Critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in one country. Take a global perspective and refer to local and global policies. Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK.
Education plays a vital role in shaping and developing societies and communities around the world. Unfortunately, education is not always available in certain countries and even when it is available, comes with certain barriers affecting their education. In this essay the barriers to engagement in education for children in a different country will be critically discussed. These findings will also be compared to certain similarities and differences in education in the United Kingdom. This will then be backed by local and global policies that influence education in both countries. Education is something that is taken for granted especially in high income countries when compared to low income countries. The most common barrier to children not receiving any form of education is that the family of the children cannot financially afford to send their children to school and pay for their education. However, there are many more barriers that will contribute towards children not being in education both in low income countries and high-income countries.
[bookmark: _Hlk31904983][bookmark: _Hlk31659256]Article 28 of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child (UNCRC) states that all children and young people have the right to education no matter who they are, regardless of race, gender, disability, if they’re in detention or if they’re a refugee (UNCRC, 2010). They also state that primary education should be made compulsory and available free to all. However, these expectations and statements are not always met as there are barriers for certain families and children before they go into education. A barrier to learning is something that is preventing a child from receiving education in a school environment for a number of different circumstances. In 2016, it was believed that 263 million children adolescents and youth were out of education, this being nearly one fifth of the global population for children and young people (UNESCO Institute for statistics, 2016). According to statistics there are 20,832 primary schools in the United Kingdom with 1,238 of these being in Wales. In primary and secondary across the United Kingdom schools there are 10,320,811 pupils receiving free education with 468,838 of these being in Wales. To educate these pupils there are 506,400 part and full-time teachers with 22,000 being in Wales for both primary and secondary school, with primary school receiving an average school budget of £1,048,000 per year and secondary schools receiving an average school budget of £4,617,000 per year (British Educational Suppliers Association, 2019). Although many feel the education systems in the United Kingdom still require more funding with more supplies and better facilities, it’s clear to see that when comparing to other education systems in lower income countries, the United Kingdom is financially a lot more stable in every department for providing education across the country in comparison to other countries.
[bookmark: _Hlk31909664][bookmark: _Hlk32053958]For this essay, the country being discussed on their barriers to learning, and compared to the barriers and education systems in Wales, will be Nigeria. Nigeria is a country located in the west of Africa, being bordered by four different countries and with its south coastline being the Atlantic Ocean. With a population of around 190 million people, Nigeria is known as a ‘country of the young’ due to 46% of the population being under the age of 15. However, even with education being officially free and compulsory, there are still around 10.5 million children aged 5-14 that are not in education giving the country the status of having highest number of children not in education in the world. Along with this there are only around 61% of 6-11-year olds regularly attending primary school and only 35% of children receiving early childhood education before the age of 5 (Unicef, 2015). Alongside this 90% of students are not in school at primary age, and around nine million children have never gone to school at all (Boniface, 2014). The problems lye further when the country is split North and South, as in the north there is only a 53% attendance rate for all forms of education. Local Government has the responsibility of basic education, but does not have the power over the education budget. With UNESCO recommending the government allocate a percentage of around 15 to 20 percent from their budget into education for low income countries around the world, Nigeria falls way below this recommendation with the government allocating only 7%. Nigeria’s education system is split into three different sectors, basic education over a nine-year period consisting of six years of primary education and three years of secondary education, then moving up to senior secondary education for three years, and finally tertiary education lasting four to six years depending on the choice of course. The recommended ratio for children in each classroom is 35 pupils for each teacher, however this is not the case as the average ratio is 49 pupils per primary school teacher. Teachers are then put under more pressure with the number of children in each class, however there are 40% of primary school teachers that are not qualified, and in the north, there are only 50% of teachers that are qualified. Teachers that are not qualified are not necessarily supported either, as many areas have fewer than 15% of teachers that have a teacher’s guide resource, with 60% of primary students not having the correct equipment and materials to use in the classroom. Not only are these factors affecting the teachers and pupil’s education, there are many other factors and barriers affecting children today and in the future.
