[bookmark: _GoBack]1)  Using a major archaeological ship project as a case study, review the methods employed in detection/discovery, assessment, excavation, post- excavation documentation and analysis, conservation, publication and dissemination and if applicable replica construction. Critically assess the success of the approaches employed in the different stages of the project? My project: Sutton Hoo.

The project I have chosen to follow is that off Sutton Hoo, this is an archaeological site of twenty mounds and between fifty and sixty individual burials; outside of the mounds.[footnoteRef:1] Of the Twenty mounds; two only, those of mounds one and two are of Ship Burials; Mound 3, was the only other in- tact mound other than Mound 1. Mound 3  was off a burial of a male and his horse side by side.[footnoteRef:2] In the three to four centuries before ‘Mrs Pretty‘; who owned the site and asked Basil Brown; a self-trained archaeologist, to commence excavations, in 1938; the area had suffered the ravages of tomb robbers. The mounds had also been reduced in size considerably by the results of ploughing and at least halve their sizes had been lost. It was also not known in 1938 the exact number of mounds there had been originally or indeed who the persons buried there, were. [footnoteRef:3] It has been surmised that the burials because of how elaborate the intact ones in 1938 were; that they must have been, at the very least the burial sites of the Kings of East Anglia; [footnoteRef:4]  this though would be hard to prove as the written records; recording the facts of these kings were and the very least obscure.[footnoteRef:5] ( Fig. 1). [1:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; pp 1-5; Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, The British Museum Press; London.]  [2:  Carver, M.O.H.,  1998; pp 2-5; Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of kings?, The British Museum  Press; London.]  [3:  Bruce-Mitford, R.L.S.,1968; pp 15-6; The Sutton Hoo  Ship Burial A Handbook, The British Museum Press; London. ]  [4:  Bruce-Mitford, R.L.S., 1968; p 54; The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial A Handbook, The British Museum Press; London.]  [5:  Greenway, D. ed, 2007; pp 104-7, 108-9, 114-5, 174-5, 180-1, 194-5; Henry Archdeacon of Huntington Historia Anglorum, Oxford University Press; Oxford. ] 

‘Mrs Pretty’ had married her husband ‘Colonel Frank Pretty’ in the mid - 1920,s and by 1930 she had become a mother late in life. Her husband died in 1934, which led to ‘Mrs Pretty’; with her son being left alone to run the estate. Over the next few years she withdrew from society and her health suffered. It was because of this that friends; suggested she started the excavations which were led by’ Basil Brown’.[footnoteRef:6]( Fig. 5). [6:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; pp 2-5, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?,  The British Museum Press; London.] 

There is also some doubts as to whether there are two cemeteries at Sutton Hoo; or just one with supplementary burials that may have been sacrificial for one or other of the richer graves.[footnoteRef:7] A case for either option could be made as many of the extra burials especially those around Mound 5 have either been beheaded or garrotted or had hands and feet tied before or as part of their death scenes.[footnoteRef:8] Many of the single burial plots in the cemetery are people with mutilated bodies and as such I feel that they may have been sacrificial deaths; either by consent or force; a bit like many 2 2 2)   death pit persons in the Ancient Near East.[footnoteRef:9] If this is the case than there is an argument that it was only a single burial area.[footnoteRef:10]( Fig. 12).  [7:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; pp 52,55,129,162-8; Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?,  The British Museum Press; London.
8 .Carver, M.O.H., 1998; pp 66,73-6, 90-1, 109, 132, 137-44, 168; Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, The British Museum Press; London.]  [8: ]  [9:  Carver, M.O.H., 1992; The Age of Sutton Hoo, The Boydell Press; Woodbridge.]  [10:  Carver, M.O.H., 1992; The Age of Sutton Hoo, The Boydell Press; Woodbridge. ] 

