
Essay one: How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. Word limit: 1000 words. 
In the following essay I will be talking about Police Malpractice and Misconduct and how it has influenced modern Policing. I will be looking at past incidents that have led to Police Officers and Staff convictions and how that has led to change in today’s Police. Additionally, I will look at perceived Police misconduct by the public which has also led to significant change. From research within this topic, I have been led to believe that there has been significant change to Police policies due to misconduct of the individuals within the police. First of all by looking at the figures of the amount of Police Officers and Staff that have received complaints indicate that 29% of Police Officers have received complaints, this being 290 complaints per 1000 employees (IOPC, 2021) additionally the data shows that the same officers tend to revive more than one complaint against their conduct. This has led to the Police having to lead a public facing role when dealing with Misconduct hearings to ensure public confidence. On top of this, previous large events which has caused a great deal of public interest such as the 2011 riots whereby Police Misconduct was ruled out by IPCC but perceived by the Public to have been misconduct and that if the public perceive misconduct that change will still occur. So, in the following essay you shall read more in depth about the above, this shall first be led by detailing what is Police misconduct, how many police have received complaints, how complaints has led to a greater transparency, how perceived misconduct is just as bad and how modern policing has been influenced. 
First, I shall be answering what is Police misconduct to allow a understanding to the question. As stated, Police misconduct is.
 “Inappropriate Actions taken by Police officers in connection with their official duties” (Maher, 2015)
During the Early 80’s there was a influential incident that has played a role in modern policing which was the 1981 Brixton riots where by Black communities were being unlawfully over-policed due to the ‘sus’ law which was a stop and search law created in the 1800’s (Gloucestershire County Council, 2020). The 1981 Brixton riots were started due to tensions the police were creating by targeting black communities. An incident had occurred where a Black male was stabbed and when making his way to the hospital was stopped by police drawing a crowd which ultimately lead to the riots beginning. (Black Cultual Archives , Unknown) With the clear distrust in the Police Lord Scarman stated ‘essentially an outburst of anger and resentment by young black people against the police’ (Centre for Crime and Justice Studies , 2011)
After the Riots Lord Scarman was appointed to create the Scarman Report by William Whitelaw (Sim, 1982) This report lead to the passing of the 1984 Police and criminal evidence act (PACE) which unifies Police powers into one place to “strike the right balance between the powers of the police and the rights and freedoms of the public” (Home Office, 2013)
The Police and Criminal Evidence Act has played a key role in modern policing, it is the backbone of how police function and a important memory of why fair and legal legislation of police power is important. An important part of modern Policing is Stop and Search so comparing how this has changed since the Brixton riots is important. The SUS law meant that there was only 2 necessary points to prove, this being acting suspicious and Loitering (Thomas, 2022), compare this to Section 1 of PACE which states that there needs to be reasonable grounds for suspicion and suspicion that a prohibited item will be found is reasonable (StopWatch, 2022) additionally PACE states that the officer must state GOWISELY which tells the individual there rights and identification which is not found within the SUS laws (Turner, 2013)
Additionally the Scarman report advised that there needed to be a independent police complaints procedure which today is now known as the IOPC (Independent Office for Police Conduct) (Cook, 2021) The IOPC plays a key role in modern police as it’s the complaints system for all of England and Wales (IOPC, n.d.)
When looking at the statistics of Police Misconduct across England and Wales, between March 2021 till March 2022 there were 115,235 complaints made towards Police Officers alone (Bentham, 2023). These statistics do show that 158 officers ever had disciplinary proceedings, that is only 0.3% of all cases (Bentham, 2023). Additionally, those 115,235 complaints were made against 76,831 police officers indicating that two or more complaints were made towards the same police officers. As seen in the Guardian whereby Ch Supt Andy Walker states 
“With these misconduct figures in the public domain, I hope it can help to reassure our communities that policing takes misconduct very seriously, and any officers or staff who breach professional standards are being held to account” (The Guardian , 2023) 
When looking at how police may be trying to take misconduct more seriously is by making Police misconduct hearings more public. You can see this by looking at South Wales Police website whereby you are able to book to attend a Misconduct hearing as well as see the outcomes of Misconduct hearings on their website (South Wales Police, 2023)
In conclusion, there has been a long history of Police Misconduct which has led to greater transparency, stricter legislation, and greater public relations within the Police. This is seen in the transparent Police hearings, legislation controlling police powers and how they have influenced modern day policing whereby the PACE act has become the backbone of today police.  
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Essay two: How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. Word limit: 1000 words.
In this essay I will be talking about how media coverage affects police strategies in relation to public protection incidents what is public protection?, how the media covers it, how the media affects Public Protection and why it can be useful. 
