A Short Roman History Timeline
Please provide details for each section, 
including evidence from ancient sources and modern scholarship
(one thousand word equivalent).

	Rome's foundation 753BC
	Rome was founded by Romulus, supposed son of Mars. And descendent of Aeneas, the Greek hero who fought in Troy. Date defined in Augustan times.
Ancient source: Liv.1.1 , Plut. Romulus
Modern source: Faulkner 2013 p3, Wasson 2016a www.ancient.eu

	Rome 753-510 BC (any major event/personalities?)
	7 kings ruled Rome: Romulus (d. 715BC), Numa Pompilius (d. 675BC), Tullus Hostilius (d. 640BC), Ancus Marcius (d. 616BC), Tarquinius Priscus (d. 578BC), Servinius Tullius (d. 534BC), Tarquinius Superbus (until 509BC).
Ancient source: Liv.1.1
Modern source: Faulkner 2013 p3-4, Wasson 2016a www.ancient.eu

	509 BC – The Republic
	Founded after the rape of Lucretia by Tarquinius Superbus’ son, which caused the citizens to rebel against the monarchy.
Mary Beard in her SPQR wrote that “the transformation from monarchy to republic was ‘borne over a period of decades, if not, centuries’” – Wasson quoting Beard.
Ancient source: Liv.1-2
Modern source: Beard 2016, Wasson 2016a www.ancient.eu

	494BC secessio plebis
	Literally translated as withdrawal of the commoners or Secession of the Plebs)
Plebs went on strike and refused to move from where they were gathered until they received representation. – Wasson
Livy suggests they gathered outside the Mons Sacer, Piso says they went to the Aventine Hill.
This was the start of the Struggle of the Orders and plebs received the Concilium Plebis (Council of Plebs).
Ancient source: Liv.2.22-34
Modern source: Wasson 2016a www.ancient.eu

	471-445 Struggle of the Orders
(major developments?)
	The rule of the Senate and patricians created the Struggle of the Orders as plebs wanted equal rights. Resulted in the creation of office for just the plebs: the tribunus plebis. 
Ancient source: Liv.2.1
Modern source: Shindler 2014

	396 Conquest of Veii
	Veii is located 20km away from Rome and thus the conquest of Veii between 405 and 396BC was suspected to be for political supremacy in the region – Liv.5.1ff
· When Rome annexed Veii, Rome became the largest territory in west central Italy.
Ancient source: Liv. 5.1ff
Modern source: Grant 1993 p42

	c.390BC Sack of Rome
	The sack of Rome occurred due to the Celtic Gauls who lived in North Italy. They remained in Rome for 7 months and asked for 1,000lbs of gold so they’d leave Rome, which weakened Rome for 50 years.
Ancient source: Liv.5.41-49
Modern source: Cary and Scullard 1976

	295 BC Battle of Sentinum
	A decisive battle of the Third Samnite War where the Romans fought (and won) against the Gauls and Samnites
Ancient source: Liv.10.16-31
Modern source: Salmon 1967 p376

	287 BC Lex Hortensia
	A law that was passed which made all resolutions passed by the Plebeian Council binding on all citizens.
Modern source: Lintott 2003

	2nd Punic War 
(major events / sources)
	Start of the war: siege of Saguntum 219BC
End of war: battle of Zama 202BC
Main battles, Trebia (218BC), Ticinus (218BC), Trasemene (217BC), Cannae (216BC), Ilioa (206BC)
Ancient source: Liv. books 21-30, Pol.
Modern source: Hoyos 2015

	196 BC end of the 2nd Macedonian War
	Fought between Macedonia (led by Philip V) and Rome (allied with Pergamon and Rhodes) where Philip lost and had to relinquish Thrace, Asia Minor and southern Greece.
Ancient source: Pol.XVI.30-31

	146 BC Carthage and Corinth
	Battle of Corinth was a battle between Rome and Corinth which resulted in the total destruction of Corinth.
Battle of Carthage was part of the Third Punic War and ended with the complete destruction of the City of Carthage.
Ancient source: Dio.21.31
Modern source:  Tucker 2012 p66

	133 Tiberius Gracchus, reform programme and his death
	Roman populist and politician who wanted to transfer lands from the wealthy to the poor. Son of Tiberius Gracchus and Cornelia Africana. Murdered by the Senate.
Ancient source: Plut. Tiberius Gracchus
Modern source: Scullard 1982

	123-121 Gaius Gracchus
	Followed his older brother to try to give some lands of the wealthy to the poor. Also murdered by the Senate.
Ancient source: Plut. Gaius Gracchus
Modern source: Cary and Scullard 1989

	91-88 "Social War"
	Also known as the Italian war, or the war of the allies, it was a war between Rome and several of her allies in which Rome won.
Ancient source: Appian p1.7,1.9
Modern source: Scullard 1970

