OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date: 26/09/2022  
Time: 11:00
Year group: Year 5

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This observation took place in the morning after break time during a literacy, language and communication exercise. Pupils had previously created their own stories which was based around the theme of a fairytale (Jack and the beanstalk, little red riding hood and Cinderella). The focus of the task was for pupils to showcase their sentence skills as well as their punctuation, spelling and grammar. The pupils had completed the first draft of their stories which had been marked by the teacher. The marking included prompts such as ‘HOW?’ and ‘WHY?’ to challenge learners, encouraging them to apply content learnt in previous sessions such as formal adverbials, adjectives and dialogue. A peer assessment task was then introduced where pupils worked together in pairs, proofreading each other's stories and giving them improvements. The critical incident involved two pupils whilst peer reviewing on the ipads.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Pupils engaged in a peer review task of each other’s extended writing stories. Although the task encouraged peer reviewing and collaboration to edit parts which had been highlighted by the teacher, this incident occurred without any comments and suggestions made by the teacher. The pupil’s story read “Tom gave Jack blue beans in a wooden basket”. The peer marking the work then asked the author “what kind of blue?”. The author of the story then built the sentence further, adding the word “dark”. 
This showed that peer assessment was effective as the pupil took on board feedback given from their peer. The peer assessor took onboard how to form complex sentences and challenged their peer. It would be interesting to look deeper into peer assessment within assessment for learning and investigate how afl from a peer compares to that of a teacher.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Avenues of learning could include assessment for learning. “Assessment for Learning is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers, to decide where learners are in their learning,  where they need to go next , and how best to get them there” (The Assessment Reform Group, 2002).
· Approach to assessment in curriculum for Wales 2022.
· Dylan William, thinking through assessment.
· 4 elements of afl.
· Hall, & Burke, W. M. (2003) Making formative assessment work effective practice in the primary classroom. Open University Press.
· Panadero, & Brown, G. T. L. (2017). Teachers’ reasons for using peer assessment: positive experience predicts use. European Journal of Psychology of Education, 32(1), 133–156. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10212-015-0282-5.
· Enterprising creative contributors- adding more to the story.
· Is peer assessment more effective than teacher feedback.
· Piaget/vygotsky- Learning from others to shape oneself. Teacher promoted this and therefore the child was able to instil this without any prompts from the teacher. This raises the question of whether this is a leaned behaviour or this is a result of their development.
· Donaldson’s (2015) 4 purposes. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· There was high engagement in the task. Pupils were willing to help one another. 
· Pairs were chosen by the teacher. 
· The pairs were based on a pupil who had near completed the task, paired with another pupil who needed to do further work on it.
· The activity took part after break time.




Record 2
	Date: 26/09/2022  
Time: 3:15
Year group: year 5.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The incident happened during mathematics and numeracy at 3:15. A teaching assistant was taking this group for mathematics and numeracy and a teacher was taking another group for literacy, language and communication. The teaching assistant in the classroom informed the teacher what the pupil had done which resulted in the teacher's action.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teacher observed a child returning from nurture group. When the child returned with a member of staff, they informed the teacher that the pupil had earned two crosses for name-calling. Additionally, at the end of the day, the pupil was caught name-calling by a teaching assistant again who informed the class teacher. The researcher observed a teacher informing the child of their misbehaviour. The teacher explained that they had earned a cross on their rewards sheet. This was not the first time that the child had been name-calling which resulted in a loss of break time. This led to the researcher investigating whether the method of crosses, resulting in a loss of break is effective for every child. The research of the effectiveness for other forms of punishment is needed.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Behaviour management and motives behind behaviour (unconcious needs).
· Arbiturary consequences vs other forms of consequence e.g. reality therapy.
· How different children react to different punishments.
· Operant conditioning (B.F. Skinner - loss of break time to enforce a positive behaviour (negative punishment).

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The first challenging behaviour occured outside of the classroom, therefore the detail of this incident could not be fully understood. 
The second misbaviour occured at the end of the day, thereofre the pupil may have been excited or anxious. There was lots of movement in the classroom as their were children collecting their bags and tidying away.




Record 3
	Date: 27/09/2022 
Time: 10:40
Year group: Year 5


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This observation happened in a creative writing task on the ipads during language, literacy and communication. The researcher observed an independent group where they were editing a fairytale story that they had created. These two students were working in the ‘VIP area’. The next incident occurred in a creative arts session at 11:00.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The pupil asked the LSA how to spell dalmatian and the LSA responded with, “what have you got so far?”. The pupil then proceeded to speak “dalmatian” into the ipad which resulted in the word showing up the screen. The pupil then selected dalmatian on the suggested words on the ipad where they were then asked, “why don’t you do this independently?” by the LSA. The pupil then replied with “I don’t need to, it’s done now”.
Later in the day another pupil used the ipad during creative arts to research an image which they then copied onto their piece of work. The teacher suggested, “why don’t you use your imagination instead of using an ipad all of the time?”.

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· The use of technology enhancing learning.
· The overreliance on technology.
· Cross curricular framework.

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· The pupils were working independently.
· The option to be able to speak into the ipad is there.
· The pupil’s level of challenge is not known.
· The word used may not be as familiar as others.
· The first activity encouraged the use of ipads. Witin the creative arts session, it was not.
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