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	Title of Dissertation: The Fall Through Time & Culture: A Literary Study of Human Ontology
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	Aims and Objectives: 
The Primary objective of this dissertation is to assess the common ontological themes found within the story of The Fall by conducting a literary study that draws a cross cultural analysis. 
I aim to use literary criticism as my methodology since this will allow me to interpret the meaning of The Fall on an ontological level. 
The type of ontology I aim to use is the branch of metaphysics that concerns the nature of being and the various structures that constitutes a particular mode of being. 
I aim to engage with first and secondary literature. Where sources are of a language other than English I will use translated works. 

The broader objective of this dissertation is to provide the groundwork for further thought and study in literary metaphysics.  

Nodau ac Amcanion



	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The story of The Fall in the book of Genesis can be read as describing humanity’s departure from an idyllic paradise and an ontological state of pure innocence. This innocent mode of being, like other modes of being, has a structure composed of distinct shades of consciousness, perceptions, and emotions. Crucially, the state of pure innocence as a mode of being is governed by a set of principles that are integral to it, which when challenged, interfere with the equilibrium of a particular kind of being. For example, God’s wish that Adam & Eve never eat from the tree of knowledge of good & evil can be interpreted as a metaphysical principle or rule that governs the mode of innocence in the world of experience. When the principle is faced with a counter proposition (the consuming of the fruit), then the whole mode of being and its structural components collapse and become something else, which is what we can say happened to the being of Adam & Eve as their fell into self-consciousness. Moreover, the various components of the story, such as the snake’s seduction of Eve, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and the defiance of God’s one command are fundamental elements with depths of meaning that relate to the broader narrative. It is my aim to assess what can be understood about human ontology by giving a literary reading of The Fall. 
However, since so many religious traditions and cultural myths have similar tales of humanity’s fall into history, I wish to explore these various depictions and assess the commonality between them by drawing a cross cultural analysis. If such a story is so compelling as to be told all around the world by different types of civilisations, then we may ask the question what does the story mean and how may we interpret the commonality one way at its deepest level? I argue that one interpretation of The Fall myth/story gives us a literary representation and understanding of human nature, modes of being, and of the structures that constitute them. Yet, given the metaphysical elements of the Fall myth, I will assess how such an ontological interpretation may coincide with a transcendent reality.  

In this dissertation I will use literary criticism as my methodology. I have three reasons for this: first, by utilising this type of study I am in a position to consider the meaning of the story as I interpret its themes and symbolic representations. Second, I will have scope to interpret the literature in a critical way since I will be in a position to set my focus on the philosophical themes without compromising the story based on dismissive presuppositions. Third, literary criticism will allow me to analysis the commonality of the story of The Fall across cultures because the key interest through the literary lens will be the meaning imbedded within them equally. 


	Short Introductory Bibliography: 
Llyfryddiaeth rhagarweiniol byr
Bibliography will consist of ancient texts and secondary philosophical and literary sources. 

· Genesis – The Bible (various texts)
· Paradise Lost – Milton

· The Vedas – ancient text

· The Fall – Camus

· Camus and the Fall from Innocence – Viggiani

· Philosophical myths of the fall – Stephan Mulhall

· Eastern Wisdom & Western Thought – P.J. Saher

· Summa Theologiae – Aquinas

· Perelandra – C.S. Lewis

· The Imaginary – Sartre
· Being & Nothingness – Sartre

· Quran – ancient text

· Some Versions of the Fall: the myth of the Fall of Man in English Literature – Eric Smith.
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