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Origins of the National Health Service (NHS)

Pre-History of the NHS.
Godber, 1988 presented the pre-origins of the idea of a national health service was not produced by any one political party. Nearly all the services which were incorporated in 1948 already existed. What was needed was a system that would ensure equality of access in accordance with need, not ability to pay. That was part of a consensus in British society about its responsibility to its members, first fully expressed in the Beveridge report in 1942.
He further explained that a medical advisory committee to the first minister of health produced an outline plan for a national health service as far back as 1920, introducing the idea of three levels of medical care approximating to region, district, and neighbourhood. Nothing was done at the time, partly because of postwar retrenchment and partly because of opposition from sectional interests.

Current Structure and functioning of the NHS
The NHS is the largest such organization in Europe with a budget of £116.4 billion and a staff of 1.5 million (Gulabivala, 2018).  He further explains that the seven laudable principles underpinning the NHS are that it: 
· Provides comprehensive service to all its citizens 
· Provides access based on clinical need rather than ability to pay, being free at the point of delivery for most services
· Aspires to high standards of excellence and professionalism 
· Reflects the needs and preferences of patients, their families and carers 
· Works across organizational boundaries and in partnership with other organizations to serve the interests of patients, local communities, and the wider population
· Commits to providing the best value for tax payers’ money and the most effective and fair use of finite resources
· Is accountable to the public communities and patients.

Conclusions
The NHS since its inception has been a lifeline for the health and wellbeing of the local communities based on the services it provides to the UK citizens.
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Dentistry Services

Current functioning of the dentistry service

Gulabivala, 2018 stated that in the United Kingdom, dental care is administered as part of
the National Health Service, a government system involving tax-based funding, country-wide
standards, and some centralized management. Actual dental care is a hybrid of public (60%)
and private (40%) reimbursement, contracts and fee-for-service payment schemes, often
multiple streams for the same patient. This blend of governmental and capitalistic forces has
undergone constant adjustment and has demonstrated general improvement in oral health
and patient satisfaction in recent years. The complexity of the system makes it vulnerable to
dentists gaming reimbursement opportunities and patients being uncertain about options and
quality of care received. It is projected that as attention shifts from services provided to oral
health outcomes, there will be more attention to local variations in need, greater use of

therapists, and increasing emphasis on prevention.

Organisation of the dentistry service in England and Wales

Dentistry in England and the UK is a part of the National Health Service (NHS), set up in 1948.The NHS is the largest such
organization in Europe with a budget of £116.4 billion and a staff of 1.5million

The seven laudable principles underpinning the NHS are that it:

Provides comprehensive service to all its citizens

Provides access based on clinical need rather than ability to pay, being free at the point of delivery

« for most services.

Aspires to high standards of excellence and professionalism.

Reflects the needs and preferences of patients, their families and carers.

Works across organizational boundaries and in partnership with other organizations to serve the interests of patients,
local communities, and the wider population.

Commits to providing the best value for taxpayers’ money and the most effective and fair use of infinite resources.

Is accountable to the public communities and patients.

Two Challenges faced by the dentistry services in the UK

Health professionals in acute and community care settings should receive training

in oral health.

The key aim of Gwén am Byth is to improve oral hygiene and mouth care for older people living in
care homes through the development of a consistent all-Wales approach. Many residents have poor
or inadequate oral health when they move to their care home, often as a result of deteriorating health
and mobility during the preceding years including people living with dementia (Public Health Wales)
and the results statistics from 2009 to 2012 are shown Figure 1.

Shortage of dental clinicians in some communities.

Seddon, 2024 carried out a study that showed that around 80% of associates view the NHS service
in Wales negatively or very negatively. Of concern, 42% of Welsh respondents rate their job as very
or extremely stressful, compared with a third in England. Nearly half (46%) of Welsh associates
score their current morale as low or very low, in comparison with just over a quarter (27%) in
England.

