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	Critically analyse and evaluate the link between crime and children that are being looked after by local authorities (foster Care)

INTRODUCTION: 

I propose that a large percentage of children in care will at some point be subject to crime and the criminal justice system. This may be due to certain factors such as family and domestic influences, the trauma sustained by going through the care system, and how well the individual is transitioned from care/foster care into semi and independent living once they’ve reached the age 16 – 18. There are many statistics and relevant material that support this thesis that can be critically analysed and evaluated to demonstrate this link.

“Right now, there are 104,680 children in care in the UK.
In England, the number is at an all-time high with 83,840 children in the care system – an increase of 2% from 2022. In Scotland, there are 12,596 looked after children, 7,080 in Wales, and 3,801 in Northern Ireland.” (Corcoron, K. (2024a).

Having personal experience of being a looked after child (LAC) and having witnessed firsthand the negative impact this can have on a child, I believe the correlation between care and crime is so strong. I am hoping that with my personal experience I will be able to emulate and implement a strong case as for why these paths cross. I believe my findings will demonstrate a strong link between adverse childhood experiences (ACE), going through the care system and the likelihood of the individual being subject to the criminal justice system as a result. Adverse childhood experiences are potentially traumatic events that occur in childhood and can have detrimental effects on an individual’s mental health as young person and adult (CDC. 2024). Going through the care system is an ACE as they are categorised by having experienced; physical and/or sexual abuse, neglect and living in a household where there is domestic violence and/or substance misuse (Lester, s et al. 2020). The reasons why social services would need to intervene and take a child into the care system include neglect i.e. basic needs haven’t been met and abuse i.e. emotional, physical and sexual (Foster Care UK, 2025b). As you can see, the likelihood of a child in the care system having experienced an ACE is high due to the nature of why they would have been taken into the care system in the first place. It would suggest that children in the care system experience multiple ACE’s that are likely to have lifelong effects on their well-being if adequate support is not received. 

My general topics will be looking at any relevant perceived failures of the government system that may lead to criminalisation such as the transition between being a looked after child and the transition they take upon turning 18 (the legal age of an adult). Some children in care can also leave as young as 16 due to many different reasons/circumstances (Fostercare uk.2025).

There is support for those care leavers up until the age of 25 however, according to ST Christophers (2025) 88% of care leavers do not or are unable to access the support that they are entitled to.

I will also be looking at the social unconscious bias that members of the public and police constables may have towards LAC in society, why this may be and what can be done to change perception of this.

Due to many different aspects of somebody’s life a person can have a preconception be it wrongly or rightly of a subject or certain person without realising that they may be indirectly discriminating against them. This is referred to as unconscious bias which includes sometimes believing that because a person has similar traits and characteristics, they look more favourably on those compared to those that they do not share as many similarities with which could cause them to look less favourably towards i.e. age, race, religion or background. (ACAS. 2025).


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
What research methods are you going to do and why?
Why are they best suited to your research 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Opportunity to discuss any ethical problems that you might see or might need to discuss prior to your research. 

	TIME SCALE:
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 
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