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AHSK6002 – Dissertation Outline and Reflective Report
Currently, I am working on a single draft piece of my dissertation. I started from a broad outline made during the summer and once I had a rough idea on what was to form the bases of my dissertation, I made a start on finding the sources to back those ideas. I am consistently adding to the original outline that I started with in the summer, in conjunction with this I have been taking my new updates to my dissertation supervisor whereby we work together to think about aspects that original I had not thought of; ultimately this has helped my chapters gain more depth. 
So far, the process of my research has come across one main difficulty that I originally knew I was going to hit. From previous assignments I tend to have struggles with expanding my work, however, last year I did an independent project and found this not to be the case. There were concerns that I might have picked a topic that was too large of a task to fit into four thousand words, though it actually worked out quite well. Therefore, my main concern is that my ideas for my dissertation are also going to be too broad to fit into the word as well as trying to do said work any justice. I took this concern to my dissertation supervisor and we have set “mini deadlines” in order to see how my writing comes across, such as to write a draft chapter by each deadline. By doing this we will both be able to see if this chapter reads as being restrictive, if this is the case then we plan to be quick to find a solution that will ultimately benefit the overall flow of my dissertation. 
Smaller concerns that I had during the first part of my research was that I was struggling to find English translations of some of my primary sources. To help with this problem I am doing a language course in my own time as well as taking sections of these sources, which will prove vital to my evidence, to my dissertation supervisor; Dr Erica O’Brien has kindly offered to help translate some of my French sources. Overall, these issues have not altered my ideas on how I wish to execute my dissertation, though the issue of possibly going to broad may prove to be the cause for some changes. 
My overall objective of my dissertation is to find evidence to aid my suspicions of exactly how many or rather who England believed it could rely on as its allies during the Wars of the Roses. The “allies” that I will be looking at are; France, Scotland, Wales, Ireland and Burgundy. The outline of analyse on each nation will be that France, Scotland and Wales will be looked at separately, since these will be the three that will be considered as not true allies. While Ireland and Burgundy will be the final section, and the comparison point of how they actually aided England. 
Over the last couple of months I have worked to understand the position in which each nation was in within this period, in particular the main people involved from each nation. The aim being that I needed to understand the relationship between all of these nations in order to understand their reasons for helping England. This will support a main focus of my dissertation, which is to find evidence that these such nations may have had ulterior motives when offering aid to England; for example we know that England and France were just coming out of the Hundred Years War, therefore, making it hard for one to believe that France would offer any genuine aid. 
Some of the main aims of my dissertation is to think about who was involved in these wars, to what extent did they get involved, why they did what they did and to find any evidence of a hidden agenda. Additionally to this I will also aim to find any evidence suggesting that any action, made by any of the nations, could be understood as either legacy issues or simply international intervention. The methodology I will be using is to start with a single nation such as Burgundy, discuss their relationship with England while finding evidence to suggest what their most likely motives were for supporting England. The aim being to build a case study full of evidence on said nation and ultimately come to a conclusion of if they were in fact an ally to England or not. Upon the conclusion of my dissertation it will be a chance to really put into perspective on who England could actually rely on or whether they were surrounded by nations that wanted to keep them in a weaken state by fuelling its civil war with false or short-lived promises. 
My research question highlights clearly the overall purpose of my dissertation, however, the title may be subject to change though the task will remain the same; my current title is ‘Challenging conventional views of England’s allies during the Wars of the Roses’. From the information already mentioned so far it is clear as to how the title fits into the context of my work, due to the unmistakable connection to the main objective of my dissertation. 
The historiography of this period is immensely varied and has been revised numerous times. With this period being so well known, or rather so well documented, and can certainly be seen as being a well understood period. With this in mind there is a variation of how historians have studied these wars; this is likely due to the volume of contemporary sources from this time. Such variety of sources gives many historians the opportunity to study different aspects of this time in history, whether that is the impact on society or the more popular choice of the political history of the Wars of the Roses. This being said I have found that most of the historiography I have looked at is largely broad, I found the use of titles such as “England in the Fifteenth Century” or more commonly “The Wars of the Roses”. These general titles seem to suggest that the content will try to give as broad of detail as it can as well as covering as many techniques as possible, of course such assumption was, on occasion, proven wrong and that the source did in fact outline more specific topics that were to be discussed within its content. 
