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This assignment will critically discuss barriers to education from a global perspective with particular reference to Kenya and Wales. It will also identify an understanding of the barriers which are facing universal education and the role of governments and international organisations in working to overcome the barriers. The practitioner will also critically explore a appreciation of the value of a sustainable global education community. The practitioner will be using many different policies that will support this piece of work such as The Welsh Assembly Government policies about poverty and education and using the National Health Services (NHS). It will also explore the policies such as The Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) and UNICEF and corresponding policies in Kenya. This will look at African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) to see what the statistics are for poverty, health care and education and consider how they differ to these in Wales.
The chosen country that the practitioner will be talking about is Kenya. World of Meters (2018) notes that in Kenya there are 48.46 million people, 44 million people are living in poverty.  As in Wales the population is 3.063 million and only 710.000 are living in poverty throughout Wales.The environment in Kenya is dry and desert and there is no medical care for people who are living in poverty. This is a challenging situation as it presents a bad scenario as in Kenya those living in poverty have no protection. There is problem of parents having children that can carry a sexual disease such as human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and AIDS. This is a struggle as the population is decreasing because more adults and children are dying before living their life. According the Statista.com (2010) over recent years the life expectancy has improved since 2005 having gone from 55.78% of people living to the age of sixty five to in 2015 the percentage of people living to the age sixty nine being 66.65%. 
Education for All Global Monitoring Report (2012 page 3) states that “The poor, and girls most of all, have far less chance of making it to school. In 2008, in Kenya, almost all children from rich households had been to school, whether boy or girl. But 55% of poor girls living in the Kenya had never been to school, with 43% of poor boys in the region in the same situation. This is, however, an improvement since 2003, when 71% of poor girls and 56% of poor boys in the Kenya had never been to school.”
Apart from poverty, lack of health care and teachers, there is also a lack of resources in relation to education. Funding is a problem in Kenya for teachers and training also for buying books for school, games equipment and support.
McCowan, T. & Unterhalter, E.  (2015) notes that funding is a big problem in Kenya. On the list of financial problems in Africa, Kenya is number fifteen out of fifty four on the list. This is a problem for Kenya as they have a big population and not enough money to provide people with the correct food and clean water. As most of Kenya is in poverty, they do not have the funds to provide filters for clean water and crops to grow for eating.
The Star News (2018) states that “Some schools are yet to receive teaching materials while lack of sufficient training has left most teachers confused - a number have reverted to the old syllabus” By this the schools are struggling with the lack of resources because they do not have enough money to put teachers through their training to be able to teach the children the appropriate work.
EFA (2015) identifies those schools in Kenya struggle to have financial aid for the school to provide them with books for the children. For the schools in Kenya the books cost one hundred Kenyan shillings this is a struggle because people in Kenya  only earn one hundred Kenya shillings a week and if the parents have more than one child it can leave them hardly any money for food. which is one pound thirty seven pence in Wales.  In Wales it is a reasonable amount of money but in Kenya that is a lot of money to be able to spend on books. The Welsh Assembly Government (2016) discusses that in Wales, the minimum wage is 7.50 an hour, this means that the parents would bring home about two hundred pound a week which is enough to feed their families for the week.
Another challenge for Kenya is affording equipment for schools such as exercise books, footballs, pencils, rubbers and toys. This does affect the children because they are not able to enjoy their time in school and they may not remember the work that they did in school the day before. By having books the children are able to be taught how to read and write and how to learn the basic such as alphabets and numbers. There are organisations that will go to Kenya and help the children with learning new skills and provide them with books and equipment, one such organisation is called Aid for Africa 2018.
In relation to health, CQ Researcher, (2010) identifies that one of the biggest challenges is clean water to drink, every day in Kenya ten children die each day because of no clean water and parasites that live in the water. Another problem is that they have little or no medical care which will help them to get rid of the parasites and help them get better. There is a strong support group that help with clean water and this is called the Water Aid 2018, they work together to help the children and adults in Kenya to have clean and healthy water. They also provide Kenya with water pumps that only pump out clean water.
