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Carmarthen Youth Opera performed ‘Grease’ at the Lyric Theatre in Carmarthen between the dates 24th February to 26th February. Grease is a Musical set in 1959. The original ‘Book, Music, and Lyrics by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey. Additional songs by arrangements with Robert Stigwood.’ Carmarthen Youth Opera Grease Program P1. This performance is based off the movie ‘Grease’ in 1978. ‘Grease is a 1971 musical by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey.’ Carmarthen Youth Opera Grease Program P19. The Musical was ’named after the 1950s United States working-class youth subculture known as greasers’. Grease (musical) - Wikipedia Its set at an American high school, Rydell High, ’based on William Howard Taft School in Chicago, Illinois and named after rock singer Bobby Rydell’. Grease (musical) - Wikipedia The plot of the musical ’follows ten working-class teenagers as they navigate the complexities of peer pressure, politics, personal core values, and love.’ Grease (musical) - Wikipedia
[bookmark: _Int_MwpBIONv][bookmark: _Int_nHDX80AY]The show performed by the Carmarthen Youth Opera, Grease, is a 1970’s musical. Musicals are a style of theatre which enhance the use of music with song and dance; The singing and dancing performed are essential to fulfil musicals correct style. ‘Musicals developed from light opera in the 20th century.’ Oxford Languages Dictionary. Musicals get to show actors broader skills such as their singing vocals and body movements in dance and how they can place all skills together into one performance. This comes from incredible playwrights, directors, and theatre practitioners to form great pieces of art bringing together three great forms from the performing arts industry. Musicals are an emotional style of theatre that can be the most joist and bring happiness to the audience and great sadness and tears though the emotion that can be displayed through singing vocals and dance those words just cannot say to an audience. 
[bookmark: _Int_Oby4FFWR][bookmark: _Int_CvXqOJZR][bookmark: _Int_iPO2FSPZ][image: ]The Lyric Theatre is based at the top of the town centre of Carmarthen. It is a small theatre hosting only 593 seats split between two floors of audience seating space. The theatre is decorated traditionally with red seats matching with the red stage curtain to hide the action behind the magical performances shown here; Its blue walls are complete with the gold trimmings spawled around the theatre. It is the perfect theatre for a lovely small town, to put on incredible shows such as Carmarthen Youth Opera’s Grease!
[bookmark: _Int_emkZwC40][bookmark: _Int_6V5pUGo9][bookmark: _Int_gFKljY4W]Carmarthen Youth Opera’s take on the musical ‘Grease’ with multiple different sets with a wide range of design style. After the opening number, the stage opens to a clear representation of the musical with a picnic bench on stage right and an American style bleacher on stage left. Later in the performance, In the scene showing the Pink Ladies, the set opens to a large bed centre stage with a backdrop showing a stereotypical late teen girls' typical bedroom with pink décor. This brings the scene together and lets the audience have an insight of what these characters are like. Towards the end of the performance the stage is decorated as a school dance with a higher stage created on scaffolding across the back of the stage. This is a clever piece of stage set as it shows the difference in importance of characters in this scene; As the students are stood on the ground stage and Miss Lynch is stood on the elevated stage. 
[bookmark: _Int_Gv6yw7Jm][bookmark: _Int_n7AE30SK][bookmark: _Int_TsAeD48q]In the performance, after the opening group song ‘Alma Mater,’ it opens to a split screen stage set at their school ‘Rydell High.’ Boys on the right, sat on school bleachers and the girls on the left, sat on and stood around a lunch picnic bench. This is where the song ‘Summer Nights’ is projected by the cast in the split screen stage style set. Later in the performance, in Act 2 Scene 1, before the school dance competition commences the school's principle announced rules. At this part of the scene the character ‘Miss Lynch’ is stood on a stage higher than the rest of the cast behind the decorated set to disguise the scaffolding. This is a clever way of including levels, higher-archy and a creative set design. This piece of set is used through-out the performance when levels and higher-archy is needed to be shown physically. 