The subject matter that I am studying, as already discussed, is the Wars of the Roses and more specifically I will be looking into England’s allies during these wars. This is a subject matter that I believe I have a solid understanding of due to having studied this period of English history since even before starting my BA degree. This is not to say that I have an excellent understanding as I do find myself coming across new information or different views and new concepts from historians, which prove to be highly useful to my research. Nevertheless, I feel confident in my own understanding of the general background of this topic, though this is centralised around England itself such as the people involved; Edward IV, Henry VI, Margaret of Anjou and such others involved within England. Therefore, by making my dissertation about England’s neighbouring nations and possible allies, I am allowing for my understanding of the topic to grow. As well as this my dissertation is providing the opportunity to find evidence that are supportive of my theories about the surrounding nations, although, in some cases such evidence has altered my opinions on the matter.  
Although I have gathered a wide range of both primary and secondary sources thus far, there are a select few I have continuously found useful. In regards to modern scholarship I have singled out two sources that have become branches to further insight on the subject and to other sources. The Wars of the Roses: Politics and the constitution in England, 1437-1509 by C. Carpenter, as it could already be evident, has been a source that I started with given its title making it easy for one to know instantly how relevant the content would be. This source has become an excellent go to source; it gives a broad outline into the Wars of the Roses while clearly giving a political history of the events. I continue to use the source’s bibliography since it gives an extensively detailed description on which other sources would help in different branches of research, such as the governance of England or some examples of primary sources.
One other secondary source that has stood out was Margaret of York: The Diabolical Duchess by C. Weightman. Given that I am researching the nations surrounding England at this time I felt as though a source on Margaret, an English noblewoman and sister of Edward IV, who was given as a marriage alliance to Burgundy, would give a crucial insight into understanding the actions between England and Burgundy during the Wars of the Roses. Additionally, this source contains some interesting insight into the propaganda that surrounded Margaret; such propaganda has allowed for one to explore into any hostilities between Burgundy and the nation that circulated this kind of information. 
Moving on from modern scholarship, the primary sources available for this period of time can be considered to be sizable, however, it has been a process in order to find relevant sources that will help to support my theories. As well as making sure I have enough of such material for all the nations that I will be studying into. Nevertheless, the two sources that I will be briefly discussing focus primarily on England as both give a different outlook of the wars. The first being The new chronicles of England and France, in two parts by R. Fabyan, this chronicle is politically charged but does give insight into the social affects during the war, while giving parallel histories of the two nations . Fabyan is also the first London chronicler to cite the sources that he based his work from, this meant I could also follow the trail of Fabyan’s sources; in order to help shape my own bibliography. 
The final leading primary source that I have looked at is The Paston Letters. These letters give an unprecedented insight into the interactions of the Paston family; it allows for an almost honest or unbiased opinion of a family during the Wars of the Roses. Since these letters where only meant to be read by another member of the family there is no need for the writer to appease or sound favourable towards the current king, which is why this source is valuable for my understanding of the society that was being affected by these wars. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The final remark I wish to make on this report is the originality of my dissertation. Though the Wars of the Roses are far from a new topic of research, my angle that I wish to take seems to be lacking in the historical debate. Though not ignored or overlooked and I am in no way stating that I have never come across it before, there seems to be a need for this to be researched with some depth. The topic of how surrounding nations may have affected outcomes, or at the very least shape some decisions made by the English rulers, during these wars were something I was highly intrigued in. Many sources I have come across mention here and there that some nations offered aid to one side of the rival party or the other, however, there is mostly a sense of lacking into the questioning of such offers or being curious by them. Therefore, I believe that the angle in which I am taking my dissertation is original regardless of the highly popular period of English history in which it is based around.  
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