It will be my intention to follow the excavation and other reports, of Mound One; otherwise known as the Ship Burial the only other mound; other than Mound 3, found intact during the Twentieth Century excavations.[footnoteRef:11] The size of the Ship Burial at eighty feet ln length, and 14 feet breadth is not a small interment. The ship must have been dragged, up to its final resting position, from the river Deben below.[footnoteRef:12] The burial was placed in the centre of the ship, and although the grave goods survived; only the outline of where the ship in the soil, below it has survived to the present day. The wooden hull having decayed beyond redemption.[footnoteRef:13](Fig. 6).  [11: Bruce-Mitford, R.L.S., 1968; pp 15-8;  The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial A Handbook, The British Museum Press; London.]  [12:  Bruce-Mitford, R.L.S., 1968; pp 44-7, The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial A Handbook, The British Museum Press; London.]  [13:  Carver, M.O.H., 1992; plate 24, The Age of Sutton Hoo, The Boydell Press; Woodbridge. ] 

There were three main excavations of the site in the Twentieth Century; those being 1938-9, 1960’s and the 1980’s. Basil Brown was replaced by ‘Rupert Bruce-Mitford’ and finally by ‘Martin Carver’.[footnoteRef:14] The ‘Ship Burial’; in Mound 1 was found early in the excavation; of the 1930’s just prior World War Two, it was then re sealed and the excavations were moved on to Mound 3 the Tomb of the man and horse. This marked the end of the original excavations due to the war and nothing was to be resumed until ‘Bruce-Mitford’ started re-excavating in the 1960’s. Bruce-Mitford was then replaced by ‘Martin .Carver’ who led the excavation of the1980’s. (Fig 2). [14:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; pp 3-5, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, The British Museum Press; London.] 

All the grave goods found with The Ship Grave, were handed to the British Museum; at the time the value of this gift was one million pounds.’ Mrs Pretty,’ gave this treasure free of charge after a slightly acrimonious Coroners Court hearing when the state failed to win its case. The finds finally came into the possession of the National Trust and now adorn the site museum area.[footnoteRef:15]   [15:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; pp 22-6, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, The British Museum Press; London.] 

The excavations led by ‘Rupert Bruce-Mitford’ from (1965-71), took a second look at the burial site; unearthing Mound 1, again as it had been refilled in the late 1930’s.[footnoteRef:16] Closer looks at the silver from Sutton Hoo were under taken[footnoteRef:17]; as were scientific analysis of other objects such as the hanging-bowls,[footnoteRef:18] the use of fish as magnetic compasses,[footnoteRef:19] and a look at the ornament of the escutcheons.[footnoteRef:20] [16:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; p 178, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings ?, The British Museum Press; London.]  [17:  Bruce-Mitford, R.L.S.,1983; pp 157-192, The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial, Vol 3, The British Museum Press; London. ]  [18:  Bruce-Mitford, R.L.S., 1983; pp 263-315,  The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial, Vol 3, The British Museum Press; London.]  [19:  Bruce-Mitford, R.L.S., 1983; p 178, The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial. Vol3,The British Museum Press; London. ]  [20:  Bruce-Mitford, R.L.S., 1983; pp 300-315, The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial. Vol 3, The British Museum Press; London.] 

The Bronze Age brought greater trading with European areas as well as Middle Eastern States so it can be of no surprise that luxury goods and otherwise were found later in different areas. The Sutton Hoo cemetery whether you count it as one or two burial areas; shows that this trade went on and that the goods; from these exotic territories did end their days in other cemeteries, of different 3) 3) 3)   tribal groups.[footnoteRef:21] The exotic goods whether it be silver or gold or in fact; musical instruments, Iron Lamps, Shoes to name a few would only of come to rest in a inhumation of a powerful figure.[footnoteRef:22] (Fig.10).   [21:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; p 39, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of kings?, The British Museum Press; London. ]  [22:  Bruce-Mitford, R.L.S.,1983; pp 190, 611-727, 844-52,788-811,The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial, Vol 3,  The British Museum Press; London.] 

    The discovery in 1938 of the ‘Ship Burial’ in Mound 1, gave the British nations it’s most fabulously wealthy archaeological ship burial ever. Only three have ever been found in the British Isles; and all of them have been in the same area of East Anglia. Two at Sutton Hoo and one at Snape. The grave goods found at the ‘Ship Burial’ in Mound 1, included on the ‘coffin lid’; One Helmet possibly of Swedish provenance and gaming pieces. Also, from the same area a bell, 2 silver spoons, 10 silver bowls, 2 spears, A Great gold buckle; this list covers only a quarter of the finds on the lid of the coffin.[footnoteRef:23]  ( Figs 8-9). [23:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; pp 180-81, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, The British Museum Press; London.] 