With all these challenges, there are organisations that are there to help but Kenya is still in trouble because they can not afford a lot of support because they are in a lot of debt and most of the country is under in poverty and they can not help themselves because they can not afford resources.
Banerjee, A. & Duflo, E. (2011) talks about there are differences between Kenya and Wales such as finances and education. Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (2018) which stands for ESGDC discusses that there are a lot of barriers in Kenya that stops children from going to school such as poverty, hunger and poor nutrition, being a girl, not enough in the school or not having a classroom at all, no materials to use, a child with disabilities, conflict in country and the travelling to school.
The Welsh Assembly Government (2016) discusses that there are barriers to education in Wales and Kenya while there are different barriers they all have there have differences and barriers that are similar to education. The  African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (2018) also stands for ACRWC discusses that children in Kenya struggles to go to school because the poor nutrition and lack of food which causes the child to become ill and there is no medical care.
However, The Welsh Assembly Government (2016) identifies that whilst children in Wales have the medical care some families can not afford food but there are ways that the government help such as income support and benefits.
Global Citizen (2012- 2018) discusses that poverty is a big struggle for Kenya as most of the country is rural and it is hard to grow crops as the weather is too hot. By growing crops they could potentially sell, to people in the more wealthiest  sections of Kenya to provide an income. UNICEF (2007 page 2) published the statistic of reasons for children between the ages of six and fourteen on why they do not go to school such as “21% had no money for school costs, 19% had to work or help at home, 7% said school was too far, 2% reported poor quality of school as the main reasons.”
By this quote the UNICEF (2007) identifies that there are many of different barriers but these are the main reasons children have been kept at home to help with house work such as collecting water, food and looking after family members.
Ace Africa Developing Communities (2016 page 1) also supports UNICEF (2007) by stating “even though schools are free, parents still have to pay for books, uniform and teachers salaries” By this Ace Africa Developing Communities (2016) argues that even though there are free schools for children, their books and uniform cost money and they have to pay the teacher taking the class as they need to be paid for teaching the children. When families are living in poverty this can become very challenging because they are struggling for money for their food and water, it would be a really big struggle for the parents to pay for resources and uniform.
Health care is also big problem in Kenya, as they do not have the right medical care. In Kenya they have many of diseases such as cholera which is caused by the bacteria in dirty water. According to Standard Media (2009) about 3967 people in Kenya have come into contact with cholera but only 76 have died in the last year. Malaria is another disease which is life threatening and it is caused by parasites. Malaria in Kenya WEB (2008) states that three thousand children under the age of five have died from malaria each year. World Health Organization (WHO page 1) state that in “Kenya has just one doctor and only 12 nurses/midwives for every 10,000 people”.
The National Health Service (NHS 2017) identifies that there is one doctor to every ten families which means that it is easier for people in Wales to access the right medical care for their selves and their families. The most a doctor can have is twenty five families to care for at one time. When one family has left another family replace them to have medical care.
Another factor is sexual diseases that people in Kenya could have but there is very little or no medical care to help them with treatment which is affecting the poor people in Kenya. UNAIDS (2018) discusses that over the past year there are 120000 children under the age of fifteen living with HIV. Most of these children will have died by the time they were sixteen, which is not good as if Kenya had the right medical care the children would be able to live longer and help themselves and it is not being passed on to the next person.
In 2018, another condition that people are dying from lack of maternity care because there are  not many or no doctors to help and the right medical care if anything has gone wrong for example a lot of blood loss, the baby could be stuck and the mother may need a caesarean section (C section) which is not possible. 
In comparison, in Wales there is the National Health Services (NHS) which provides free medical care to every person. NHS (2017) discusses that people who have caught diseases from unknown places are able to go to the hospital and get treated by the NHS. Every treatment is free unless the person decides to go for private care, sexually transmitted disease are cured in Wales. However in Wales there are people with AIDS which is similar to Kenya
 Wales Online (2008 page 6) states that “The Health Protection Agency reported 193 new diagnoses of HIV infection in Wales in 2007.”  There is a difference from Kenya with their number of people with HIV which is 120000 and in Wales there are 193 in 2007.  The Terrence Higgins Trust (2016 page 4) states that “an estimated 89,400 people are living with HIV in the Wales”. But only 12% are not being diagnosed for their HIV and there was 5164 is diagnoses since then.
