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07706 468 257 | johannamatthews@outlook.com

Final year Early Years Education and Care undergraduate, due to graduate in July 2021, looking to go into teaching.
I am a motivated, dedicated, and hardworking individual that thrives from challenges and new experiences. I am an excellent communicator, who can relate to and understand people at all levels and have experience of working with a variety of people. I am passionate in things I do as I like to achieve the best that I can. 

Teaching and Education Related Experience

2015 – 2016 : Play Worker Volunteer                                      (Baglan Buddies After School Club) 
During my time at comprehensive school I undertook voluntary work in an after-school club at my local primary school, known as “Baglan Buddies”. They offer care for children between the ages of 3 and 11, as well as children with special needs and young people who are vulnerable up to 16 years old. My duties here included:
· Setting up of activities 
· Providing support through play
· Interacting with children between the ages of 3 and 11, by providing a safe environment to play
· Supporting staff with the preparation of snack time
· Promote peer relationships and social development

May 2015:  Work Experience                                                              (Blaenbaglan Primary School)
Whilst in year 10 of comprehensive school, we had to attend a week of work experience of our choice. I chose Blaenbaglan Primary school as I have a passion of working with children and have always wanted to go into teaching. My duties here included:
· Helping teachers mark homework
· One to one reading with pupils
· Supporting teachers to carry out day to day activities
· Interacting with children between the ages of 3 and 11, by providing a safe environment to play
· Helping to create new wall displays in classrooms
November 2017 – October 2018:  Nursery Nurse                            (Miles of Smiles Day Nursery)
I really enjoyed working as an apprentice nursery nurse, where I worked towards my level 3 childcare qualification. I was also a key holder for the nursery which required me opening and locking up a number of times during the week. My daily roles here included:
· Providing a safe environment for the children we cared for
· Providing support through play
· Ensuring parents were satisfied with our services
· Preparing meals 
· Regular recording of children’s day to day activities to inform the parents
· Communicating with and greeting parents/carers and children

January 2019 – Present: Teaching Assistant                                                 (Blaenbaglan Primary)
I am currently employed at Blaenbaglan Primary school, as a teaching assistant within our Learning Support Centre. I currently support the class teacher to plan and carry out tasks and activities and support the children across the curriculum. Additional daily roles include:
· Ensuring the safeguarding of the children
· Undertaking training of a variety of courses for my CPD
· Assisting with marking and correcting work
· One to one Support
· Motivating and encouraging children to do their best 

A Range of Temporary Roles / Different Experience

February 2015 – December 2019: Waitress                                                     (Tyn – Y – Twr Tavern)
I feel this job has introduced me to wide range of different people and most importantly allowed me to become very good at managing my time. This job involved a great deal of communication with customers consequently involving my interpersonal skills, and therefore has made me feel a lot more confident as a person. Other duties included:
· Serving food and drinks to customers and making sure a courteous and rapid service is provided
· Taking customers’ orders promptly to avoid long waits
· Maintaining the cleanliness of the kitchen by washing up all the used dishes and kitchen utensils 
· Ensuring that customers

October 2017 – November 2017: Catering Assistant                               (Dinner Jackets and Deli)
Whilst waiting to start my apprenticeship at Miles of Smiles, I took on a part time job at Dinner Jackets and Deli. It is a family run café whose main focus is keeping customers happy. Each shift helped me improve my communication and social skills and my confidence as a whole, as I was communicating with a variety of different customers daily. Whilst working here, my duties were:
· Taking orders promptly to avoid a long wait, 
· Serving customer
· Taking payments off customer
· Ensuring the cleanliness of the kitchen and seating area was immaculate

Education and Qualifications 

September 2019 – Present:                  BA (Hons) Early Years Education and Care: Early Years      Practitioner Status at University of
 Wales Trinity Saint David         

Modules studied include: Academic Study Skills, Multilingualism and multi-thinking, The Young Mathematician, Children’s Play: Principles and Practice, Human Development, The Professional Practitioner, Research Methods, Well-being Care and Healthy Living, Reflection on Early Years Provision, Language and Literacy, Learning Environments, Safeguarding in the Early Years, Skills for Life: Employability and Future Pathways, Leadership, Teamwork and Systems of Quality, The Foundation Phase and Early Years Curricula, Media and Digital Literacy, Sustainability in the Early Years and Children with Additional Support Needs: Inclusion, Advocacy and Equity. 

September 2016 – May 2017:                                                 AS Levels at Gower College Swansea 
I attended the first year of college and completed 3 AS Levels: Psychology, Sociology and Business Studies. 
Sociology (A), Business Studies (C), Psychology (C)

September 2011 – May 2016:            Secondary Education at Glan Afan Comprehensive School 
GCSEs:        Mathematics  (C), English Language (B), English Literature (B), Biology (C), Physics (C), Welsh (A), History (B), Leisure and Tourism (A), P.E (C), Statistics (C), R.E (C).

