[bookmark: _GoBack]Personal Project 
Select a number of personal characteristics that influence children’s behaviour and demonstrate a range of practical interventions devised to promote positive behaviour in the classroom. 
 
Introduction 
This report is based on a child who will be referred to as child A. There will be a detailed account on what strategies and routines take place within a nursey and what happens on a daily basis, you will encounter the challenges that staff and children are faced with in a classroom and what positive interventions are used to encourage positive behaviour and healthy growth in development and learning. Having a disability can be very hard for both the child and the teacher. What you can see throughout this report is how important the policy of inclusion is, as a whole school approach and what is done to put this policy into practice. Children who suffers from an ALN are more likely to have other disorders or disabilities, Child A has been diagnosed with is severe global delay syndrome and has other disabilities. Explanations of the diagnoses will be documented and any other ALN (additional learning needs) that are steamed from having global delay, I will also give an insight of the outside agencies that are involved with the care and what policies are put in place by schools and local governments to enable the correct care and education to children who are faced with any difficult challenges. The report will include theoretical perspectives on development.     
Child A is male and at the age of four, lives at home with both parents and siblings, he has a very close and loving relationship with all his family and they are very good in supporting the school, teachers and SENCO when in meetings. Child A attends afternoon nursey and is in a mainstream class of around forty children meeting the maximum of sixty by the summer term. Within the same class there’s a various number of different characteristics that have their own additional learning needs that need a great amount of care and attention. Being in a class with such a high ratio of children and where the staffing levels are inadequate for the class capacity it has its own unique style of teaching and team work between all staff members. Child A receives ten hours a week of TA support which is essential as child A has not just been diagnosed with severe global delay syndrome but also diagnosed with left hemiplegia and shizencephaly associated polymicrogyria. He is a curios and adventurous little boy who likes to explore the environment. He is independently mobile but however, he walks with an unsteadiness and is susceptible to falling. Due to restrictions on movements from child A’s mouth he tends to dribble a lot. Child A’s language skills are delayed, but saying that his receptive language is far more developed than his expressive. He makes his needs known very effectively by using non-verbal language, nodding his head and also using pictures.  It is also considered that child A has special needs in the following areas: gross motor skills, communication skills, early learning skills and self-help skills. Reasons for a child to be diagnosed with global delay is because they have not yet reached the correct stage of development that is normal for their age group. There are many reasons as to why children may develop this syndrome but the reasons are not always the same. Global delay is a development delay and not a disability, the difference between the two is that global delay is something that can be improved over time with the right support and interventions but developmental disability is a long-term problem that may only improve slightly or not at all. study.com (2003-2018)