Another major barrier is Education and gender, how it affects children access school.  Gender Education and Equality in a Global Context (2008) discusses another barrier that has a differences with Kenya is being the ‘wrong gender.’ BBC News (2018) discusses that in Kenya there is one female to every five males in a classroom in statistics. However in 2015 there were two females to one male but now in 2018, there is one female to fifteen males because the females are required to help out with house work, collecting water and food.
EFA (2003/4)  notes that girls in Kenya have been seen as the ‘maid’ around the house, boys  are seen as  more important to go to school as they will be earning the money for their families and providing food for their families. In Kenya, the girls have to stay at home to cook food, collect water, and look after families and children when the men go out to work and try and earn money. Girls and women do not have equal rights to the men and boys when it comes to working and voting in Kenya.
Kenya Project (2010) this quote was from a child living a Kenya to a visitor. By saying that if “They were born the ‘wrong’ gender. On a visit to an all-girls school in rural Kenya I was asked by the pupils if my parents were ‘disappointed’ that I wasn’t a boy”  By this quote the child is convinced that they are the wrong gender to be going to school as they are not a boy. A lot of people are Kenya think that girls should not go to school and should stay at home doing the chores.
Estyn (2009) discusses that In Wales there is no gender discrimination which is also supported by Legislation (2010), there are equal amount of girls to boys. If a girl has been stopped from going to school because she is the wrong gender, the child has equally rights to be able to take the school to court for gender discrimination.
 The Education Union (2012 page 3) states that “As several of the chapters explore, boys and girls learn how to ‘do boy’ and ‘do girl’ within a context where they are rewarded by adults and policed by their peers (by both their own gender and by the other) to behave in line with the prevailing constructions of gender.” This quote has been taken from Kenya. By this they are saying that some people in Kenya believe that boys should play with boy toys such as action men, cars and trains and girls should play with girl toys such as babies, prams and dress up. If any boy or girl has been seen as playing with the wrong to toys they are judged. As parents and people may think that is something wrong with them instead of saying that everyone can play with different toys.
Both countries have barriers and there is a big struggle in the countries but there is a lot of support from organisations that help all people living in poverty and helps every child to access an education as they have the right to be educated. EDSGC (2013) discusses that there is three different barriers that is mentioned and poverty is a big barrier to education and it is the same in both countries because poverty is all over the world no matter how much money each country have. By this, the government helps the countries and join together to help support one another to have the right education, water and food.  The Welsh Assembly Government (2016) notes that children in Wales are taught that everyone does not have education where they  come from because of these barriers and the children have been given information on how they could help these children in Kenya.
In conclusion, the practitioner has found out some topics about Kenya that they did not know such as the amount of people living there and the amount of people who are living in poverty this is supported by World of Meters (2018) There were a lot of different barriers that the practitioner found interesting was the health care background by saying that so many children have died from diseases and HIV in Kenya, however in Wales they have the same diseases such as HIV and AIDS. Even though both countries have the same diseases the number of people dying because of the medical care and the treatment.  The population of Kenya is increasing as there are so many people and in Wales there is half as many and the population is getting greater in Kenya is increasing. Throughout the assignment, the practitioner had found that there are a lot of different barriers that stop children in Kenya to be educated and how some of the barriers are the same such as poverty is in both countries but in Kenya there is more poverty than Wales. While looking at the policies in Kenya and Wales the practitioner found out that all the policies are the same but adapted to the countries that the policy is produced. In conclusion, the practitioner has decided that even though the two countries are on the opposite side of the world they have the same barriers but different ways for dealing with the barriers. Towards the end of the essay the practitioner found out that gender was a big barrier for children in Kenya as they are supposes to be at home looking after the family and doing the housework. It is different in Wales as by law every child should be going to school and if a child is stopped from going to school because of their gender, then the school can be prosecuted according to Estyn (2009).
Overall the practitioner found this topic interesting as there is a lot of information about the poverty in both countries and how their countries and government support them.
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