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Performance Class – Digital Era Task 1 Reflective Essay
For my performance class I sang ‘She Used to Be Mine’ by Sara Bareilles from the musical ‘Waitress.’ Bareilles started off as a pop singer in the early 2000’s but “signed up to write the music and lyrics for the Broadway Show... in 2013” and it “changed her life” when the musical became a huge hit and Bareilles was “nominated for Tony and Grammy awards”. When asked about who influenced her Bareilles said that she has “been influenced by many different artists at many different times” including people such as “Elton John, Billy Joel, Fiona Apple, Etta James and Joni Mitchell” but also bands like “The Beatles” as she got older. As she has been influenced by and has a background in pop this musical has a very contemporary more pop feel to it in comparison to another typical modern musical such as “Wicked”, but musicals have “continued to evolve into the present, both accommodating changes in American culture and society” and this does mean that more modern musicals are including a pop feel to it, hence why Bareilles had such success with “Waitress”. 

I was nervous but also excited to sing this song as it means so much to me. The reason I chose to perform this song is because I really relate to the message and while I have not had the exact same experience as ‘Jenna Hutcherson’ who is the main character I can use my own life experiences and situations to understand the purpose of singing the song and put myself in her shoes. 
 The song itself is about ‘Jenna’ talking about her younger self and fully realising that she is not the same person as before. She can see the mess her life now is, she has a terrible relationship with an emotionally abusive husband and has accidentally ended up pregnant. She also knows that her younger self wouldn’t have let this happen, for example she sings “To the girl I once knew, who was reckless just enough”, she seems proud of how reckless she used to be, and it seems she used to love using this recklessness to get her way. ‘Jenna’ then goes on to sing, “who learns how to toughen up, when she’s bruised or gets used by a man who can’t love”, younger ‘Jenna’ was fiercer and had more fight in her, she was more resilient and could stand up for herself and she’s missing that part of her now. However, ‘Jenna’ also knows that she has responsibilities now as she sings to her unborn baby, “It’s not what I asked for... and now I’ve got you” so she knows she must find that fire and passion within again to support and protect her child.  The reason I sung this song is because I, like Jenna, did have a very bad past relationship involving manipulation and feeling like I was trapped with nowhere to go and whilst I was stuck in that place, I often wondered what my younger self would have thought about the situation. I thought she would never have given up or let it happen because like my character my past self was braver and had no fear in some situations. I eventually realised I let myself become weaker and I was afraid of everything, I, like ‘Jenna’ wanted to find myself again and change my situation. 
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 I thought the performance went very well; I felt that I acted through song well and was able to make the audience feel what I wanted them too which was to have sympathy for me, and I feel like in that moment I really did become ‘Jenna’. I also thought the way I sang the song went well as I did not try to sing it like anyone else, just myself and by doing this I could relate more to the song and feel the pain I was portraying also.  
 After performing my song and discussing with Eilir and my peers I realised that I could work on my eye contact, looking up and around whilst I sing this song. I do have a habit of looking at one place and avoiding eye contact when I sing as I do get nervous so while performing this song the first time, I stared at the back wall and the floor the whole time. By working on using more eye contact and looking around I was able to connect with people a lot more, this meant they were able to feel my pain when I looked in their eyes and I was then able to draw them in to my character and they were more interested to hear my story. As I started to change the direction of where I was looking and singing this seemed to give my character more life as I could take each new line in the song as a different thought, and this also kept people invested in what I was singing. Another reason eye contact and looking around the room is so important is as Eilir mentioned if I ever was to perform that song in a musical and only looked at one place, for example the front row then the audience sitting all around the venue wouldn’t be intrigued and they wouldn’t enjoy the performance as much because it would seem like I wasn’t engaging with them, so by taking the time to look around the room and trying to connect with as many people as possible it just adds to the performance for both myself and the audience.
 Whilst in performance class I not only had to perform myself, but I had to watch others and discuss my thoughts. I felt that I did contribute a good amount during this class as when each person performed, I took notes on what I thought but also what my peers and Eilir thought and I also discussed my notes with the class, for example when Lauren went up to sing her song I really liked her facial expressions as she acted through her song ‘Dead Mom’. I do however feel like I could have contributed more throughout this performance class as a few other peers did perform and I only wrote my notes instead of discussing it out loud for the whole group to hear. During the next performance class, I will be partaking in more group discussions, reading my notes out loud and giving my opinions on everyone else's performance pieces. 