 Due to child A’s other disabilities he is unable to use his left arm properly which means he solely relies on his right arm to do everything. When doing activities or playing with objects in the classroom his lack of ability to do things independently can cause some stress to child A and he will lose interest and move on to another activity. Our aim is to show and teach child A patience, perseverance and repetitive actions will help with progression then eventually be able to play independently. By doing activities such as activate pop-up toys, removing and replacing items in and out of their boxes and removing and replaces lids etc is helping with motor gross skills and with cognitive development. He enjoys the elements of sensory games, exploring and touching sensory objects this is giving child A the experience of different materials and textures. We have a lot of materials in class that can aid and prompt his needs for different sensory activities but feel that taking child A to a specialist teaching facility unit where the classroom is designed for children with specialist needs would be more beneficial to child A’s ability to progress further with his development. To help with progression of learning we take regular trips to our school sensory room where child A has quiet time to explore without all the noise from a busy classroom. Other interventions that are used in class daily to help with progression are: pop at, speech and language links which would have been started when child A was in flying start which then continues in nursery. Brain training, photograph prompt cards and Makaton. Makaton is a vital tool we use to help with child A’s development as he is non-verbal right now but routinely using Makaton will help improve his communication. Another source of communication that we use to help child A understand classroom routines is a timeline board, by using this child A will be able to see and understand what is happening at that moment in the classroom. Child A will follow the full National Curriculum but it will be adjusted and reformed by the school to suit his development. In order to monitor and assess progress of child A’s developments he has been provided with an individualised Education Plan which was produced by the school but also collaborated with his parents and for all staff to be aware of his needs. The IEP contains all the necessary information about child A and his targets that need to be met. IEP’s will need to be updated annually in order to keep up with achievements. Child A also receives regular visits from the occupational therapist to help with is mobility in his left arm and leg. The school have loads of resources to help aid children who need support.  
 According to study.com (2003-2018) there are four different types of developmental delay that children and adults may have, difficulty with speech and language, motor gross delays, social and emotional delays and cognitive delays. Some children may experience them all or just one, child A experiences all four which transmits other behaviours within the classroom and school environment. 
Speech and Language difficulties is when communications are restricted and the child finds it difficult to communicate, listen and follow instructions. Previously mentioned child A is at the level where there is hardly no verbal communication, he is able to sound out a couple of basic words like “yes” and “no” but everything else is communicated through a grunting noise and hand gestures, at times leaving child A very frustrated and giving an impulsive reaction that may lead to another child being hit or an object being swiped across the table or floor. This behaviour is a leant behaviour which is internal and external. Explain internal and external 
Statistics shown that there are approximately one in five children who are in school have SEN. These needs are currently met through three stages of interventions: 
· Support provided by the schools 
· Schools and other outside agencies give additional support 
· And lastly in accordance with a local authority of SEN provides a legal requirement to provide a support package. (programmes are put in place for early years)
With that being said in 2015-2016 Wales there are 105,000 learner that are seen as SEN but only 12,000 that have statements. SEN is usually associated with one or more of the following areas: communication and interaction, cognitive and learning, behaviour, emotional and social development, sensory and physical.  www.assembly.wales (2016) According to the journal Special – Leaderships for SEND (2015) one of the recommendations in the SEND code and practice is that all information about all pupils must be documented in full detail have been made that all SEND provisions must use provision mapping: all pupils with SEN should have all the correct documentations of all backgrounds and educational performances and progressions, marked and dated up until the end of their school life. By having these provisions in place, it helps the SENCOs to assess the progress of each individual and to help maintain an overview of each child.   
The way theorist talk about behaviour and development is done in a simplistic way, Piaget’s Theory on the four stages on cognitive development simply explains that young child learns from moving in stages and that they will only move on from one stage when they have completely acknowledged an understanding of that stage. He believes that cognitive development is all about process and ability and then a change in your thinking. Four stages: 
· The sensorimotor stage – this development happened to children from birth to the age of two, Piaget mentions that this stage preforms huge characteristic changes and that at this age children learn from sensory and operating different objects. 
· The preoperational stage – this stage is from the age of two to seven, this is when children start to use language and pictures. Language is the focus point in this stage where children learn and think through role play but at the same time cannot think logically and accept other opinions. 
· The concrete operational stage- ages seven to eleven, at this stage children become more adaptable to logistics and the way of thinking and looking at things differently but also listening to other points of view. 
· The formal operational stage- this is for children aged twelve and up, this stage is where thinking gets more advanced and that reasoning can be done in a way that solutions can be made to solve problems.  
Other important concepts that Piaget mentions are schemas, assimilation, accommodation and equilibration. The concepts above have an involvement in the four stages and are vitally important in cognitive development. Cited verywell.com (2017)
It is said that Piagets theory, the four stages have helped others to understand the way that children think and see the world through their vision of understanding and learning, the theory has played a large role within the education sector and has helped structure how we teach today. There are many people that support Piagets theory but on the other hand there has been criticism that Piagets theory was not substantial enough due to the research being limited to children who had a good upbringing. Also, other criticism was made about the formal operational stage stating that children will move directly from one stage to another but data show that environmental factors could impose on this stage. Vygotsky theory stresses the importance of social interaction to fulfil the development of cognition. He believed that communities played a huge part in cognitive development and that the connections made between people, culture and environments help to develop these tools of development. Vygotsky and Piaget have similar views in that they both feel that children develop in different stages but Piaget felt that the child had a more independent development fronted from focused activities, where Vygotsky felt that cognitive development is learnt from social interactions.verywell.com (2017)

Conclusion 
Sociality is changing in so many ways that all schools, governments and all outside agencies need to keep updating their policies and procedures in order to maintain a high standard of teaching, learning and making children and young people feel included whether they have a disability or any other SEN related issues. Schools are becoming increasingly inclusive so much so that inclusion has been made a policy that needs to be practiced within schools. The environment that I am part of shows great strength and pride in delivering that policy of inclusion, the community that surrounds the school is very deprived with lots of weakness related to behaviour management which can bring its complications and issues into school life, some examples of the emotional issues they have to deal with are: low self-esteem, confidence, appearance and many more. To help support children and their families there are lots of programmes designed to help manage these issues and make every child feel included within school life. To make sure that happens in and outside of the classroom we have playground buddies which presents itself to be increasingly popular has it helps those who lack in socialising with others. Rewards systems are put in place and recognised when achieve this helps with self-wroth and gives children a purpose. When difficult situations occur, we have different sanctions put in place and children are made very aware of the rules and expectations of how they should be and act to one another, this follows on from the rights respective legislation. We also use the restorative practice programme to help deal with any upset. As a school, we are prepared for any given situation that may happen with any child. The individual care and education for each child is taken into account to help teach with an open mind that every child is different and they learn differently.  
