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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

There are many policies and legislation in place to safeguard children which include: The United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child 1989, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 and the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (SSWBA) 2014. 

The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 includes the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child into Welsh policymaking, promoting a rights-based approach to safeguarding practice (Welsh Government, 2011). As a result, children’s views, wishes and feelings must be considered when decision making that affect their safety and well-being, which is obtained and supported by the professionals involved. 
 
In 2016, the SSWBA (2014) came into force which has provided additional legal framework for the safeguarding of children. Pard 3 of the Children Act 1989, which regulated local authority support and services for children in need, terminated in Wales because it was replaced with provisions provided by the SSWBA(W) 2014.  SSWBA(W) 2014 provided a more robust legal framework for safeguarding by promoting well-being, prevention, early intervention and collaborative working. Although safeguarding is voiced throughout, Part 7 highlights specifically the safeguarding of children and adults. It highlights how important it is for the public services to work together, to promote positive outcomes for children and families. This aims to ensure that it’s everyone’s responsibility to safeguard a child and not rely on this being a sole duty of the Social Services. SSWBA(W) 2014 also founded a regional Safeguarding Board such as CYSUR, which includes safeguarding activity, promote interagency co-operation and review practice ensuring better outcomes for children and young people (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act, 2014).

Overall, in Wales, safeguarding children is made up of a combination of welfare, protection and rights-based legislation. The foundation begins with the Children Act 1989 which enables child protection intervention, while the strength arises from the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 which values prevention, reporting and multi-agency working. With these frameworks combined, they enforce professionals to work together to protect children from harm whilst also promoting well-being and participation in decisions that affect lives. 

Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) provide general standards to support with protecting children within every Local Safeguarding Children Board in Wales. They provide a framework for child protection referrals, actions, decisions and are a part of the plans that are made and actioned because they are an essential part of promoting children’s welfare.  

In Wales, the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWBA) 2014 is the primary part for safeguarding, providing legal frameworks for both adults and children. In comparison to England, whose main framework for safeguarding adults is the Care Act 2014, but this does not include safeguarding children, meaning, the Children Act 1989 continues to be utilised. 	Comment by Mair Davies (Learning & Development): This may be more for 1a

Additionally, CWMPAS and CYSUR are two different Safeguarding Boards in Mid and West Wales. CWMPAS are the Regional Safeguarding Adults Board and CYSUR are the Regional Safeguarding Children Board. Although different boards, they both aim to work collaboratively with other professionals through the area, to support those at risk (Cysur, 2019).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Children’s and Adults’ safeguarding are known to have differences which vary throughout the UK. These being within legislation, procedures, timescales, investigating duties the measures in place to protect those from abuse and neglect. 

Firstly, Children’s Safeguarding considers the welfare of the child being paramount, whereas Adults Safeguarding promotes the person’s autonomy and empower their independence to make decisions regarding their life. 

Another difference we must consider if the difference in vulnerability of both adults and children, which leads us issues of Consent and Mental Capacity. Intervention can happen without consent within Children’s Safeguarding where there are concerns about their welfare or risk of significant harm. This is because children are considered vulnerable due to their developmental stage, age and dependence on adults (NSPCC, 2022). NSPCC (2022) explains how Gillick Competency and Fraser guidelines support professionals to balance the need for listening to children’s wishes with the responsibility of their safety. These guidelines provide support to help practitioners decide whether a child is mature enough to make decisions that affect their life. Despite this, if a child is considered ‘Gillick competent,’ professionals may need to override a child’s wishes if there are concerns that a child is at risk of significant harm. 

Whereas adults are vulnerable when elderly, disabled or dependent on others. The main difference being, adults have had a lifetime of independence and autonomy, which needs to be respected (Macias, 2024). In contrast, consent is required where possible for Adult Safeguarding (Edwards and Best, 2020). The Mental Capacity Act (2005) states that one must be assumed to have the Mental Capacity to make decisions unless there is a reason to doubt. In addition, an individual has the right to make an unwise decision on the provision of being provided with the relevant information regarding the potential risks. If they can understand and weigh this information, they have the right to make a decision that others may see as ‘unwise.’ Under the MCA (2005), adults are considered as individuals over 16 years old under non-safeguarding circumstances (NHS, 2024), however, safeguarding legislation under the Children Act (1989) consider anyone under 18 years of age, a child (NSPCC Learning, 2026).  

Macias (2024) reports that children’s safeguarding laws reflect on their lack of legal capacity to make decisions, whereas in contrast, laws concerning adults at risk tend to focus on promoting their rights, especially their right to autonomy. As professionals, we aim to respect people’s rights and choices because empowering adults is an important factor when making decisions about their life. 

Despite working in the Adults Services, I am aware of the policies and frameworks regarding the children safeguarding procedures, as on some occasions there are cases we receive which involve children.  
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