan was to select images of shops with double doors and print them so that the centre of the double doors lined up with the physical doors. This would have given the impression that the viewer was walking into the shop door. I made a test print and attached it to the door. The test was a success so I set about selecting images that would work on the doors. Unfortunately, due to staff illness, it was not possible to pursue my chosen exhibition method.

[image: A double doors with glass panels
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My alternative method of presentation was to give the viewer the impression of walking down a street. It was important to use the corridor space for the display so that there were images on both sides of the imaginary street. It Was still important to have the images interacting with the fabric of the building. I decided to print the images on vinyl so that they could be stuck directly to the wall. During the preparation for the exhibition, I asked the team not to paint the walls of the corridor nor fill any of the cracks. I wanted the cracks and marks on the wall to integrate with the decaying shop buildings.

[image: Long hallway with pictures on the wall
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[image: A group of pictures on a wall
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I decided that the images should be presented in a random order to simulate a typical street of shops where there is no uniformity to the buildings. I also wanted varying lighting for the different photographs. When walking down a typical street, there are shadows sections as well as sunlight sections. I wanted as many images as possible to give the feel of being in the street but also wanted to print them as big as possible so that they would surround the viewer.

I eventually settled on prints that were 50cm x 66cm, which I felt was the ideal balance between the size and volume of pictures. The prints were printed together on the roll of vinyl and cut without any border. I wanted them installed as close as possible for the feeling of being in a street but with a small gap so that each individual photograph could be appreciated.
















	Part Four: Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional Practice. (20%)

Final Year Exhibition Evaluation

Have you participated in all tutorials, group seminar and workshops? 

What role have you taken in facilitating the end of year exhibition and what have you learnt from undertaking that role?

How have you managed your workload for this module?

What new skills have you developed in producing this exhibition, and what aspects would you refine or approach differently moving forward? 500-1000 words

	
I was able to attend all of the teaching sessions, workshops and tutorials. I find all of the sessions informative and helpful. The mounting workshop was interesting although not relevant for the way I chose to display my work in this exhibition. I do feel however that it is a skill that will be useful future exhibitions. I found the tutorials extremely helpful. I valued the opportunity to express ideas also get feedback and direction on my ideas. The final exhibition installation was as a result of a lot of discussion and guidance.

I took the role of joint chairman for this exhibition. I feel that I have the ability to solve problems and I am able to react to changing situations. I view the role of chairman as a skill rather than a status. This I feel helped to keep everyone engaged in the process. The task was reasonably straight forward as we are a small group, which made it easier to reach agreement on issues. The group as a whole were enthusiastic, which lead to most of the tasks being completed in a timely manor. I feel that my role was helpful as I was asked to make decisions on several occasions.

I was able to manage my workload effectively for this module. I did find it a little bit stressful towards the print deadline as there were tasks that needed to be completed for other modules at the same time. I was however able to complete all the tasks in time and without any problems.

This module taught me several things, which will be of significant value in the future. I learned a lot in relation to creating work for the exhibition. I was able to hone my technical skills so that I was able to create images with the level of detail I decided was important. I learned that it is important to identify a methodology when creating a body of work. I also learned to consider the message that I was trying to get across with the work and how it would be perceived by the viewer. I found the module enjoyable and challenging.
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