Conclusions
The dentistry service is very critical for the health and care for the elderly. We have looked at
the history and the challenges facing the professional in our local communities..
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Dentistry Policies in the UK

n the UK, dental policies can be private or part of a dental insurance
plan, which involves paying a regular premium to cover costs for
routine and some treatment. These plans often require you to pay
the dentist first and then claim the money back, with varying levels of
coverage, annual limits, and potential co-payments. Employers may
also provide dental insurance as part of employee benefits.
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              Introduction Dentistry oral mouth care is a significant aspect of offering person centered care in any care setting. During one of a family member's visit for a dental check, the dentist told them their gum disease is hereditary, although she did not have the reference or data to justify the statement. Since a significant portion of the community are suffering from gum disease, it was better I research on the topic which can help community to understand the services available to people like us in the community. Dental services include a wide range of treatments from routine check - ups and cleanings to more advanced procedures like fillings, crowns, root canals, braces, and dental implants. Dentists also provide cosmetic options like teeth whitening and veneers, as well as emergency care for issues like toothaches or chipped teeth. Many of these services are available through the NHS or private practices. The dental services are provided by the NHS and also privately in the community.  Brief History of the dentistry service Cockcroft (2025) cited an article which stated that looking at the modern history of dentistry, dental services, oral health and change, from a largely personal perspective, the obvious date seemed to be 1948, when the NHS was introduced and dentistry was included as one of the main new fields of care that would be available free of charge to all. This would mean that for the first time in our country, all people could access healthcare in its then basic form, irrespective of the ability to pay. He also stated the fact that after Winston Churchill victory in 1945 second world war, he used his popularity to campaign against the free National Health Service which to him was a waste of money. He called an election and fought to stop the NHS bill and lost.  Dentistry Services Current functioning of the dentistry service Gulabivala , 2018 stated that in the United Kingdom, dental care is administered as part of the National Health Service, a government system involving tax - based funding, country - wide standards, and some centralized management. Actual dental care is a hybrid of public (60%) and private (40%) reimbursement, contracts and fee - for - service payment schemes, often multiple streams for the same patient. This blend of governmental and capitalistic forces has undergone constant adjustment and has demonstrated general improvement in oral health and patient satisfaction in recent years. The complexity of the system makes it vulnerable to dentists gaming reimbursement opportunities and patients being uncertain about options and quality of care received. It is projected that as attention shifts from services provided to oral health outcomes, there will be more attention to local variations in need, greater use of therapists, and increasing emphasis on prevention. Organisation of the dentistry service in England and Wales Dentistry in England and the UK is a part of the National Health Service (NHS), set up in 1948.The NHS is the largest such organization in Europe with a budget of £116.4 billion and a staff of 1.5million. ​ The seven laudable principles underpinning the NHS are that it:​ Provides comprehensive service to all its citizens​ Provides access based on clinical need rather than ability to pay, being free at the point of delivery​ • for most services.​ Aspires to high standards of excellence and professionalism.​ Reflects the needs and preferences of patients, their families and carers.​ Works across organizational boundaries and in partnership with other organizations to serve the interests of patients, local communities, and the wider population.​ Commits to providing the best value for taxpayers’ money and the most effective and fair use of infinite resources.​ Is accountable to the public communities and patients. Two Challenges faced by the dentistry services in the UK Health professionals in acute and community care settings should receive training in oral health. ​ The key aim of Gwên am Byth is to improve oral hygiene and mouth care for older people living in care homes through the development of a consistent all - Wales approach. Many residents have poor or inadequate oral health when they move to their care home, often as a result of deteriorating health and mobility during the preceding years including people living with dementia (Public Health Wales) and the results statistics from 2009 to 2012 are shown Figure 1. Shortage of dental clinicians in some communities. Seddon, 2024 carried out a study that showed that around 80% of associates view the NHS service in Wales negatively or very negatively. Of concern, 42% of Welsh respondents rate their job as very or extremely stressful, compared with a third in England. Nearly half (46%) of Welsh associates score their current morale as low or very low, in comparison with just over a quarter (27%) in England.    Figure 1: Number of courses of dental treatment given to children quarterly 2009 - 2021 by treatment band. ( Source : Stats Wales, Courses of  treatment by treatment band, patient type, local health board and quarter.     The Photo - by - Photo Author is licensed under CCYYSA. Conclusions The dentistry service is very critical for the health and care for the elderly. We have looked at the history and the challenges facing the professional in our local communities.. Dentistry Policies in the UK I n the UK, dental policies can be private or part of a dental insurance plan, which involves paying a regular premium to cover costs for routine and some treatment. These plans often require you to pay the dentist first and then claim the money back, with varying levels of coverage, annual limits, and potential co - payments. Employers may also provide dental insurance as part of employee benefits.