Globalization can be seen as something positive and negative. Some see globalization as a negative as it brings bad consequences to their society affecting their peace and leading to danger. Others believe globalization brings people together and making the world more connected as they are educated about each other. Globalization enhances children’s abilities to become more independent and to collaborate with others. Global education is a key factor in the children’s curriculum these days, and can be seen as five learning perspectives. Interdependence is seen as having an understanding of complex social, economic and political issues that have an impact on others. Identity and cultural diversity gives children a better understanding of their own culture as well as being open to learning about other cultures. Knowledge of the human rights gives everyone knowledge of the impact of certain discriminations in society as well as the importance of standing up for their own rights and giving a sense of responsibility for respecting these rights. The importance of building and maintaining positive and trusting relationships with others is another perspective, with these ways preventing conflict or potentially resolving conflict. These perspectives all lead to the sustainable futures perspective, as this gives a better understanding of the ways in which current needs can be met without affecting the quality of the environment for future generations (Global Education, 2014). All of these perspectives coincide with the children’s rights to an education, as one may argue that without education these perspectives children won’t be able to understand them fully. These global perspectives will give children a better sense of belonging as well as an understanding of other human society’s and the environments that others may live in. Children will also learn the importance of cooperating with others in a positive way in particular with sharing responsibility as they learn. It will also develop the children’s positive values and attitudes towards all challenges in their lives as well as picking up essential skills on being able to succeed and support others.   
[bookmark: _Hlk32437959]There are many common barriers to learning globally that will affect every child in a different way depending on the barrier itself. The most common boundaries seen throughout education would be a financial barrier or a circumstantial barrier. A financial barrier can range from the child’s lifestyle at home and the income the family receive, to the important resources available to help support the child in the school they attend. A circumstantial barrier can range from gender inequality in and around the school community, or a disability or illness effecting a child physically and prevent the child from receiving the same education as others. As stated earlier, each barrier will affect each nation, however certain barriers will have an increased influence on a child’s education. In Nigeria, the barriers come from both financial and circumstantial boundaries, however these barriers have more of an affect compared to other countries with a lot more factors being included. The main problem facing many low-income countries like Nigeria, is the financial budget available for education. In Nigeria the government failed to match the education budget allocation of 26% recommended by the United nations, instead the National Assembly of Nigeria allocated 7.04% of the £8.6 trillion to education. (Nigeria, 2018) Not only will this have an affect on the facilities and resources available to the teachers and children, but it will then affect employability for the future generations in a country with a growing population. Poverty will have an impact on every country especially in terms of education, however poverty is a major barrier for many families in Nigeria. Around 90 million people living in Nigeria, half of the Nigerian population, now live in poverty. The effect of poverty will lead to many barriers to education for children in Nigeria, but will also have an effect when wanting employment after education. The main barrier being for the family are the correct resources available in order to go through their education. Children living in poverty may not have access to their desired school in the same way as others may, therefore may have to travel a distance to get to school normally travelling by foot. The main effects poverty have is the facilities that will be used to educate the children won’t be up to the correct standard. Classroom sizes and overall school facilities will be affected by the lack of funding making it harder for teachers to educate the children as they won’t have the right resources. These would include the correct worksheets, handbooks and equipment used in the classroom in order to educate correctly. With the lack of funding in education there is still a massive demand for qualified teachers in the country, with 40% of primary school teachers being unqualified. Alongside this, getting to school will already be a struggle for the children and the families, therefore concentration levels won’t be the same as other children. They will then have the everyday struggles of surviving with lack of fundamental resources such as food and shelter, making survival more of a priority. 
