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rn-nfr=f



Word order

 rn-nfr=f
 rn – noun – “name”

 nfr – adjective – “beautiful, good, perfect”

 f – pronoun – “his”

◼ Pro

◼ Noun

◼ Standing in for a noun – Peter’s hut, the class of 
Katharina



Word order rn-nfr=f
 rn – noun – “name”

 nfr – adjective – “beautiful, good, perfect”

 f – pronoun – “his”

◼ His/her = ?

◼ Personal pronoun → see handout 

◼ English: 4 kinds

 Subject (he)

 Object (him)

 Possessive (his)

 Reflexive (himself)



Word order

 rn-nfr=f
 rn – noun – “name”

 nfr – adjective – “beautiful, good, perfect”

 f – pronoun – “his”

◼ His/her = ?

◼ Personal pronoun

 His perfect name



Adjectives

 Describe qualities (size, colour, value, …)

 English – mostly used to qualify nouns in a noun phrase

◼ big house, narrow road → what kind of noun is meant?

 Middle Egyptian – three types of adjectives

◼ Primary – only nb all, every

◼ Secondary – most adjectives; created from specific verb-form (participle)

 nfr good, beautiful, perfect → from to be/to become good, beautiful, perfect

◼ Derived – formed from nouns or prepositions (nisbe)

 nwt town → nwtj “local”

 Also preposition “n” – genitival adjective (indirect genitive)



Adjectives - usage

 Modifier

◼ Then adjectives have the same 
gender/number as noun



Adjectives - usage

 Modifier
◼ ALWAYS follow the noun

◼ Several adjectives follow a noun – all same form
                                         jX.t nb.t nfr.t wab.t - all good and pure things



Adjectives - usage

 As noun

◼ nfr.t – any good/beautiful/perfect (female) person or thing

◼ Qualified by determinative

 In fact, all Eg. adjectives ARE nouns – string of adjectives behind 
first noun = apposition



Adjectives – comparative/superlative
 a cheap hat – a cheaper hat – the cheapest hat

 ME – no comparative/superlative → grammatically easier, more 
tricky to translate

◼ nfr – beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful



Adjectives – comparative/superlative
 a cheap hat – a cheaper hat – the cheapest hat

 ME – no comparative/superlative → grammatically easier, more 
tricky to translate

◼ nfr – beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful

◼ Comparative can be indicated by preposition r  



Adjectives – comparative/superlative
 a cheap hat – a cheaper hat – the cheapest hat

 ME – no comparative/superlative → grammatically easier, more 
tricky to translate

◼ nfr – beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful

◼ Comparative can be indicated by preposition r  

◼ Superlative: 
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