What is Public Protection? Public Protection incidents are Dangerous persons and sex offenders within a community that pose a risk to the public. (Suffolk Police, 2023)
Public Protection and the media is a complex issue whereby there is a large range of issues and benefits, The media plays a key role in dealing with public protection incidents. With Public Protection incidents being more serious they tend to gather more attention of the media. 
A large group that influences Police strategies are ‘Paedophile Hunters’ they are a group of people who pretend to be children to lure predators into meeting and then accusing them of grooming (Stuart Miller, 2023) It would be wise to think that they assist the police in their work but the National Police Chiefs Council has told forces to stop vigilante groups as it may lead to harassment and privacy concerns, additionally they have little consideration for actual safeguarding of victims (Milne, 2018) when looking into a statement provided by the National Police Chiefs Council regarding this matter they have stated that there vigilante work can undermine police investigations (NPCC, 2017)
There has been possible privacy implications that may arise from these groups is the misuse of the media. Over the last 6 years 8 men have killed themselves after having encounters with these groups,  one group livestreamed a encounter with a person who they thought was coming to meet a young girl but turned out that it was a innocent member of the public (Purshouse, 2019) which itself leads to privacy concerns with innocent members of public being broadcasted as paedophiles. These groups additionally are known for entrapping vulnerable men with sexually loaded questions which in the end lead to families being harassed and attacked  (Greenwood, 2018)
Another aspect of public protection strategies that is affected by the Media is the grooming of young children. South Yorkshire Police was reportedly to scared to take action against Asian men with Child Sexual Exploitation of young girls fearing they would be labelled racists causing unrest (Hill, 2020) A unknown officer stated that “With it being Asians we can’t afford this coming out” (ELSOM, 2020) pushing the view of police not investigating crimes due to the fear of blowback. Its reported that the detention and interventions of abuse was hampered by the fear of being called racists (Dearden, 2022). This has led to the Prime Minister instructing Police to crackdown on grooming gangs and that they must not allow “cultural sensitivities” to stop prosecution of grooming gangs (Wilcock & Beckford, 2023) 
A noticeable incident was the Rochdale Grooming gangs, it was a gang of men who were all Asian men that committed sexual offences on children. Greater Manchester Police were notified by victims but were never believed. (BBC News, 2022) Greater Manchester police have had to apologise stating. 
“We will strive to keep improving our responses to similarly horrible circumstances, to prevent the same from happening in the first instance, and relentlessly pursuing perpetrators so that they can be held fully to account”.

Another Public Protection incident that receives a great deal of media attention is sexual offences on adults and how the police handle them. In 2016-2017 there was 5190 recorded prosecutions of rape but fell to 2102 prosecutions in 2019-2020 which is a 60% drop (Topping, 2021) It was found that Police were victim blaming and not believing victims, additionally that serving officers believed that sexual offences were not a priority (Topping, 2022)
Back in 2015 a ‘Joint CPS and Police Action Plan on Rape’ action plan was released to allow a greater prosecution level for Rape investigations and to cover any failing that were being made in investigations (CPS, 2015) however in a report made by the College of Policing stated that there were still gaps within implementation of the action plan and states that “Officers may not consider key victim engagement points ” which was addressed in the action plan (Lovell, 2022)
So how does the police change its strategy to protect the public? The introduction of The Criminal Justice Act of 2003 established the multi-agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) in England and Wales. It was created to protect victims from offenders by making the offenders participate in the multiagency approach through the Police, Probation, and prison service (MAPPA, n.d.) 
Conclusion, Paedophile hunting groups have attempted to assist police forces in capturing offenders however have caused privacy and harassment issues for victims and members of the public. They have exposed members of the public to harm by live streaming innocent persons and entrapping vulnerable people which in them selves may be victims. Police Additionally have ignored grooming gangs due to fears of being labelled racists which has led to an increase of such gangs. The NSPCC has reported that their has been an increase of 80% in grooming crimes since 2018 even with increase of Police commitment (NSPCC, 2022) 
With Police Investigations into Rape, the media has led the voice of ensuring the Police are held accountable into how they handle investigations into rape and sexual offences. The media criticising conviction rates and media reports showing police victim blaming has created a large public push to change. It has shown that the Media has a roll into how police do their investigations, the police have had to adapt their strategies as now the media can openly see and crisis their work. Funding has increased due to this after the 2015 rape report, this was to allow the police to be more open and transparent which has led to increase of convictions. 
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Essay three: How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. Word limit: 1000 words.
In the following essay I will be talking about what is early intervention is as well as its effectiveness in preventing re-offending. I will touch on the statistics of youth that offend, what programs there are, how these programs are used to reduce the figures and what the figures show on how its preventing re-offending. 