[bookmark: _Hlk32845761]Whilst poverty is a barrier to education that can be seen in many countries around the world, war and crime is a barrier that will only affect a few countries but will leave a major barrier for education. Nigeria is a country that has in recent years been affected by many conflicts affecting the majority of the country. The most recent and most devastating conflict affecting Nigeria is the Boko Haram terrorist organisation. The Boko Haram organisations main aim was to make Nigeria an Islamic country with a non-violent approach, however that changed very quickly with violence being their main approach to achieving their goals. Around fifteen million people have been affected by the Boko Haram group leading to around twenty thousand lives being lost. With this many areas being affected the families and communities will also be affected hugely. Education is then affected due the crimes of the Boko Haram group. The group in particular would target destroying and damaging schools to then use as their bases, along with teachers being threatened and in some cases being murdered. The main groups being affected by the group would be women, children and young people as they would be targeted to do certain tasks for them. This then making education less of a priority for children and families in this affected area as they look for safety in either their own country or even moving to a different country. Children are then left with a childhood of seeing conflict and devastation compared to what a normal child would have. Along with the already poor and below standard facilities and resources in the schools to go alongside the threat of the Boko Haram group, teachers won’t be able to educate the children correctly and safely. (Bertoni, et al., 2018) Children are then not being given their fair opportunity of their right to education as the group are taking that right away with threats and violence.
As earlier stated, gender is also a barrier to education and plays a vital role in the way a community is shaped particularly for low-income countries such as Nigeria. Women would be expected to stay at home and do the household jobs like cleaning and cooking and also some agricultural work for a low pay or even unpaid, whereas the men would go out of the house to work and earn the money for the family. With this the responsibility of looking after the children would mainly be the female’s job along with looking after the male’s in the family. This is normally due to cultural beliefs, with the families believing that the male’s will succeed academically and takeover from the father of the family to sustain their family. Most Nigerian families believe that sending their female children to school will impact on their chances of finding marriage, which many Nigerian families believe is their main purpose in life. Poverty would also be a factor for females not attending school, as the families would make the females either stay and do house work, or look for full time employment to help the family. Religion can also pay a part in females not attending school particularly at a young age. Many families believe that child marriage can bring more wealth to their family and that education will interfere with this happening and prevent their female children from believing that anything different is correct and in behaving differently because of this. Safety is another barrier for children, particularly female, not attending school, as they run the risk of possible abduction or worse on their way to school from certain groups such as the Boko Haram. Girls may not want to go to school because punishment in schools is also common particularly for girls.  Education is seen as vital for the males as they will then take over as the leader and main provider for the family, therefore education for females isn’t prioritised as much and is seen as a waste of resources. 
Many of these barriers are still seen today, however there is evidence of these barriers being overcome with more practice and a better attitude to following policies. Slowly but surely there is a better understanding that both male and female children have the right to education and that a community can be shaped by both genders as this will have a better impact on the families academically and financially in the future. Particularly with more females being educated, they’ll receive a better understanding of equality as well as having the opportunity to express themselves in potentially finding a job and providing for the family. There are many agencies now coming in to low-income countries like Nigeria to help with resources and educating children correctly such as UNICEF and ActionAid. All of these agencies objectives work alongside the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC). The main principles of the ACRWC should always be followed in order to give the children the best opportunity to a successful education. Most of the articles also follow the UNCRC, in particular emphasising that every child has the right to education regardless of their religion, colour, gender or any other reason. Article 11 of the African Charter states that ‘Every child has the right to an education, to develop his/her personality, talents, mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential’ (UNICEF, 2015). There’s also an emphasis on the government doing more to protect children, as article 21 and 22 state how ‘the government should do what they can to stop harmful social and cultural practices such as child marriage that affect the welfare and dignity of children’ (UNICEF, 2015) and that ‘children should not be recruited as soldiers, nor should they take a direct part in fighting wars.’ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It's clear to see that Nigeria as a country is growing both in population and economically as it will begin to rise from a low-income country to a middle-income country. However, with the finances becoming available to the country as the country grows economically, there is still a severe lack of investment going into education across the country. Though there are more policies and aims being put in place for progress in these areas, the goals haven’t been met from previous policies. There are more agencies becoming involved and the evidence is there that things are improving particularly with females receiving an education, however with a growing population poverty will still be a problem unless these policies are put into practice. Comparing these barriers to other nations would be hard as every nation has their own barriers and are affected in different ways. The United Kingdom as a comparison would have a smaller number of barriers, however these are still important barriers and children would still be affected massively. However, Nigeria has been affected massively with many barriers influencing education, but conflict has been a massive factor not only having an impact on education, but affecting the country and future generations wanting an education.  
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