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It has always been my learning goal to | IA
¢ correct myself before influencing others.. .




Correcting oneself before transforming otherzﬁ
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" The character zheng IE. means that the standard of correctness is
indeed unchangeable.
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When a prince’s personal conduct is correct, his
government is effective without the issuing of
orders. If his personal conduct is not correct, he

may issue orders, but they will not be followed.
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Analysis What those at the top do,
the people below will imitate.
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Vie | Zeng Zi said, ‘What are the Seven Teachlngs are? ’ W\
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Confucius said, ‘If the king respects the elderly, the subjects
A will be more filial; if the king respects the older people, the
== subjects will be more friendly to their siblings;
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* If the king is kind and generous, the subjects will be more
" geﬂerous, if the king is close to people of wisdom and virtue,
the subjects will attach importance to choosing fl‘lelldS'

LS, AT ERE, RITEE |

—



Analysis

If the King attaches importance to moral
cultivation, the subjects will not do anything
that cannot be disclosed; if the king detests
osreed, the subjects will be ashamed to compete
with each other; if the King is honest and
modest, the subjects will know to stick to the
high moral principle.
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These are the Seven Teachings, which are
fundamental to the governance of the people.
When the principles of political education
are established, then the fundamentals will
be corrected. All those who are in power are
the role models of the people, and if the role
models are correct, what else is not correct?
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Analysis

Politics means that leaders should first do right and set a

g00d example. When leaders set a good example, their

\\ subordinates will follow the example set by their superiors.
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.\ ke T\%"Virtues of leaders are like the wind, while the virtues

Ll C ~ wind blows, the grass will fall.

of the common people are like the grass, and wherever the
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When our parents were sick , we would taste the medicine
first before giving it to them. We will take care of them day
and night and stay by their bedside.
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house to teach people.

[ZEANIEC, 1M
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Leaders teach filial piety, does not go from house to

Rz, |

F5‘age people first correct themselves, and the world
. can naturally be governed well.
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Confucius said, When an inferior does a
superior’s work, he does not merely obey his
superior’s commands, but he looks at his
superior’s behaviour and imitates him.

If the superior prefers a certain thing,
subordinates must be more interested than him.
Therefore, leaders have to be careful about how
much they like or dislike people and thlngs,
because they are examples for the people.
LERY), FUARR. HEZFEE, |
- REREH, RRZEH.
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The gentlemen position is to be feared .

and respected, they give people favour
and let people love them.
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Their choices and manners can be used
as a standard for people to follow, and
their social intercourse and dealings as
a criterion.
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" Their manners and behaviour are worth Watchiﬁ'g“

and learning, their handling of affairs and
administration are worth learning.
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Their moral character can be emulated, their
voice and manner are pleasing.
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- Their actions are elegantand cultivated, and
their speech is clear and orderly.

HER, FEARE.

Treating one’s subordinates in this way is
called behaviour in a dignified and appropriate
manner.
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We must first rectity our own mind before we can
- rectity ourselves and things, and that when our mind

| Pay %s rectified, all things will naturally settle down.
[ELTi%TUESEY, HOKE, BmEL. ]
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If the superior has a fair mind, his
subordinates and the people will not dare to
have any thoughts of selfish.
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And if the superior has an equal mind, his
subordinates and the people will not dare to
take any risks and leave things to chance. A 4
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And if the superior has a frugal mind,
his subordinates and the people will not
dare to enjoy themselves with indulgence,
extravagance, and wastefulness.

EAROLR, MLTRABUBHER.

This is the role played by superiors who
set a good example.
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1. We must have a mind of loyalty and

NN benevolence.
L NN " 3% . I:LL\ %_L\ ﬁ b\
> 2. We should have a grateful mind.
| 2. BB L
SN 3. We should have a self-seeking attitude.
3. RKFECo
<4 < gk 4. We must know what comes first and what

comes last.
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