	[image: image1.jpg]PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ———
S Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





	
	


Institute of Education and Humanities
MA Dissertation Approval Form 
	Student Name 
	Bethan Catherine Watts


	Degree Scheme 
	MA Medieval Studies


	Start date 
	10th September 2021



I have completed Part 1 of my degree.
	Title of Dissertation:
Children in the Home: Infant Wellbeing and Parent-Child Relationships in Late Medieval England.


	Aims and Objectives:
· challenging the idea that children were “of little interest” in the Late Middle Ages (Lewis, C., ‘Interdisciplinarity, Archaeology and the Study of Medieval Childhood’ in Hadley, D. M. (ed.) Medieval Childhood: Archaeological Approaches (Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2014), p. 163).
·  challenging the idea that medieval parents had little involvement with, and affection for, their children.
· investigating the treatment of children in Late Medieval England, including the reaction of parents to infant mortality and childhood accidents, as well as societal reactions to abortion and infanticide.
· investigating the lives of children in the domestic sphere, including the lengths that parents went in ‘childproofing’ the home according to the parenting guidebooks and advice of the time.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

In her 2014 article, Carenza Lewis declared that children were ‘of little interest’ in the Middle Ages (Lewis 2014, p. 147). It was an argument that echoed the sentiments of earlier social historians such as Philippe Aries and Lloyd de Mause, who asserted the belief that that Middle Ages was a period ‘characterised by indifference [to children], abandonment and infanticide’ (de Mause 1976, pp. 32 – 33). 


Despite efforts to shed more light on children and childhood in the Middle Ages by recent revisionist historians like Barbara Hanawalt, medieval records regarding infants are still widely glossed-over in modern historiography. There still exists a popular belief that medieval parents had little to do with their children, or that they were not sentimental nor affectionate. In this dissertation, I aim to challenge the traditionally accepted stereotype that medieval children were widely neglected in the Middle Ages, as well as the belief that they were invisible against the backdrop of medieval society. 


I will adopt a revisionist standpoint when writing this dissertation, and will principally focus on children in a social, cultural and domestic context. My dissertation will be built upon contemporary sources concerning the medieval family and home, of which there are many. Already, I have found the use of parish records, coroner’s rolls and other such materials to be useful to my research, particularly in the case of childhood accident and mortality analysis. For this reason, I will focus my dissertation around the Late Middle Ages (specifically England), where these sources are of most prominence.  


I will consider only the children of the lowest classes – the ordinary people. Although I will supplement my research with parenting handbooks that would have been available to every social class, it is the children of the lowest rungs of the social ladder that I am most interested in, for they were the ones who influenced many of the attitudes of the day.


I hope to shed light on parental affection in my dissertation, investigating the extent that parents were sentimental of their children in the Middle Ages. I will challenge the stereotype that infant mortality was such a frequent occurrence in Medieval England that it did not emotionally affect parents and kin. I will examine how children were treated in the family home, the reactions of parents to the injuries, illnesses and deaths of their children, as well as a child’s relationship with the wider community – siblings, kinsmen, step-parents, wetnurses and the locale. I am particularly interested in how medieval parents ‘childproofed’ their home - how open stoves came to be seen as child death-traps, how infants barely out of the crib were left alone at home, and how things such as co-sleeping was widely discouraged on account of its threat to life. 


Further, I will examine the adultification of children, and how children were often treated as their own singular class in society. This part of the dissertation will tackle the often ill-defined boundaries of childhood, as well as the commodification of children in domestic roles, be it assisting in the care of younger siblings, or engaging in manual labour. I will examine how ‘unwanted children’ – the illegitimate, orphaned and disabled – were treated by society. This will weave in with my investigation of custodial violence and parental neglect, as  well as medieval attitudes towards abortion and infanticide, of which I will briefly touch.


I aim to reach the conclusion that children were a much more prominent part of medieval society than is traditionally accepted, and that the treatment of medieval children was much more positive than negative.
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