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Through various areas of research I aim to gain an understanding of how beneficial people perceive creativity to be in an educational setting, whilst also developing a knowledge of how creativity can improve specific areas of child development, focusing primarily on language.
The study will concentrate on children five years of age, a significant age that recognises developmental milestones, to discover whether a child is progressing forward correctly and in a creative way, or, whether they are lacking the skills required to become a productive adult. However, it is important to remember growth happens at different rates per child so there will be no solid expectations, but by assessing a child’s ability it helps a teacher to accommodate the right learning materials and activities to progress. The book ‘Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 8: A Unifying Foundation’ backs this up with Allen and Kelly (2005) stating “Studies of early cognitive development have led researchers to understand the developing mind as astonishingly competent, active, and insightful from a very early age.” An example being, young children engage with an intuitive analysis of arithmetic regularities. This including the speech and sounds they hear enabling them to construct their own language. Developing language at an early age is an essential part of growth which makes this research vital. I will be using this book as it is written work providing information and support to the theory that 0 – 8 years is a key age in education helping me narrow my age group down to the age of 5. A child at the age of five years old should be able to roughly make most, if not all, sounds, enabling them to combine words as well as compose sentences. Communication becomes more advanced and they use their language skills to express their opinion/ideas and discuss them further. It is also at this age that they begin to recognise the different meanings of words, verbs and plurals. They can question, persuade and develop feelings, and start to grasp an understanding of more descriptive words. Through this development, a child will get much better at telling stories that are much longer and more detailed. These could be tales that have sprung from imagination or have been based on real-life events. Characters can be developed and themes, actions, plots and events can be described logically. This can also be the start of children being able to use language in social situations they may find themselves in (Raisingchildren.net.au, 2015).
Many view the term ‘creativity’ as a concept increasingly gaining recognition in education. Over the years many research studies have taken place on creativity and child development, this includes Professor Dai Smith’s report ‘Arts in Education in the Schools of Wales’ 2013, which encouraged the Welsh government to develop their own research and issue a response via the report ‘Creative learning through the arts – an action plan for Wales’ 2013. This led to ‘Qualified for life: an education improvement plan for 3 – 9-year olds in Wales’ and ‘Successful Futures’ which put emphasis on building a successful education system, aiming to include better innovative techniques and creativity within our schools. I will analyse each of these reports as part of my research into creativity and its influence on education, as they provide the perspective of the Welsh government and a response to the opinion of an established educator. 
In this day and age, to have a successful nation and a more impartial and engaged society, creative learning and thinking is essential. Sharp (2001, p2) is someone who believed creativity was imperative citing it is “important not only for personal development and fulfilment, but also for its contribution to economic growth”. His paper ‘Developing young children’s creativity through the arts: what does research have to offer?’ will offer insight corroborating the main objective of this research paper.
In order to collect appropriate research, teachers become an essential source of information. Henriksen (2011) cites “there remains little understanding of effective applications of creative teaching in classroom teachers”. Whilst Wilson et al (2009) states there has been “considerable research” put into the practice of creative teaching, so where are we going wrong? Wilson believes teachers who seek to become a ‘creative’ teacher will want to widen their understanding of their own creativity. This including imaginative approaches and a wide range of engaging activities. The research paper ‘We teach who we are: Creativity and Trans-Disciplinary thinking in the practices of accomplished teachers’ by Henriksen and Wilson’s book ‘Creativity in primary education 2007’ will deliver relevant research material into gaining an understanding of creative teaching methods as well as providing an insight on why creativity is a concept we should value today. It provides an insight into how educators perceive creativity, how instrumental they are in actioning the concept and how they put into practice the appropriate methods. Sternburg’s ‘The Nature of Creativity’ (2006) cites that “creativity is the interaction of person with context” querying the creative ability of all teachers and influencing one of the main topics of research in this proposal, do teachers need to be creative to provide a creative and productive classroom? Teachers may not have a proper understanding of what creativity means due to its difficult and complex nature and therefore should we be putting our confidence in the education system providing ‘successful futures’ for our children? It calls for an up to date analysis on appropriate methods used by professionals today culminating in an examination of the best outcomes.
Our curriculum and assessments in Wales currently provide education of the arts. In his independent review, ‘Successful Futures: Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales’ Donaldson (2015) confirms these expressive arts provide opportunities “to refine and communicate ideas, engaging thinking, imagination and senses creatively”. In producing effective language in young children, this is all vital experience. His review will be a valuable unbiased review into current practices employed in the classroom but will support the theory that to benefit from language development you need a basis in creativity, and those areas of learning cannot be delivered in isolation from one another. Hodders (2014) book ‘Promote creativity and creative learning in young children’ writes that the best way of implementing this would be through “planned, purposeful play, with a balance of child-initiated and adult-directed activities”. The use of expressive language will enable them to communicate their ideas, feelings and thoughts. This could be done through role-play, design and making, songs, stories, rhymes and a wide range of materials as well as suitable tools. Children relish in listening to and using spoken language, as well as using their own written language. 
My main objective with this paper is to assess people’s perceptions on creativity and prove a direct link between creative teachings and the success of language development. I aim to do this using the above mentioned papers, research studies and books, and many more forms of study including first hand classroom observations and questions.
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	What are your proposed research questions (NOT questions on your questionnaire)?

What do teachers and young children view creativity to be?
Does the creative classroom exist?
What creative methods are used to inspire language in a 5-year-old?





	





	What is the proposed design of the study? 


In this study my methodology will consist of a qualitative nature. I will conduct semi-structured interviews with classroom teachers and LSAs. They are an essential part of the study as they are the ones who make a fruitful classroom. There would be a sense of purpose to examine how teachers define creativity in the classroom and how they would operate their ideas into language development. I will also ask children questions of opinions in a relaxed way and keep the answers documented in field notes. 
The methodology will also include pre-and post-observational interviews. And questionnaires I will focus on multiple groups of children in observations as well as individual learning. I intend to observe children daily and keep written diaries.








	







	How are you intending to analyse your data?  


My analysis will be based on a thematic approach and will draw findings from the data collected. I will evaluate what the most acknowledged pedagogical beliefs are that enforce the reasoning behind particular methods. I will also analyse the best approaches used so I can acquire a well-developed vision on creativity itself and the best stimulus used to advance a 5 year olds language. 
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