Kathryn Riches (1900411)
Self-evaluation of my performance as a teacher developing learners’ Welsh language literacy skills

During my placement, I feel as if I have partially improved my confidence to speak in Welsh and so have slightly developed the learners’ Welsh language skills too. My placement class were a nursery class consisting of children aged 3 to 5. They take part in daily Welsh lessons with their class teacher where they sing simple songs and rhymes. Therefore, my participation in their development of learning Welsh was through using small Welsh phrases and words as part of the lessons and sessions that I taught them. I feel that I was successful in teaching the children these words and phrases as when I was to then revisit the particular words on another occasion, most children were able to remember and recall what the word was in Welsh.
Colour Names
The main way in which I tried to develop the learners’ Welsh language skills was through teaching them Welsh colour names as each activity used the certain colours. I would at first ask the children what the colour of something in the activity (e.g. a daffodil, the stem, a petal, the tissue paper) was in English and then ask if they knew what it was in Welsh. The children generally only knew what the colour was if it also happened to be one of the names of their class groups – melyn (yellow), coch (red) and glas (blue). In this instance, the children did not need reminding of what the word was, and so instead I would ask them to try and say the word as part of a sentence talking about the colour. Although the rest of the sentence would not have been in Welsh, their use of the colour word in Welsh was a step forward in developing their Welsh language literacy skills. This may also help them become more confident in their use of a different language and would also remind them to start to use Welsh as part of their everyday vocabulary. For example when handing out stickers to the children for their good work as part of another lesson, I asked the child what the colour of the sticker was in Welsh, just to remind them what the words were and bring it into another context.
Using Word Cards
I also made colour word cards in both English and Welsh so that the children could match up the words at the beginning of the activities in order to learn the new words. This also helped the children to begin to recognise what the words might look like in English as they have not learned these words yet either, therefore also helping to gradually improve their English language literacy skills.
For example, in a Mother’s Day card making activity, it was mainly pink and purple coloured tissue paper being used and then stuck together onto card hearts, so I decided to also incorporate some different words into the activity. The words for this activity were therefore: pinc (pink); porffor (purple); calon (heart); and mam (mum). I would then remind the children throughout the activity of the words we were using. I would also ask the children questions such as “what colour is the tissue paper you are using there?” if they were holding some pink or purple tissue paper.


Introducing Other Words
[bookmark: _GoBack]When creating daffodil pinwheels, the colours used here were melyn (yellow) and gwyrdd (green). The children had also just learnt the words ‘stem’, ‘flower’ and ‘petal’ with their class teacher as part of their learning about daffodils, with these words as part of a display on the wall. This also included the Welsh words for each of these terms: coesyn (stem); blodau (flower); and petal. Although the aim for the daffodil making activity was not to necessarily learn the words in Welsh, but rather to ensure that they knew what the words were in English, it was useful to note which words they could pronounce and which they struggled to say, and which they could remember, if any. During this activity, I also tried to highlight the importance of the daffodil as a part of Welsh culture. This pinwheel activity was also completed in the week leading up to St. David’s Day and so was easy to relate it back to the importance of Welsh culture.
My Welsh Lesson
For my Welsh lesson I decided to emulate what the class teacher does in her Welsh lesson with the class in order to keep routine with what the class usually does. In order to do this, I watched what the teacher did in one of her Welsh lessons with the class. I usually would have my break whilst they did this lesson as this is when the Teaching Assistant has her break, and so I do not usually see this.
I noticed that in order to engage the class with what she wants them to be taught, she will sing simple songs in Welsh that then help them learn simple vocabulary to a tune. An example of this is with the “un bys, dau fys, tri bys yn dawnsio” song that helps them count to 10 using their fingers. When I then completed my own Welsh lesson, I tried to emulate the same sort of the things that the class teacher would do through singing the songs and asking the children in the class similar questions.
I had wanted to practice this with the class before then filming it, but due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, I was limited to having to film the lesson on my last day, and was unable to do another lesson beforehand. I have, however, been able to notice from this lesson what I could have improved on if I had been able to. This was useful as I will be then be able to build on this on my next placement, and also I will be able to build on my confidence in speaking Welsh in the meantime.