[bookmark: _Int_XrNEhS1l]The performance was funded by many sponsors for example, Infinity Document Solutions, Swansea., Jeff James, Civil engineering idol., More than decorating centre llanggunnor, Quayside orthodontist Carmarthen. Andrew and Anne Thorn Carmarthen, Thomas and king Solicitors Carmarthen, McDonald's restaurant? Penson., Davies Crane hire Pensarn, Stephen Rees come out, wealth management, Carmarthen, Alan Rogers properties, cross hands, bass, Ian McGregor construction Johnstone, Wheeler, Wickes and Co financial planners Carmarthen., Eline and Dave David Evans, Carmarthen. Principality. Building society Carmarthen, Carmarthen Town Business Improvement District. Chalk of and electronics. Groom property maintenance cross hands, burns, pet nutrition Kidwelly, Evans buildings, Castle Howell Foods Cross hands, Wyn and Christine Reese, Carmarthen, Owen and Linda Thomas Pensarn, property Wales Ltd. Lampeter. Las Recycling Ltd, Lampeter. Tea traders, Carmarthen. Swift relocation Carmarthen, Swansea Building society, Carmarthen’s and Howell Richard's Farm.
The performance is aimed at young adults focusing on social and political issues for the generation. This development of the stage version of the film ‘Grease’ was ‘Named after the 1950s United States working class youth subculture known as Greasers, the musical is set in 1959 at Functional Rydell High School and follows 10 working class teenagers as they navigate the complexities of peer pressure, politics, personal core values and love.’ Carmarthen Youth Opera Grease Program P19. The musical is ‘set towards the end of the civil rights movement in the United States’.Socio-Economic and Political - Grease (weebly.com) Despite this, there are no Black actors in the performance. This is to show that even though it was towards the end on the civil right movements that they were still ‘not accepted in society’Socio-Economic and Political - Grease (weebly.com). As well as this, another political issue addressed in the 1978 musical is sexuality. In the performance there are several comments about the acceptance of the ‘idea of gays in society’ Socio-Economic and Political - Grease (weebly.com) . In the performance, in act 2, scene 1, the scene is set in the school gym at the dance, before the dance competition commences the school’s principles announces that couples entering the competition must be ‘boy girl’, with the students agreeing in laughter. This is portraying the social issues in the era this play was set in, 1950’s.
[bookmark: _Int_uax2W8rs]As part of the audience, I got to see the general audience response. Overall, everyone was overjoyed with the show put on by Carmarthen Youth Opera. Their audience was silent when it needed it to be, laughter toward the jokes created and singing along with the actors on stage. It was obvious a lot of the cast members had support in the audience, from family and friends that were applauding them after a wonderful performance, as well as members of the public attending to watch the performance and the Lyric Theatre. The audience members to the right of me were singing along and dancing in their seat to the songs sung upon stage. This shows that they were enjoying the songs being performed and were well known to the play before this viewing. At the end of the performance, the audience stood up clapping and cheering to the performers onstage whilst they did their final bows. 

One section I would change is the opening scene showing a split screen with the ‘Pink Ladies’ on the left and the T-Birds on the right. The scene is the girls introducing themselves to the character ‘Sandy’ who is knew to their school and explains about her summer fling with a boy called Danny, who she's unaware attends the same school. At the same time, the character Danny is also talking to his friends about his summer sling with Sandy. This is portrayed through the song ‘Summer Lovin’. 
In my opinion, the way the split scene is shown was unclear. I would create an obvious divide between the two settings as it could be misled to the audience that they are in the same setting therefore able to see each other and creating a fault in the timeline of the story. I would do this by not allowing characters to cross over each other from each setting, as this is misleading. I would also show in lighting that in the scene there are two different settings, this could be either using a different GOBO either side portraying the different settings. I could also show this through staging of the characters by having the ones closer to the centre stage had their backs angles away from the other setting. Showing that they cannot cross over and that there is no more stage space left for their scene to stop imagination from the audience. The set in this scene was very creative with the bleachers one side and the picnic bench the other so I would not change or alter this as I found it was very effected of setting each scene. 
With the characters in this scene, it was difficult to distinguish between them, and to work out who is playing who. To show the hierarchy in the ‘T-Birds’ I would have used levels in seating on the bleachers. I would do this by having the character playing Danny stood at the highest point in the bleachers, then the actor playing the character Kenickie stood just below. Then I would have the rest of the ‘T-Birds’ scattered down the bleachers but sat. With the ‘Pink Ladies’ and the other female characters in this scene, to show their personalities and the hierarchy, I would have all the characters surrounding the actress playing Sandy who I would place sat centre on the bench of the picnic bench. I would also have the actress playing ‘Rizzo’ as the only character sat in the table part of the picnic bench looking over everyone else and looking down on Sandy.  
In conclusion, the performance was very well put together and as an audience member I enjoyed thoroughly. All the actors performed very well, and it was a lovely performance to watch. I especially was blown away with the voice of the actress playing Sandy. She performed in a professional matter and was outstanding with a powerful singing voice. 
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