What is early intervention? Action for children states that Early intervention is the process of helping children and teenagers who are at risk of negative outcomes and addressing their issues before they worsen (Action for Children, 2019). Young offenders are defined by any person aged between 10 and 17 (Trevelyan, Unknown)
In 2021 to 2022 in the UK there were a total of 33,000 proven offences by children and of those 33,000 31.2% have re-offended (Youth Justice Board, 2023)
A study conducted by the Houses of Parliament have shown positive signs of early intervention. This study has found that a multitude of services such as Individual Mentoring, Multisystemic therapy, specialist children services and School inclusion have reduced young people abusive behaviour and positive engagement by up to 25% (House Of Parliament , 2019)
The UK government Public Health England released a report known as CAPRICORN (Collaborative approaches to preventing offending and re-offending in children) which is a detailed report into dealing with children with complex needs. This includes approaches in stop re-offending. The report states how child ACE (adverse childhood experience) can play a “important part of a child development” and creates a framework called ‘the CAPRICORN framework’ whereby there is a Upstream prevention which promotes medical problems, stable environments, strengthen life skills etc. Additionally, there is Downstream prevention such as mentoring, family level interventions and life skills (Peden, et al., 2019) Both Upstream and Downstream models have a multi-agency approach whereby they attempt to resolve a young offenders needs. 
Looking deeper into the methods of intervention we have the REBOOT program by Sussex Police. This is a four-stage program whereby early intervention attempts to divert them from crime. The four-step program is designed as the higher stage you progress to means a greater level of intervention by agencies (Sussex Police, 2019) When taking a deeper look into the program and its statistics we can see the following. There have been 1095 referrals with 769 accepted. Out of those 769 a total of 495 were deemed not needing intervention past stage 1 leaving 344 needing further intervention on further stages. In total 82% were deemed no longer at risk of re-offending (Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner, 2019/20) This program works by having a one-to-one approach by building a relationship with young person, they go onto to build on their interests rather than gaps in their life and building a plan specifically for that person (Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner, 2019/20)
When looking deeper into what may cause a young offender to commit an offence it may have to do something happening in their childhood called Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) such as Domestic Violence (Violence Prevention Unit, 2019) In a report by the Centre for youth and Criminal Justice it reports that children that have experienced a form of ACE are 15 times more likely to commit a violent act (Vaswani, 2018) 
A charity known as Early Action Together is a charity based on multi-agency approach to give preventive measures in dealing with vulnerable people to tackle causes of criminal behaviour (Royal Society for Public Health, n.d.) one of their pilot programs is a 10 week course where by giving practical strategies to help build resilience and give better chances of recovery from ACE, additionally giving the workforce with skills to recognise ACEs to increase their chances in life (Royal Society for Public Health, n.d.) Early action together found that by providing the Police with better training they were able to submit higher quality referrals which identified ACE’s that Early Action Together was able to start the multisystem approach (Hardcastle, et al., 2021)
One of the programs that assists with dealing with ACEs is the Troubled family’s program, it found after 19 months that families have a 15% decrease in youth convictions and 38% decrease in youths in custody. This was from 400000 families within the UK that received support from the program (Minitry of Housing, Comminities and Local Goverment, 2020) This program used a ‘results for payment’ which essentially wanted results out of a family in order to receive a payment of up to £4000. This encouraged families to hit goals for economic support, these goals being each child having 3 or lower exclusions and 15% less absences, reduction in ASB and reduced offending and results from the parents (Bate & Bellis, 2018)
The National Institute for Health and Care Research found out of 145 Young offenders that they suffered from Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) which causes difficulties in expression. It is found that 3 out of 5 young offenders suffer from DLD which leads to them struggling to engage with rehabilitation services provided to them causing them 62% more likely to reoffend compared to 25% with those without DLD (Winstanley, et al., 2020)
Conclusion, early intervention plays a important role in prevention of offending and reoffending with statistics showing that multiagency approaches are effective. There are key aspects that need to be considered when dealing with rehabilitation such as ACE’s which needs a complex multiagency intervention. There are programs such as REBOOT which are successful in their goals in intervention of young offenders with proven results of 82% being deemed no longer at risk. There does appear that agencies are attempting to train Police in better assessing persons to allow better referrals to outer agencies. However, it appears that disorders such as DLD stop young offenders from accessing support due to language difficulties that in itself needs intervention. Overall Early intervention is effective with high statistics showing improvement but all the support Inside Government reports that 68% of children still re-offend within a year (InsideGoverment, 2023)
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Essay four: Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? You must use academic research, rather than personal opinion, to support your answer. You may make reference to relevant case studies. Word limit: 1000 words
In the following essay I will be writing about Partnership programs and if there effective. I will be touching on what are partnership programmes, what programmes are available, the success of the programs and if any other means work. 
First, I shall be talking about what are partnership programmes. Partnership programmes are programmes whereby they are meant to provide a service to the prisoner by trying to rehabilitate them to prevent future offending. 