	82-81 BC Sulla, dictator 
	A dictator who came to power by seizing force of the Roman army due to a rival’s military reform
Ancient source: Plut. Sulla
Modern source: Telford 2014

	73 – 71 BC Third Servile War
	Also known as the Gladiator War or the War of Spartacus, where slaves fought under Spartacus against Crassus and Rome which ended with Spartacus’ supposed death in battle although his body was never found.
Ancient source: Appian
Modern source: Bradley, 1989

	63 BC - Cicero, Pompey and Catiline
	The Catiline Conspiracy: Catiline had a plot to assassinate several elected officials and to burn the city of Rome, which Cicero uncovered.
Ancient source: Suet. Caesar
Modern source: Wasson 2016b www.ancient.eu

	59 BC The first triumvirate
	The first time three men were in power: Crassus, Caesar and Pompey. An informal alliance between the three political powers.
Ancient source: Suet. Caesar
Modern source: Mitchell 1976 pp1-26

	58 BC Clodius, leges Clodiae
	Clodius was a patrician who was adopted into a plebeian family to become tribune of the plebs and thus passed several laws due to his position with the support of Julius Caesar.
Ancient source:  Vell.Pat. II.45
Modern source: Fezzi 2008

	58-50 BC The Gallic Wars
	Caesar’s campaign into Gaul which resulted in Rome taking over all of Gaul.
Ancient source: Caes. Gallic Wars
Modern source: Holland 2003

	49 BC Rubicon
	A river crossed by Caesar on his way to Rome from Gaul, breaking imperium on the way.
Ancient source: Suet. Caesar.
Modern source: Holland 2003

	44 BC Caesar’s death
	Killed by a betrayal of members of the senate (Brutus and Cassius among others) who stabbed him 44 times. Octavian is named as Caesar’s heir. In 42BC Caesar is deified and Octavian is given the name ‘divi filius’ (son of a god).
Ancient source: Suet. Caesar., Suet. Aug., Plut. Caesar.
Modern source: Pappas 2012 www.livescience.com

	43 BC Second Triumvirate
	Octavian ruled with Marcus Antonius and Lepidus (pontifex maximus).
Ancient source: Suet. Aug.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Modern source: Scullard 1982

	31 BC – Actium
	Naval battle of Octavian and Agrippa verus Marcus Antonius (Marc Antony)
Resulted in Augustus acquiring Egypt as his personal property.
Ancient source: Plut. Antony
Modern source: Faulkner 2013 p2

	27 BC - an eventful year! 
	The First Settlement of Augustus, when he first outwardly received a lot of power. Date given for the start of the Roman Empire. Octavian given the name Augustus.
Ancient source: Plut. Aug.
Modern source: Gross 1982

	AD 9 Battle of the Teutoburg Forest
	Varian Disaster – massacre of thee legions in the German forests and causes Augustus to give up on conquering Germany. 
Ancient source: Suet. Aug.
Modern source: Lendering 2003 www.livius.org

	AD 41 – 54 Caligula and Claudius
	Caligula and Claudius were two Roman Emperors who ruled for a collective 17 years and 7 months.
Ancient source: Suet. Caligula and Claudius
Modern source: Osgood, 2010

	AD 54 - 64 Nero and the Great Fire
	Urban fire which created huge destruction in Rome during the reign of Nero. Nero was either blamed for the fire or praised for what he did to contain the fire.
Ancient source: Suet. Nero
Modern source: Dando-Collins 2010

	AD 66 First Jewish-Roman War
	The first of three revolts of the Jews against the Romans. Mainly took place in the province of Judea.
Ancient source: Philo of Alexandria Flaccus
Modern source: Popović 2011

	AD 69 Year of four emperors
	The year in which the four Roman Emperors (Galba, Otho, Vitellius, Vespasian) came to power successively after the suicide of Nero
Ancient source: Suet. Nero, Galba
Modern source: Morgan 2006

	AD70 – focus on Batavi and on Jerusalem
	Siege of Jerusalem was the decisive event of the First Jewish-Roman war and led to Roman victory by Emperor Titus
Ancient source: Suet. Titus
Modern source: Schäfer 2003 pp.129-130

	AD79 Pompeii
	The most famous eruption of Mount Vesuvius which buried the Roman city of Pompeii. One of the most catastrophic volcano eruptions in European history.
Ancient source: Pliny the Younger, letters 6.16 and 6.20
Modern source: Zanella 2007

	AD 101-107 Trajan & his Dacian Wars
	The Roman Emperor who added the most land to the Roman Empire and was called by the Senate the “best ruler” (optimus princeps). The Dacian Wars were his best military campaign.
Ancient source: Dio.68
Modern source: Bennet 2001

	AD 132 Bar Kokhba Revolt
	Revolt of the Jews in Judea against the Romans.
Ancient source: Dio.69.12.1-14.3
Modern source: Eck 1999

