[bookmark: _Toc107223107]3. Chapter Three: Methodology
3.1 Introduction

The previous chapter of this dissertation looked at the existing literature surrounding the correction between ACES and criminality. This chapter will evaluate and detail the methods that were used to investigate the perceived relationship between ACES and criminality. This chapter will elucidate the rationale for selecting questionnaires as the optimal method for data collection and will address any ethical concerns that may have arisen. Methodology refers to the systematic approach employed for collecting and presenting research (Clough and Nutbrown, 2012). This chapter will delineate the methodological strategy for this study to further the research and enhance knowledge.

3.2 Research Strategy
Research is categorised into two types: primary and secondary. Primary research refers to data that the researcher has directly gathered from individuals, as opposed to utilising pre-existing data obtained from prior studies. This is otherwise known referred to as secondary research (Bryman, 2016).
The researcher’s elected strategy is to generate a questionnaire using Outlook Microsoft. Individuals will be supplied with questionnaires to complete. This facilitates the examination and collection of patterns and trends from the results. Questionnaires were determined to be the most suitable research approach for this instance, considering the target audience and information objective. The questionnaires are derived from the deficiencies identified in the current literature study about the relationship between ACES and crime, as well as the agencies with whom the police collaborate. Forms that will thereafter be accessible online via hyperlinks and social media platforms. This method recognises the sensitivity of the topic, which may deter participation if addressed in person (Lelkes et al., 2011). Implementing this approach aims to foster ultimate anonymity, therefore encouraging participation from persons who would otherwise be deterred.

This approach is the most direct and effective means of conducting a survey. This strategy is cost-effective and, because to the substantial amount of quantitative data needed, it is the most straightforward means to guarantee sufficient participant numbers. Attaining a substantial number of participants will provide sufficient quantitative data to ascertain the conclusion, hence enhancing the reliability and validity of this study.
The one anticipated drawback is that collecting and analysing the quantitative data from the questionnaire would need considerable time and effort. The questionnaires are designed to fill gaps in the recent literature review on early intervention with partner agencies and police training on ACES, aiming to gather information from respondents through a series of questions (McLeod, 2018).
The questionnaire will be aimed towards between three target groups: general response police officers, Police Community Support Officer(s) and the CSE unit officer. The aim is to understand the perspectives of these groups on ACES and Early intervention, training on ACES and agencies they work with as these are the best groups which will enable me to get the best results from the survey. The questionnaire will be distributed online using mixed questions, and participants will be informed of their right to anonymity and the ability to withdraw at any point. Although not all participants may have time to complete the questionnaire due to their careers or commitments, a total of sixty participants will be sent, ensuring sufficient opportunities for data collection.  The survey will be developed with different variety of questions, to enable to get the best findings.  Each question will be clear and direct to ensure reliable responses.
When evaluating the audience, it is likely that there will be divergent perspectives from general police officers, Police Community Support Officer(s) and the CSE unit officer. The various survey questionnaire comprises multiple-choice responses, brief answer responses, and binary yes or no answers. This facilitates the analysis of distinct patterns and trends, ensuring fairness and representativeness. Participants may be reluctant to engage in the research; but assurance of anonymity might motivate them to answer difficult questions more candidly.

3.3 Data Collection
The data findings are illustrated through several graphs and tables, depicting individuals' knowledge and awareness of ACES, the interventions provided to children, and the adequacy of police officers' training on ACES. The results will undergo thematic analysis and be presented to illustrate the police's self-perception regarding their efforts to address ACES and what agencies they work with. This segment of the findings may be somewhat more qualitative, necessitating concise responses for those enquiries. The proposed analytical approach, together with subsequent analysis and conclusions, examined answers to identify correlations and contrasts, which would be shown via several graphs and table formats. Responses, when contrasted, should demonstrate the unequivocal perspective of the South Wales Police Force about the association between (ACES) and criminality. A plan will be proposed based on this analysis.


3.4 Ethical Considerations

The main ethical issues that were considered and addressed were that participants identity need to remain anonymous, therefore it is vital that no questions potentially disclose who the individual is. This research will comply with the guidance set by Bera (2018) which ensures that participants are treated fairly and sensitively. It is vital that all participants have volunteered and consented to take part in the research and are aware that they may withdraw at any time, and their data will not be included. Discussing ACES could be unsettling for participants if they have experienced ACES or dealt with ACES in their professional practice. Considerations will be put into place, and participants will be sign posted to support agencies if they feel they need support.


3.5 Limitations
Every study always encounters limits or potential issues outside the researcher's control. In the realm of research technique and data analysis, there exists no definitive "gold standard." Many methodologies are not amenable to accurate replication and, thus, cannot be validated. The limitation of 8,000 words is expected to restrict the scope of this investigation. Time limitations and deadlines may also impact participation rates and research results. Furthermore, the study is constrained by time limitations resulting from shift patterns, given that it is an undergraduate dissertation conducted with a full-time position in the police force.


3.6 Conclusion
This chapter has outlined and clarified all parts of this study approach. The following chapter aims to compile, analyse, and present the findings from the data collection methods discussed in this chapter.
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