An examination of how crime and anti-social behaviour affects local communities. 

This essay will be discussing how anti-social behaviour affects local communities and businesses and how the impact affects different people. The definition of Anti-social behaviour is “'behaviour by a person which causes, or is likely to cause, harassment, alarm or distress to persons not of the same household as the person” (Metropolitain Police , 2023). This shows that anti-social behaviour is the way in which a person acts causes others harassment, alarm, and distress. 

Anti-social behaviour has a range of different impacts on a range of different people. Anti-social behaviour can differ between low impact and major impact that can effect some people lives. Anti-social behaviour can leave victims feeling paranoid and scared to live within their own homes (Local Government Association, 2023). This shows that many victims of anti-social behaviour are left with impact that will affect them mentally including the fear to live at their own address. In addition to this, “anti-social behaviour is linked to the personal harm of a person which can include a minor impact such as a change of behaviour or major which can impact the quality of life” (Home Office, 2023). This shows that anti-social behaviour can have different impact on different people causing them to have a different outlook on life and live life being scared. Another way anti-social behaviour has an impact on victims is that it can lead to an increase of mental health. For example, it can cause a person increased stress and anxiety which can lead to panic attacks and depression (Home Office, 2023). This shows that anti-social behaviour leaves a detrimental impact on a person which can stay with them for prolonged periods of time causing them problems and also affecting their way of life and how they live on a daily basis.

Anti-social behaviour has a huge impact on victims, it also has a substantial effect on the wider communities also. Anti-social behaviour has a range of effects on the communities such as a loss of trust within the community, within the police service and within the local authorities (Home Office, 2023). This shows that anti-social behaviour makes members of the community’s loose trust within services and each other due to the amount of crime occurring. This also forms the base of policing by consent. This is essentially the concept that shows the police working with the public as they need the public’s support in order to be able to carry out their jobs effectively (Watts, 2023). This shows that the police need the support and backing of the community to be able to conduct their jobs to the best possible standard. It also assist the police as they hold meetings with the public for example to discuss how the members of the communities would like the police to handle anti-social behaviour. 

As well as this, members of local businesses can be affected by anti-social behaviour for example if disorderly behaviour is happening outside your business location it will deter customers from entering meaning it will have a financial impact on the business itself (Co-op Secure Response , 2022). In addition to this many members of the community say that anti-social behaviour prevents a peaceful community and degrades the environment (Westmorland & Furness Council, 2023). This shows that the community have a very big impact due to anti-social behaviour and are struggling to live peacefully with the issues caused. 

Due to the Anti-social behaviour Act 2014, there is a range of actions that police forces and local authorities are able to take in regard to the prevention of anti-social behaviour. These include cautions,  anti-social behaviour orders which is an order where someone has continually committed anti-social behaviour, and has been taken to court as a result of their actions, dispersal powers where services have the power to move on or restrict access to an area or property for up to 48 hours, also they can issue public space protection orders which is put upon a place that the public has access to and anyone breaching this condition can in result be fined (Havering London Borough, 2023), This shows there are many consequences for perpetrators who decide to commit anti-social behaviour which can escalate should the issue escalate. In addition to this police forces across the country also have neighbourhood policing teams which are dedicated to tackling antisocial behaviour and will often do hi visibility patrols around areas which have a high level of anti-social behaviour. They do this to act as a deterrent for youths as they won’t act this way while a police presence are there (Home Office , 2010). This shows that officers will do patrols to stop the youth’s causing issues. This can be key as if youths see an increased presence of police, it may stop them from acting in an anti-social manner as they wouldn’t want to get caught. As well as this the neighbourhood policing team will get to know and work with the members of the community and hold meetings about anti-social behaviour where they can inform officers on what’s been going on within the community and the areas it’s happening. This will also allow members of the community to put forward their ideas and what they want to happen and how they can assist the services in stopping it from being committed (HM Government , 2023). This is beneficial for the community as they are involved within the issue and are able to be updated on the outcomes of these crimes as well of having the understanding on what services are putting into place to prevent any further issues. 

