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“Feudalism as a type of Society” Appraisal.

In his articles, Feudalism as a type of Society and The Persistence of European Feudalism, French medieval historian Marc Bloch sets out to challenge his own time and culture’s historiographical interpretations of feudalism and to ascertain the exact meaning of the term and this review will assess them and the historiographical context. Confronting the concept of feudalism as a pre-defined monolith, Marc Bloch opens his article with a directed effort to define what various incarnations of feudalism there are globally before continuing on to appraise how feudalism actually worked, concluding with an examination of feudalism’s legacy. This review will provide an overview of both articles and attempt to place these articles in the proper historiographical context.
Bloch’s first article opens with answering the question, “Has there been more than one Feudalism?” His answer is, in short, yes and no. Yes, in the sense that that template of hierarchy used and no in the sense that it did not inherently conform to the European model, which Bloch first sets out to sift through and examine. As a part of this examination process, Bloch reviews the relationship between the feudal system and manorial land ownership, before contending that the two terms must be divorced from one another in historiographical terminology.
The second in Bloch’s line of questioning is what, specifically, the fundamental characteristics of European Feudalism actually were. As a part of this, Bloch contends that feudalism was formed from two separate systems: the familial-style society of the Germanic tribes that invaded the second system of the collapsing Western Roman Empire. With this, came a highly localized society and economy based around the manorial system of land ownership in that the local lord was granted his estate as a vassal and rented that land out to tenants or worked it with labourers.
Bloch argues further that Western feudalism was unequal, but not hierarchical and consisted of chiefs as opposed to nobles and serfs—indentured labourers[footnoteRef:1]—as opposed to slaves. To complete the undermining of this image of a social pyramid Bloch wrote, “In an age of disorder, the place of the adventurer was too important, the memory of men too short, the regularity of social classifications to uncertain, to admit of the strict formation of regular castes.”[footnoteRef:2] The many were still subjected by the few, however, and with the rise of the manorial system the association of wealth—which mainly consisted of land—with power grew as local lords and their vassals came to be able to field men in their own right in their own locality’s in a way the king could not. [1:  Oxford Reference, Serf, www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199546091.001.0001/acref-9780199546091-e-10488?rskey=rqfdxO&result=1 (Accessed 08/12/17)]  [2:  Feudal Society, Feudalism as a type of Society, Bloch, Marc, P.443] 

The third facet of the matter that Bloch examines is feudalism in other countries and what manner this feudalism took. The country Bloch uses as an example of this is Japan. In summary, Japanese feudalism emerged during a time of economic slowing and combined two systems of government same as in Europe. Bloch contends, however, that the styles of feudalism differ in the fact that the Japanese version did not reach to the Japanese Emperor, who as such remained free from the feudalistic obligations of a lord to his vassal.

Although technically an entirely separate article altogether, Bloch’s second work The Persistence of European Feudalism ties in well with the first article as continuing the narrative of European feudalism’s legacy. Continuing from Bloch’s earlier point about divorcing feudalism from manorialism, with the end of feudalism as a means of organizing military might came less and less reason for those living under it to endure it, a fact that did nothing to change the obligations of vassalage that France lived under all the way up to the final demise of the manorial system in the French Revolution, with the continued obligations of serfdom persisting right up to the start of Revolution itself.

The last major point to examine shall be the historiographical context of Bloch’s works. Firstly, he was writing in early 20th century France, publishing his work originally two-volume work Feudal Society in 1939 and 1940, just at the start of WWII (which he did not survive[footnoteRef:3]). From this, there are three points worthy of note: 1st is the cultural change that Europe underwent due to the First World War and with it the new terms of thinking that came with it. In this time, Marc Bloch and his associates, Lucien Febvre and Fernand Braudel founded the Annales school of approaching historical research, focusing on themes (like feudal society) over longer lengths of time than was normal for the era. 2nd, Bloch was writing in France, home of the Revolution and this indisputably would have been an impact on his perception of feudalism and the aftermath thereof. 3rd, Bloch originally wrote his works in French and as such his works have had to be translated into English, whatever the complications of that may be. [3:  He was arrested and executed by the Germans, having fought in the French Resistance and the French Army before that; Oxford Reference, Marc Bloch, Dictionary of the Social Sciences, http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195123715.001.0001/acref-9780195123715-e-171?rskey=hyiRWe&result=3 (Accessed 05/12/17)] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Marc Bloch’s works on feudal society took an angle that at the time few scholars thought to approach from. As an article, the case of feudalism as a phenomenon that was not as absolute as is traditionally made out to be is laid out well and relatively easy to read.
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