The ‘West Wall’ of the burial produced a Lyre, Coptic Bowl, 3 angons, 3 buckets, sceptre and shield to name barely half the objects from this part of the grave. [footnoteRef:24] From Heap ‘C’ inside the coffin; a fluted silver bowl, otter fur cup, silver ladle, 7 burrwood  bottles, totalling half the objects in the coffin. Heaps ‘A and B’ mailcoat, pillow, shoes, horn cup, leather garment, wooden pegs and other objects in the same vain.[footnoteRef:25] On the East Wall of the burial ; were placed 3 cauldrons, chain, tub, 2 buckets, iron lamp and a pottery bottle. [footnoteRef:26] These are not the accoutrements of a poor person. (Fig 3). [24:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; pp 180-81, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings ?,The British Museum Press; London.]  [25:  Carver, M.O.H.,  1998; pp 180-81, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, The British Museum Press; London.]  [26:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; pp 180-81, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, The British Museum Press; London.] 

The value of the grave goods alone, would have been worth millions in my opinion. The fact that so much silver was found; must be closely considered with the fact that this metal in antiquity, was considered more valuable than gold. The various heaps and collections of pieces would have given the occupant all he was considered to need for the trip to the next world. This leads me to think that the occupant, could quite likely of been a member, of the ruling house of East Anglia. The name of this group of kings was ‘The Wuffingas,’ the most likely king being ‘Redwald’ (d624-5).[footnoteRef:27]This kings name has more than one spelling ‘as Carver’(1998), p 194 states it to be ‘Raedwald’. Coinage found in and around the burial plot would seem to suggest that the burial was dated to the period of this East Anglian King; as such I personally feel that the Ship Burial in Mound 1, was something to do with this man.[footnoteRef:28]At the time of the first excavation many notables were invited to the site to view the progress the archaeologists and helpers were achieving. One of the first of these was the eminent Anglo-Saxon scholar ‘Hector Munro Chadwick’ from Clare College Cambridge. When he had been tracked down he was in Herefordshire and was driven at a speed of twenty miles per hour by his wife to the excavation site. ‘Chadwick’, was unrivalled in his knowledge, and apparently stated that the ship burial, was the last resting place of the East Anglian, King ‘Raedwald’ who had died in 625 AD.[footnoteRef:29] It would than follow on from ‘The Wuffingas’ that these tribal kings were of Swedish origin, the family, name really only surviving, in one British Museum manuscript.[footnoteRef:30] ( Fig. 7). [27:  Bruce-Mitford ,R.L.S.1968; p54, The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial A Handbook,  The British Museum Press; London.]  [28:  Greenway, D., 1996; p 104-7, 108-9, 114-5, 174-5, 180-1, 194-5, Henry Archdeacon of Huntingdon Historia Anglorum, Oxford University Press; Oxford.]  [29:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; p 22, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, The British Museum Press; London.]  [30:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; pp22-23, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, The British Museum Press; London. ] 

4)   The Mound 1; ship has had a half-sized replica made of it; the boat went by the name of ‘Sae Wulfing,’ and managed a speed of seven knots under sail.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Carver, M.O.H., 1998; p VIII, Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?,  The British Museum Press; London. ] 

The Sutton Hoo site has now been handed over to the National Trust for England. With the help of individuals and other groups supporting the site they are beginning to trans plant the amenities available to the public. With the advent of the site coming under the Trusts control in 1987, moves have been made to make the site more family friendly giving families to get the Sutton Hoo experience. Whilst the site this winter the exhibits have been out on a road show to give the wider public a glimpse of the history of the site. With the site getting a £4,000,000.00; refit the exhibits and collections and the site in general will be better to show the public what life was really like in the Anglo-Saxon period. Amongst the special collections; the following are included The Sutton Hoo; drawing collection; Site Plans going back to the original digs and beyond. The Lack and Wagstaff Photo’s showing the original 1930’s excavations. Sutton Hoo is also widely advertised along with other National Trust sites to both its members and people making odd singular visits to sites.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  The National Trust, Video yearly event, 2019.