Do they work? Statistics show in June 2021 that the proven reoffending rate was 24.8% (Ministry Of Justice, 2023) compare this to June 2012 nearly 10 years previously the reoffending rate was 27.9% (Ministry of Justice, 2014) this is a drop of 3.1% in the proven reoffending rate. So what has changed since 2012 to lower the reoffending rate? 
A large range of programmes have been introduced to try and rehabilitate offenders in recent years. One of these programs is the South west Reducing Reoffending Partnership is a multi-agency partnership scheme which offers offenders a range of services. This being Accommodation, education, rehab, behaviour therapy and finance support (South West Regional Reducing Reoffending Partnership , 2019)
Women’s Pathfinder is a program based in Wales designed to support “Women with complex needs or those who are at risk offending/reoffending” (North Wales Womens Centre, 2019)
Women’s pathfinder provides services such as alcohol and drug misuse support, family and health issues etc.  (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, 2021) Women’s Pathfinder program uses what is called a ‘Whole System Approach’ which is a multi-agency approach which is designed to avoid gaps and provide targeted support. The program tries to intervene at the earliest opportunity such as the time of arrest. (iom Cymru, n.d.) So in essence the program is designed to help women who are arrested and provide support for these issues and additionally diverting them away from the criminal justice system where possible.  An evaluation by South Wales University found that the program had a 26% reducing in re-offending and a 17.8% re-arrest rate compared to the average of 35% (iom Cymru, n.d.) 
Another programme that was piloted back in 2015 and now rolled across South Wales is the 18-25 project. This project just like Women’s Pathfinder is designed to provide support for individuals who may have vulnerabilities and needs. (Centre for Justice Innovation, 2018) A programme that is very similar to the 18-25 programme is South Wales is DIVERT which is for 18-24 year olds. It too is designed for 1-2-1 support to assist them into education, training and employment (Bounce Back, 2021)
DIVERT programme is designed for low level offences and first-time offenders and is a alternative to prosecution. The range of support allows individuals to find the necessary support in Mental Health, drug misuse, housing and education. If individuals don’t complete the necessary work given by DIVERT they can find themselves being prosecuted for their original offence. The program has found that re-offending rates dropped to 4.5% from 13.3% which is a sign that the program has been working well (Police and Crime Commissioner for Cleveland , 2023)
Thirdly I shall be writing about other forms of rehabilitation, one form of rehabilitation that has shown some success and differs from programmes like DIVERT and Women’s Pathfinder is Cognitive Behavioural therapy. It is a form of therapy where by offenders learn how to control their mental health issues by changing how they act. They do this by trying to make offenders learn what are unhelpful thoughts and action and replace them with healthy thoughts and action (GovNet Events, 2023) A study has shown that this type of rehabilitation reduced reoffending by 25% compared to those who did not participate (College of Policing , 2018)
An issue that does appear to grow is current waiting times for offenders to access this programs, CALM (Campaign Against Living Miserably) is currently the leading anger management course in prisons however wait times range between 6 to 18 months. Additionally, SOTP (Sexual Offenders Treatment Program) which treats sexual offenders to stop reoffending wait times of 6 to 14 months (Gianquitto & Rule, 2011) 
When offenders leave prison it can be a very important time for them and a stable family for support is important. PACT (Prison Advice and Care Trust)have stated that 40% of prisoners are less likely to offend if they keep in touch with family (Clarke, 2023) and family support desistance (To stop offending behaviour) through providing support socially, belief, keeping to rules and motivation and with this support are less likely to reoffend (HM Inpectorate of Probation, 2021) however those without family and a home have trouble rehabilitating, 67% of homelessness go onto reoffending compared to 43% who had housing (Intervention Alliance , 2021)
Conclusion, statistically showing that rehabilitation has been working to reduce reoffending by 3.1% over a ten-year period. The ways that rehabilitation has been introduced is through partnership programs such as Southwest reduce offending partnership, women’s pathfinder, 18-25 project, Divert and Cognitive behavioural therapy. These programs aim by providing a multiagency support for offenders to receive assistance for there needs. Women’s Pathfinder attempts to divert Women from crime from the point of arrest by providing rehabilitation options as a alternative to arrest which has shown good results. The Divert and 18-25 programmes as well try to support young adult’s offenders by providing one to one support which additionally has shown positive results. CBT has been a method of rehabilitation which has had a positive impact which is a tool that a multiagency may use to help rehabilitate an offender. However there has been issues with the system providing rehabilitation with wait times being up to 18 months possibly effecting the effectiveness of the programmes. Additionally, families provide a key role for offenders and so does housing, with out housing even with rehabilitation, offenders end up reoffending with the homeless being 24% more likely to reoffend. 
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