There are many ways in which you can try and prevent anti-social behaviour, for example if there is an area with a high level of anti-social behaviour a way in which to prevent this would be to open a youth club. This will allow youths a place to go and be able to bond with peers in a safe environment instead of them being out on the street casing issues (Wallace, 2008). This would allow youths to still hang out with friends with the fact that they will not be out causing nuisance issues within the community. Another way in which you can prevent anti-social behaviour for example graffiti if there was  outdoor lighting or installation of  cameras this will deter many youths form the area as they don’t want to get caught as most youths graffiti in dark walkways or alleys as they are less likely to get caught (Basildon Stone LTD, 2023). This shows that if there is an active deterrent many youths will not commit crime within the area. 
A case in which anti-social behaviour played a major part of public perception would be the Fiona Pilkington case. Within this case it saw Fiona Pilkington and her disabled daughter endured years of abuse from youths before tragically taking her and her daughter’s lives. Fiona reached out to police on multiple times for help, but sadly the situation wasn’t addressed correctly (ASB Help , 2020). This case shows the lack of positive action that was given by police which resulted in the death of two people due to ongoing issues with local youths. The independent office for police complaints commission (IOPCC) had no option but to carry out an investigation in regard to this case which came to the conclusion that there was a failure within the way police officers identified Fiona and her family as a vulnerable family and that Leicestershire Constabulary’s failed to show an effective approach to the anti-social behaviour and abuse to which they were suffering (Hampshire Safeguarding Adults Board , 2009). This shows that there was a major failure within the organisation which failed to address the ongoing issues that Fiona was facing despite the number of reports that were made to them regarding the issue.
As part of this case Leicester constabulary had a major reform within its organisation to prevent this incident from reoccurring. For example, “As part of Leicestershire Constabulary’s responsibilities towards managing information, PC „IP‟ explained a pilot team (was currently in place within the Force to identify and flag vulnerable adults on GENIE 2 based on information known to Leicestershire Constabulary” (Independent police complaint commission, 2009). This shows that there is now a dedicated team to vulnerable adults which focuses on the safeguarding of victims and the prevention of crime. In addition to this in 2008 the joint action quality life team was created; this team brings together the council and the police to discuss issues related to anti-social behaviour and to address the community safety. They use the data between both organisations to identify problem hot spots and work out strategies in the way in which they are going to tackle these issues” (Independent police complaint commission, 2009). This shows that police forces are now taking new steps to try and work out an overall result in regard to tackling anti-social behaviour and how to prevent it as well as how they are going to safeguard the victims that have been affected. 
Within this investigation Leicestershire Constabulary would have used the problem analysis triangle to try and find out the problem. This model has been created because of the routine activities theory within the approach of finding out how and why a crime has been committed. This model sets out the basis that there needs to be 3 components that happen at the same time in the same space. For example, for this model to investigate it states that a suitable target needs to be present, there needs to be a lack of support or someone capable of preventing the crime and there needs to be a motivated offender present (Arizona Stste University , 2023). This shows that there needs to be a victim, someone who is able to protect the victim and an offender in order for this to be investigated within this model. In regard to the Fiona Pilkington case, Fiona and her family were the victims, the police and supporting agencies would act as the support and the offenders would be the youths causing the issues. This model would’ve been looked at in regard to trying to investigate the issues that Fiona and her family were experiencing on a daily basis but Leicestershire constabulary failed to use this effectively and failed Fiona (Independent police complaint commission, 2009). This shows that even with the problem-solving models in place the police service were still unable to find the root cause and prevent the anti-social behaviour and abuse Fiona Pilkingotn was experiencing. Within the reform from this case there are now a number of services in place that assist victims and give them support. “For example victim support, who help and assist victim recover from their experience, ASB help who provide advise online and support victims and are able to provide safeguarding advise as well as support line who you can phone and ask advise from (Metropolitain Police , 2023). This shows that victims are now able to access professional help should they need it to guide them through the process and help them to recover from their experiences.

Statistics show that within the space of 12 months 31% of people believe that police forces across the UK are not very effective when tackling anti-social behaviour (IPSOS, 2022). This shows that there are a number of members of the community who do not have the trust within their police forces to be able to tackle anti-social behaviour effectively. This can have a extreme impact upon the police forces as they need members of the public to report the issues and speak up in order for them to be able to establish what is ongoing within the community. If people do not trust the police, they are not going to report anything or inform officers what has been going on. In contrast 31% of the public believe the police are fairly effective and 4% believe they are very effective in tackling anti-social behaviour (IPSOS, 2022). This shows that there is a range of people who do and do not trust the police and how they deal with anti-social behaviour. This could be linked to the Fiona Pilkington case as the public’s perception of the police has now fallen due to the issues that were seen.

A number of projects have been set up to try and prevent anti-social behaviour within the communities. These include a plan to have a higher police presence as well as authority figures such as wardens within hot spot areas for anti-social behaviour this will prevent any disorderly conduct from happening and will allow offenders to be punished quicker and prevent any further conduct turning into serious crime (Neighbourhood Watch , 2023). This shows that the idea is to put a bigger physical presence within communities to deter offenders from committing crimes. In addition to this a immediate justice scheme has been set up to punish offenders who commit anti-social behaviour. Offenders who commit such acts will be made to fix the damage they have caused, they are required to wear bright clothing or jumpsuits and have to complete tasks that are set such as litter picking, removing graffiti or washing police cars. The idea behind this is that to show victims of anti-social behaviour that the consequences are taken seriously and that these victims can also have a say in deciding the punishments the individuals face (Neighbourhood Watch , 2023). This shows that this scheme has been brought into place to allow victims to decide what punishments they believe the offenders should face, it also allows the offender the opportunity to not enter the criminal justice system and prosecution proceedings. 


To conclude, the overall impact anti-social behaviour has upon the community is significant and can affect members of the community for the rest of their lives. Police forces are finding new ways to deal with and try to prevent any such behaviour continuing, due to the significant of the issue that forces deal with on a daily basis other services are being brought in to assist. Services are using a range of different approaches to establish which works most effectively and prevent any further anti-social behaviour from occurring. Services are also providing the opportunity for victims to have their say on what consequences and how they want the issue to be dealt with this is beneficial for all parties as everyone is working together to overcome the issue.
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