] 

There are numerous publications from coffee table books to University style publications abounding about the subject. Bibliographies and footnotes although from publication to publication show some duplication; there must be literally hundreds of books on or skirting around the subject. The public can be in no doubt that the site exists and that the lead exhibit; has-to be ‘The Ship’ from Mound 1. With the written publications and source material coming from Web-Sites, The National Trust, B.A.R., television and the papers the site is known for its high content value. The new visitor centre and collections in general will only go to enhance the whole experience for adults and children. Another feature, added to this site has been to raise Mound, number 3 back to its original size and it now dominates the site.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Carver, M.O.H., PP 343-372, The Age of Sutton Hoo, The Boydell Press; Woodbridge.] 
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Figure 1: Figure 3. Plan of the Burial deposit( Based, with minor revisions, on that of C.W. Phillips, F.S.A., Provisional Guide plate XXIV, Antiquaries Journal XX, 1940, plate XXXVII). R.L.S.Bruce-Mitford’ The British Museum Press; London.
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Figure 2:  Fig 23; The shelter erected over the mound 1 ship during the completion of excavation 1965-71; G. Keiller  Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, Martin Carver, The British Museum Press; London.  P 40.
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Figure 3: Fig 75,  Mound :1 stratigraphic relationships between the finds, from which was deduced the sequence in which the chamber was furnished. M.O.H. Carver. Sutton Hoo Burial Ground of Kings?, British Museum Press; London. P124. 
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Figure 4: Replica of the helmet found in Mound 1 at Sutton Hoo.
Plate 8, Sutton Hoo  The Excavation of a Royal Ship-Burial.  Charles Green. 1988; The Merlin Press; London.
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Figure 5: Frontispiece: General view of the excavated ship, with work in progress( B. Wagstaff). The Sutton Hoo Ship-Burial A Handbook. R.L.S. Bruce-Mitford M.A, D Litt, F.S.A.; The British Museum Press; London. 
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Figure 6: Fig 2 Plan of Sutton Hoo. P16. Based on fresh surveys carried out in 1965-66. Mound1.
R.L.S. Bruce-Mitford, The British Museum Press; London.
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Figure 7: The Family tree of the Wuffingas; Kings of the East Angles,  p 55; The Sutton Hoo Ship-Burial A Handbook R.L.S. Bruce-Mitford, The British Museum Press; London.
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Figure 8: Plate 4. 8-9 Hinged strap attachment, back and front;  Cremation Burial in Asthall Barrow; giving an idea of such attachments. The Age of Sutton Hoo, Edited by Martin Carver; The Boydell Press; Woodbridge. 

13)
[image: ]
Figure 9:
Plate 5 Gaming Pieces Cremation Burial in Asthall Barrow; The Age of Sutton Hoo; Edited by Martin Carver, The Boydell Press; Woodbridge.  ( fig 9).
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Figure 10: Figure 57 Fourth- century silver lanx found by the River Tyne at Corbridge, Northumberland.( As an example). The Sutton Hoo Ship-Burial Vol3.1, R.L.S. Bruce-Mitford, The British Museum Press; London. P66.  
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Figure 11: Figure 127. Backs of two silver dishes from Lambousa, Cyprus, p171; The Sutton Hoo Ship-Burial, R.L.S.Bruce-Mitford Vol3.1, The British Museum Press; London.  
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16)
Figure 12: Figure 341, The east end of the burial chamber with the remains of cauldrons I,II,III partially uncovered ( photo: O.G.S. Crawford). The Sutton Hoo Ship-Burial Vol 3, 1983; R.L.S.Bruce-Mitford, The British Museum Press; London.  
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Ficure 127 Backs of the two silver dishes from Lambousa, Cyprus: (a) is completely unpolished

and has a short foot-ring apparently worked up in situ; (b) has a foot-ring similarly fashioned but the

rest of the back of the bowl has been polished. (National Museum of Cyprus, nos. J. 456 and J. 455,
diameters 36'8 and 44 cm)
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Fig. 75 Mound 1: stratigaphi across from north to south, coincident with ribs at approximate
rclatonshipsbetwe ly the level of the junction between strakes 5 and 6. Then a floor