A Range of Qualifications and Interests

· Duke of Edinburgh: Bronze and Silver
· ELKLAN Level 3
· Team Teach Training 
· Introduction to British Sign Language
· Safeguarding, Adverse Childhood Experiences, An Introduction to Multisensory Learning, An Introduction to Speech, Language and Communication, Attachment in the Early Years, Autism Awareness, Diabetes in Healthcare, Exploring Equality and Equity in Education, Inclusive Education, Introduction to Child Psychology, Learning How to Learn, Listening to Young Children: Supporting Transitions, Supporting Young People to Break the Cycle of Self-Harm, Supporting Children’s Health: Asthma Module, Teaching for Good Behaviour, Understanding Language and Learning and What Children and Young People Say.

Additional Information

· Full clean driving license 
· Excellent IT Skills, including knowledge and familiarity with Microsoft 
· Selected to be a Prefect in Comprehensive school by my peers and teachers, where I contributed to pupil discipline and keeping the school a safe environment.
· Volunteered as a Manager Role during a Young Dragons Enterprise Event 
















Personal Development Plan

	Area for further development (provide further details)

	Why? 
	How?
	Who/Where?
	When?

	
Complete Degree / Graduate from University 








	My overwhelming desire to study Early Years Education and Care started at a young age when I was inspired by one of my primary school teachers. Ever since I have been passionate about becoming a primary school teacher. Trying to understand how children learn and develop and reasons for why each child develops at a different rate has always been what appeals to me the most.

	I am currently enrolled onto a course and will need to complete the two years to the best of my ability in order to achieve this.
	Within the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.
	I am due to finish this course July 2021.

	
Resit Maths GCSE or complete an equivalency test






	In order to go on to complete PGCE, I will need to either resit my Maths GCSE or complete an equivalency test. As, in order to get onto the PGCE you need a B in Maths, and I received a C.

	I will do this by going to the Careers Advisor for advice, and then either enrolling to resit my GCSE or applying for an equivalency test.
	I will go to the Careers Advisor within my current University, University of Wales Trinity Sain David and will then follow his advice of where to apply for these tests.

	I hope to complete either of these by September 2021.

	Start PGCE
	I would like to become a primary school teacher, therefore for me to achieve this I would need to complete a PGCE Primary.







	In order to go onto start my PGCE, I will either need to resit my Mathematics GCSE or complete a GCSE Equivalency test during the PGCE year. As, I received a C in maths whereas the course requires a B.
	The University of Wales Trinity Saint David offers this course, which is where my first choice would be. However, Cardiff University and Cardiff Metropolitan University also offer these courses which I could consider.
	I would like to enrol onto the PGCE Primary in 2021, once I have completed my degree. I have started looking in to PGCE’s and all my different options. I have written a personal statement ready to apply, when I decide which route is best for me.


	
PECs Training


	I use PECs daily with children within my workplace as a means of helping them to communicate. Although I have grasped the concept of PECs and the basics of how to use them, again I would like to expand my knowledge on this way of communicating.  I have recently signed up to and watched PECs overview talks, however I would still like to complete some further training.


	I will need to do some research based on where PECs training is held near me, and also liaise with my class teacher and employer to see if they have any information that they can pass on to me.
	Due to the current Covid-19 situation, I will also need to complete this course online, if that is available as an option. However, as I already have some knowledge on how to use PECs my employer may suggest waiting until I can attend a course that is being held.
	I would like to complete this training by July 2021.

	


POPAT Training 




	POPAT is used daily in my setting with many children, therefore I have witnessed how children have benefitted from completing POPAT. Although from observing I have gained knowledge of how to undertake POPAT, I would like to attend some training to better my understanding and carry it out more effectively in order to support the children within my setting.

	I was due to attend a POPAT course last spring, however due to the current Covid-19 situation this course was cancelled. Therefore, I will need to look for an alternative course which I may be able to access online or wait until this course gets rearranged.
	I will need to complete this course online or wait until I can attend a setting which is offering the course.
	I would like to complete POPAT training by July 2021.

	



Coding Course 




	I have very little knowledge on coding and would struggle to support a child within this area, as coding is becoming more widely used and focussed on within schools, I would like to undertake a coding course to gain an understanding of what it is and how it is used in order to be able to support the children within my 
setting.

	I will need to speak to my employer to see if I am able to enrol onto a coding course.
	Due to the current Covid-19 situation, I may need to complete this training online.
	I would like to complete this training by Spring term 2021.

	
Work on and develop my confidence with my communication skills, when talking to large groups of people.




	Although I have excellent communication skills, talking in front of large groups of people or people I’m unfamiliar with has always made me feel anxious. I would like to develop my confidence doing this, as if I do go down the path of teaching, this is something I will need to do a lot of.


	I am going to do this by starting to engage with unfamiliar people and acquaintances more often. Additionally, I am going to start gradually speaking in front of more people, and slightly increasing the amount of people each time.
	I will begin to do this within my current workplace with my colleagues.





	September 2021.

	
Reflect upon how the lesson/my task with the children went, after each lesson.
	I believe being a reflective practitioner is very important. Although I already reflect at the end of each day how my day and my tasks with the children went, I would like to reflect at the end of each lesson in hope that it will allow me to become a better practitioner, learning from my experiences. Reflecting directly at the end of each lesson/task, rather than the end of each day, I am more likely to remember exactly what went well and what didn’t go so well.




	I am going to do this by changing my original reflection grid from daily, to at the end of each lesson.
	I can carry this out within my current work setting.
	I would like to fully implement this plan, ensuring I am completing it at the end of every lesson each day by Summer term 2021.




