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Background

	
Kim and Julia have been identified as being with a group of six youths around a burning mattress.  This had been dumped on a green area adjacent to the estate.  The Fire Brigade were called and were abused by the group as they put out the fire.  

Residents have regularly called police to unruly youths on the estate and complained about the rubbish, youths regularly setting light to the large community bins and other dumped items.  The fire brigade have also written to the Chief Superintendent for some supportive action.





Notes for Facilitators

Use the information given and confer with your learning partner/co-facilitator to decide who should be invited to come to the conference, ie who has been most affected by the events described? Who would be best able/suited to support them?

Participants

Kim
Julia
Kim’s Parent
Julia’s Parent
Mr Andrews
Fire Officer Henson





Participant Sheet – Kim

Background

Kim and Julia have been identified as being with a group of six youths around a burning mattress.  This had been dumped on a green area adjacent to the estate.  The Fire Brigade were called and were abused by the group as they put out the fire.  

Residents have regularly called police to unruly youths on the estate and complained about the rubbish, youths regularly setting light to the large community bins and other dumped items.  The fire brigade have also written to the Chief Superintendent for some supportive action.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Kim

You are 15 years old, going on 21 and live on the estate.  Your parents do not care what you do and you like being out with the lads, particularly Darren who is 24 years old (not present in the meeting).  

At the initial meeting you admitted to being in the group but lied when you denied setting light to the mattress.  

In the face of the complainants at this meeting you could admit to being the one who set light to the mattress, with Darren’s lighter, if you feel it is appropriate or to get someone else out of trouble.  You were being encouraged but did not need much persuasion as your group was often setting light to things – but only ever rubbish.





Participant Sheet – Julia

Background

Kim and Julia have been identified as being with a group of six youths around a burning mattress.  This had been dumped on a green area adjacent to the estate.  The Fire Brigade were called and were abused by the group as they put out the fire.  

Residents have regularly called police to unruly youths on the estate and complained about the rubbish, youths regularly setting light to the large community bins and other dumped items.  The fire brigade have also written to the Chief Superintendent for some supportive action.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Julia

You are 14 years old, live on the estate, and hang around with the gang for laughs.  You are fed up with your single parent who shouts and goes on at you all the time about your homework or your friends, etc.  Your parent does not like you going out with boys but you hang around with Darren, who is 24 years old, and fancies you.   

You were with the group on the night of the burning mattress and admit that freely.  You know that Kim did set light to the mattress with Darren’s lighter but will not tell (you will glare at Kim if you start taking the blame).  

You insist that setting light to things is nothing to do with you and you do not see why you are in trouble when you did nothing wrong.  You will not change that view but were genuinely shocked and tearful when you heard that you could be evicted from your home for this.  





Participant Sheet – Kim’s Parent

Background

Kim and Julia have been identified as being with a group of six youths around a burning mattress.  This had been dumped on a green area adjacent to the estate.  The Fire Brigade were called and were abused by the group as they put out the fire.  

Residents have regularly called police to unruly youths on the estate and complained about the rubbish, youths regularly setting light to the large community bins and other dumped items.  The fire brigade have also written to the Chief Superintendent for some supportive action.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Kim’s Parent

You stay at home on benefits to look after your four children with your partner who also does not work.  All your friends at the bookmakers that you see in the mornings and those in the pub later consider you a model parent.  You get the children anything they want.  You bought Kim a TV with DVD, PlayStation, MP3 Player, etc.  What more could you do?  

You don’t mind Kim going out and believe and Kim is only hanging around with girls.  

You have heard from the ‘housing’ that they are thinking of evicting you.  You do not think ‘they’ are serious about kicking you out of your terrace house on the estate because this is just not that bad.  You could be convinced otherwise…





 Participant Sheet – Julia’s Parent

Background

Kim and Julia have been identified as being with a group of six youths around a burning mattress.  This had been dumped on a green area adjacent to the estate.  The Fire Brigade were called and were abused by the group as they put out the fire.  

Residents have regularly called police to unruly youths on the estate and complained about the rubbish, youths regularly setting light to the large community bins and other dumped items.  The fire brigade have also written to the Chief Superintendent for some supportive action.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	Julia’s Parent

You are a single parent going out to work sometimes until late at the hospital as an Auxiliary.  You know that Julia has become wayward and will do anything to help.  You are co-operative, very supportive and reasonable.  You love your daughter dearly and wouldn’t want any harm to come to her.  You worry yourself about her when you are at work.  

You fully understand the point of view of the complainants and see fire-setting as dangerous and stupid.  If nobody admits the fire setting you will be inclined to think that it was your Julia that did it and think of punishments accordingly.  Either she did it or knows who did – it’s that simple.  You have seen smouldering piles of rubbish but, while you have not been personally affected by that, you would hate it if it was near your flat.

You have been told by the ‘housing’ that you could be evicted as you are responsible for those in your flat and it is a breach of the tenancy agreement.  You believe this is a real possibility and find it very distressing.




Participant Sheet – Mr Andrews

Background

Kim and Julia have been identified as being with a group of six youths around a burning mattress.  This had been dumped on a green area adjacent to the estate.  The Fire Brigade were called and were abused by the group as they put out the fire.  

Residents have regularly called police to unruly youths on the estate and complained about the rubbish, youths regularly setting light to the large community bins and other dumped items.  The fire brigade have also written to the Chief Superintendent for some supportive action.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	Mr Andrews

You are worried about being identified and wish to be called Mr A unless you are persuaded otherwise.  Your terrace house is on the estate opposite the flats and near the green area that is just a dumping ground for rubbish.  There are rats and loose dogs roaming the estate.  

Nearly everyday, you exaggerate a little, someone’s bin is on fire or a pile of rubbish is smouldering giving off fumes that blow into your house.  Your curtains still stink from the burning tyre 3 weeks ago.  If it was your child they would get a good thrashing.  Although you do not know the girls personally, you identified them as you have seen them go in where they live and spoke to the caretakers to get their names.  

Why are they out so late?  You see them regularly with this man, who doesn’t come from the estate; he must be in his early thirty’s.  Why do the parents let these young 12 year olds hang around with a man that old?  Where does the rubbish come from?



Participant Sheet – Fire Officer Henson

Background

Kim and Julia have been identified as being with a group of six youths around a burning mattress.  This had been dumped on a green area adjacent to the estate.  The Fire Brigade were called and were abused by the group as they put out the fire.  

Residents have regularly called police to unruly youths on the estate and complained about the rubbish, youths regularly setting light to the large community bins and other dumped items.  The fire brigade have also written to the Chief Superintendent for some supportive action.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	Fire Officer Henson

You attended yet another Non-Accidental Fire on the estate and were engaged in hosing down the mattress and other burning rubbish with colleagues.  While you were doing so a gang of yobs with these girls were laughing and shouting abuse.  A boy’s voice shouted “W*****s” and someone threw a bottle but you didn’t see who.  

While you were engaged on this call another “shout” came out to a nearby fire with persons trapped.  Two appliances had to be sent from another station because you were messing around with a rubbish fire!  You cannot understand why this could possibly be funny.  What are the parents going to do about it?  If they have problems what help have they sought?  What message are you going to take back to your station from this meeting?

You are aware that another officer runs a number of programmes from your station for fire awareness.
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