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To what extent is there a place for religious education be taught to school children in an increasingly secular society? Some may see this question and be able to provide an immediate answer, and some may not be able to answer the question at all. This essay will explore the contrasting viewpoints on religious education as a school subject and in the effort to conclude this question. Secularism is a movement based on a set of principles that is separated from religious state institutions and diminishes religious values from society. ‘The term is derived from the word “saeculum” meaning the present age in Latin and was first coined by George Holyoake in 1846.’[footnoteRef:1] Religious education is a teaching of various religions of the world such as Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism and Hinduism. It has been a subject in schools since the 20th century as it is stated in the Education Act that religious education should become a statutory part of the basic curriculum. This has been a highly debated topic within education. [1:  Cline, Austin. "Defining Secularists: George Jacob Holyoake Coined the Term Secularism." Learn Religions, Aug. 27, 2020, learnreligions.com/george-jacob-holyoake-coined-the-term-secularism-250853. ] 