	AD 142 Antonine's Wall 
	A wall in what is now the middle of Scotland which ran 68km and was 3m high and 5m wide.
Ancient source: Boece 1527
Modern source: Breeze 2006 p167

	AD 165 Antonine's Plague
	A disease (thought to be smallpox or measles) which was brought back to Rome from the Roman soldiers returning from the Near East.
Ancient source: Dio 72.14.3-4
Modern source: McNeill 1978

	AD 193/4 Septimius Severus
	Rose to power after the death of Pertinax and killing Didius Julianus and defeating his rivals Pescennius Niger and Clodius Albinus.
Ancient source: Dio 74.17.4 & 75.1.1-2
Modern source: Birley 1999

	AD 212 Constitutio Antoniana
	A Roman law passed which made all free men in the Roman Empire theoretical Roman citizenship and all free women in the Empire would have the same rights as Roman women.
Ancient source: Dio 78.9
Modern source: Lim 2010 p114

	AD 270-274 Zenobia
	A third century Queen of the Palmyrene Empire in Syria. She launched an invasion which brought most of the Roman East under her sway until she was besieged in her capital and sent to exile in Rome. 
Ancient source:
Modern source: Butcher 2003

	AD 271 Tetricus - Gallic Empire
	Emperor of the Gallic Empire after the murder of Emperor Victorinus and became a senator and governor after Roman Emperor Aurelian invaded.
Ancient source: Eutropius, Brevarium, Book 9
Modern source: Drinkwater 1987

	AD 284 Diocletian – emperor and his reform programme
	Born of low status he rose through the military to become emperor after the death of Emperor Carus and his son. His reign stabilised the Empire and marked the end of the Crisis of the Third Century.
Ancient source: Eutropius, Brevarium, Book 9
Modern source: Millar 1993

	AD 293 Tetrarchy
	Where four people rule at the same time, in this case Dioclectian, Maximian, Galerius and Constantius
Ancient source:
Modern source: Bowman 2005

	AD 303 Diocletianic Persecution
	This was the last and most severe persecution of Christians in the Roman Empire. The severity persecution differed in each region of the Empire.
Ancient source: Lactantius. Liber De Mortibus Persecutorum ca. 313–15.
Modern source: Barnes 1968

	AD 312 Milvian Bridge
	Battle between Roman Emperors Constantine I and Maxentius where Maxentius drowned and was then decapitated the next day.
Ancient source: Zosimus, Historia Nova
Modern source: Odahl 2004. 

	AD 313 Edict of Milan
	This was the traditional end for the most severe persecution of Christians. Put into place by Licinius and Constantine.
Ancient source: 
Modern source: Sordi 1994 p134

	AD 325 Council of Nicaea
	A council of bishops by Emperor Constantine. This was the first effort to represent Christianity
Ancient source: Socrates of Constantinople, The Ecclesiastical History of Socrates Scholasticus
Modern source: Ayers 2006

	AD 357 Julian, Battle of Strasbourg
	A battle the Western Roman army under the junior Emperor Julian and the Alamanni tribe under King Chnodomar
Ancient source: Zosimus Nova Historia
Modern source: Drinkwater 2007

	AD 380 Edict of Thessalonica
	Made Nicene Christianity the religion of the Empire
Ancient source: Codex Theodosianus XVI.1.2
Modern source: Boyd 1905

	AD 382 - End of Gothic War
	Cause of the fall of the Western Roman Empire. Changed how Rome saw and treated barbarians.
Ancient source: Gibbon 1776
Modern source: Kulikowski 2006

	AD 410 Rome & Britain
	Another sack of Rome, this time by the Visgoths, and the end of Roman rule of Britain.
Ancient source: Giles (1841)
Modern source: Peter 2006 p84-100 

	AD 476 Romulus
	Romulus Augustus, last Roman Emperor of the West Roman Empire.
Ancient source:
Modern source: Peter 2005

	AD 538 Hagia Sophia
	A Greek Orthodox Christian cathedral that was turned into an Ottoman imperial mosque and was considered the world’s largest building.
Ancient source: Savignac
Modern source: Runciman 2012

	AD 527-565 Justinian the Great – emperor
	Eastern Roman Emperor who sought to revive the Empire’s greatness and conquer the lost western half of the Empire.
Ancient source:
Modern source: Cameron et al 2000

	AD 800 Charlemagne – ‘Roman emperor’
	Frankish king who was crowned Holy Roman Emperor by Pope Leo III
Ancient source: Einhard 741-829
Modern source: Tierney 1964 p17

	AD 1453 Fall of Constantinople
	The fall of the capital of the Byzantine Empire by the invading Ottoman Empire over a 53-day siege.
Ancient source:
Modern source: The Economist, The Fall of Constantinople 1999
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