In what way can touring theatre effect its audience in terms of addressing 
Social, Political and cultural issues?
In our performance we will be going to schools and performing in front of young children. We are telling stories of our childhood and how they have made us who we are. In the play we are tackling the concept of how much of our selves is made from our memories and what would we be without them. We are using a poem as the main structure for our piece. We use the sentence, “The world was round, the sky was blue, and on the world was me and on the world was you.” (1)  We use this to travel back into our pasts, however when we start to live in the present and are faced with what we are and are not, we are left in uncertainty asking ourselves who am I and what makes me, me. 
In our play we have a group of people from different backgrounds telling stories of their childhood. This gives the audience a chance to see how someone from a village will have had a different upbringing compared to someone who grew up in a town. The children will be able to connect with some stories better than others; this will help educate them on the many different ways people live their lives, whilst raising the question about their own identity and how they perceive others. “In the data, we heard, repeatedly that seeing a live production made possible conversations that would not otherwise have happened.” (2) This implies that when a experience or memory is not shared by a member of the audience, they are encouraged to think about how their own experience is different.  This helps to start conversations about identify and difference where children can learn about other values and beliefs, but also share common values and experiences that they recognise.
In one section of the play were we talk about a special memory from our childhood; my memory is of me playing outside in the fields outside my house enjoying nature. The children that can relate to my story may not be able to relate when Rachel tells her story of playing hopscotch in the street beside her house. Showing the difference in the two memories will give the children watching the opportunity to talk about their childhood and differences. This also addresses how two people will have had different upbringings depending on where they were raised. For example, someone from a rural area maybe more likely to have had more freedom socially growing up. However, growing up in an urban area is more likely to lead to a broader cultural experience (ref). By having members of our group who are gay, black, white, male, female, Welsh and English, we can widen the audiences’ cultural experience “Our findings report on the role that the applied theatre intervention played in effecting change in relationships, initiating dialogue and deepening understanding of social issues.”(3) This could help them overcome prejudice and combat the stereotypes that they may have of people. “This project has offered a platform for Nottinghamshire pupils to explore complex issues to tackle prejudice and hate crime at a key age of transition in their lives.” (4)
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