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Mind Mangler: Member of the Tragic Circle – Task 2 Review
The show that I am going to review is called “Mind Mangler: Member of the Tragic Circle”, just from the title alone I can assume this is a play on words about the group of magicians who are part of the ‘magic circle’ and as it has been changed to ‘tragic’ I can guess the magicians within this show won’t be very good. The poster that advertises this show has red and purple stripes with yellow and gold writing, so it really gets my attention and the way the stripes are positioned remind me of a circus tent which links into the theme of magic. The person in front who appears to be the ‘Mind Mangler’ looks very smart with his turtleneck, suit, glasses, and pocket handkerchief and the way he is standing shows confidence.  However, the person standing behind him who appears to be his assistant is the complete opposite, he looks very nervous and is dressed in a blue tracksuit, and as he is standing behind the ‘Mind Mangler’ I can assume his role is not as important as the ‘Mind Mangler’ himself. On the poster is a small sticker which says, “From TV’s The Goes Wrong Show”, I am familiar with this show, and know it is a comedy so I am expecting the show to be very funny, I also know that during the show many things will go wrong and I am expecting it to be very similar as it has two of the original cast members Henry Lewis and Jonathan Sayer from Mischief which is their company where they are known for “carefully choreographed chaos, merry mishaps and timeless comedy”.  From reading the show information it says that the ‘Mind Mangler’ is “coming back to the stage following a bad 2-night run” this tells me that he will be excited but perhaps a bit nervous to perform and show his skills to a larger audience. I also found out that it was based on a character originally created in ‘Magic Goes Wrong’ by Penn Jillete and the other cast of Mischief, as this was originally created by Penn from Penn and Teller maybe this show will also include some real magic or mind reading, I do have some doubt though as it also says the ‘mind mangler’ will be “attempting” to read minds so I feel he won’t be doing a very good job at it. 
After going to see this show a few of my assumptions were correct and I will mostly be discussing the acting as this was more of a comedy show or play with no singing or dancing. The first thing I noticed was that this felt more like a real comedy/magic show rather than a musical where you know the characters are just acting, the way this show was set up meant that the characters were very real, spoke personally about their backstories and they were very compelling and interesting story tellers. As the show only had a two-person cast with one main lead being the ‘Mind Mangler’ who was on stage for the whole two hours their comedic timing and energy levels had to be perfect to maintain this for the duration of the show and keep the audience entertained and I was very happy to say that they did. The comedic timing was exceptional because they had the right number of pauses between the punchlines, and they were using Brecht techniques such as “breaking the imaginary wall between the performers and spectators” to sometimes achieve this. Brechtian technique has been used “from the 1930s onwards” and when Brecht’s writing was made “available in English from the mid-1960s onward” this “considerably influenced British playwrights and theatre makers alike” and I love that we still use these techniques today. However because they were breaking the fourth wall this meant the actors had to think on their feet throughout the show and have quick witted responses while staying in character which is a hard task as you not only have to think of a funny and fast answer, but you must deal with it as your character and not break the emersion which these actors did successfully. 
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As I suspected the ‘Mind Mangler’ was not very good at many magic tricks or mind reading and I was correct in thinking the whole premise of the show would be making fun of his inability to do these tricks, but I was very happy when we did get to see some real magic tricks for example a newspaper was torn up and then put back together within his hands and he was able to predict what would happen during the show hours before we even stepped foot in the building, these were simple but well put together tricks that wowed the audience because we had been led to believe that the ‘Mind Mangler’ wasn’t able to perform such acts. I also felt that it was nice to see some actual magic tricks within the show as it had been created by Penn Jillete so it felt like it all tied in together, even the set helped with this as the background was the same as the poster background so when the audience was watching we had that feeling of magic and hypnosis throughout. 
While watching this show I realised that it wasn’t exactly what I had imagined, I assumed it would be similar to “The Goes Wrong Show” where things such as sets break, there are technical difficulties and actors are injured in a slapstick manner where moments are “exaggerated and cartoonish” and include “violence and physical humour” but the only thing that went wrong was the ‘Mind Mangler’s’ ability to do the illusions so I was a little disappointed as I thought it would have included more of what the Mischief company are known for and I personally would have liked to have seen more of the ‘Stooge’ or the ‘Mind Mangler’s’ assistant as there were times when the show dragged when it was just the ‘Mind Mangler’ on stage. Overall, I enjoyed this show and I do agree with the positive reviews I have seen saying that it’s “an absolute riot” and “hilariously funny” it was clever and showed me how in control the actors must be in a setting like this.
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