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	For completion by the first marker:

Comments:
This is a very well delivered account of a piece of original research examining attitudes  to the sky of a sample of Generation Z (born 1995 - 2012), using William Kelly’s Noctcaelador index. The whole dissertation is very well written (although I have some style comments should the research be considered for publication) and is accessible to any non-specialist, as a good piece of academic research should be. The structure is very clear, from rationale to methodology, findings and conclusion, all with very clear referencing.

The introduction sets out the aims with reference both to Kelly’s Noctcaelador index and Twenge’s foundational work on Gen Z. Key theories include the notion that awe-inspiring experiences are essential for health and well-being, that this can be contained within eco-psychology.  The experience of the sky as aw-inspiring is located in Kant and subsequent authors. 

The literature review develops these ideas with further sections on the Noctcaelador index, Gen Z’s anxiety issues, the sky, mental health and well-being. The methodology section covers the key literature regarding mixed methods approaches, online surveys and interviewees, together with a reflexive section. A more substantial review of Kelly’s work would have helped, but could have required cuts elsewhere in view of the world length.

The findings and discussion section begins on p 22 with the questionnaire. Here are I have two caveats: the Noctcaelador prompt statements require explanation and some additional justification of the questionnaire and how it is derived from the Noctcaelador prompt statements would have helped, along with more detail on the slection of the participants and whether this was slanted by the student’s own contacts. The analysis of the survey findings is excellent and runs to p. 48, with the survey results interwoven with the interviews. The themes which emerge from it are fascinating, including reflections on childhood memories, connecting to ancestors and heritage and transcendent experience, pursuing beauty and understanding, escaping life on Earth and concern for the future. Throughout here is reference back to the literature review.

The conclusion is clear but here I have one caveat. It is assumed that all Gen Z participants have a shared legacy in the night sky. Rather, the conclusion extends only to this one sample. This does not make the work any the less worthwhile but means that the conclusion is specific to one sample and therefore cannot be the basis of a wider generalisation.

A few other thoughts:

The appendix documenting the 8 x Noctcaelador prompt statements should be in the main text prior to the questionnaire.

There are places where you need to actually say what an author you are referencing said. For example, on p. 8 what did Clark say and on p. 9 what did Ingold say?

There are some minor referencing issues. For example the Critique of Practical Reason is by Kant rather than Kant and Beck, the latter being the translator.

In summary this is an excellent piece of research, well justified, carried out and written up. With some amendments it is publishable work.

Well done on a fine conclusion to your MA journey.
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:

This dissertation explored the relationship that Generation Z has to the night sky. Gen Z is the first generation to grow up with digital technology, social media, the cultural stress of climate change, while experiencing increasing light pollution and a growing awareness of the nature of the universe. The work seeks to extended and expand that of William Kelly’s survey into noctcaelador – defined as an emotional attachment to the night sky. It employed a qualitative approach surveying and interviewing Gen Z individuals. 

You have presented a solid literature review where you have raised the issues of a link between light pollution and lack of the view of the night sky to mental health and even some indications that the popularity of astrology could be fuelled as a way of connecting to the heavens. Your methodology is well defined and well founded and you have been clear in your own cultural biases.

Your presentation of your research findings, grouped into six main themes is where your work can really contribute to this topic of the role of the night sky. You found themes of nostalgia, ancestors, transcendence, curiosity, escapism and future anxiety and by establishing these themes you have laid the foundation for future researcher to compare later generations. This is excellent.  
Your conclusion summaries your findings and in your final paragraph your indicate that your research has found that despite being digital natives, the night sky held for them comfort and inspiration. This is a well founded conclusion based on the evidence you have presented. If you choose to develop this work than you may also wish to add that your work has shown the deep cultural potentially of the night sky to provide inspiration and comfort across many generations, as Blair found a similar theme.  Importantly  your work also suggests that the night sky is a part of humanity itself, a union which shows consistency beyond culture and generations. 
Finally,  you have a clear writing style, a correct use of referencing and a well structured piece of work which leads the reader through your research results. Well done. 
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We met by Teams on 17 March. We agreed that our comments very similar and that a mark of 76% is appropriate.
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