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Introduction 
This report will present the Stockport case study of a family with two children facing vulnerability due to the circumstances at home. The main adversity factor in this case study is alcohol misuse. The purpose of this report is to evaluate the impact of parental alcohol misuse on the children and to evaluate the intervention of social services involved in protecting child welfare. An analysis of outcomes will be presented as a direct result of services implication whilst considering current policy and legislation are being followed. 
Families facing adversity refer to parents being victims of domestic abuse, parents have a substance misuse problem such as alcohol and or drugs, or experience mental problems, disability or even poverty.  (NSPCC Learning, n.d.).
Children vulnerability refers to the exposure of children to the risk of harm. These risks can translate into lifelong effects on a child development and welfare. Such risks include neglect, harm and abuse, criminal and sexual exploitation, development of mental health disorders and missing out on education. (Public Service Committee, 2021)

Stockport case 
This case study refers to a single mother with two children. The mother is an alcoholic and experienced an abusive childhood herself. During a previous relationship she was a victim of domestic abuse. The family home is currently a meeting point for the mother drinking and anti-social behaviours entourage and the children father passed away because of drug overdose. The children present disruptive behaviours in school that they do not attend regularly. (GOV.UK, n.d.).

Factors of vulnerability
This family is facing adversity as the single care provider, the mother, is facing an alcohol abuse problem. The children are in a vulnerable situation as their home is frequented by their mother drinking entourage that display oftentimes an anti-social behaviour and because of their parent drinking problem, leaving them exposed to harm, neglect, and abuse. 
According to The Children Act 1989 parents have a “parental responsibility” to promote child welfare and safeguarding. (Legislation.gov.uk, 2020). Children welfare is at risk in this case as alcohol can reduce significantly parenting capacity leaving them at risk of maltreatment. Research also shows that families affected by alcohol affected often experience housing problems, unemployment, poverty, and mental health problems. (GOV.UK, 2021).
Parental alcohol misuse also referred to as PAM can affect the family dynamic by conflict increase, isolation from other family members, daily activities inconsistency, parental behaviours become unpredictable and inconsistent, care is not provided, children face offending behaviours, and the home environment is unstable. (Turning Point, n.d.).

Impact of PAM on children
The concept of “child in need” is defined under the Section 17 of Children Act 1989 where the Children Services need to get involved to promote safeguarding and welfare. Families facing adversity like PAM often need such services involvement as the children development or standards of life are at risk. (Child law advice, 2019). In the United Kingdom, PAM represented 16% of total children in need characteristics in 2020. Almost half of million children is living with a parent experiencing either drug or alcohol problems in the same year, and 50% of drug and alcohol recovery programs attendees were parents. 
Children affected by PAM are feeling isolated, guilty, and stigmatised. In certain situations, the oldest child will have to take on the role of carer for younger children. Many children will face the impact of PAM in the form of developing mental health problems like eating disorders, depression and anxiety, developmental issues, neglect, and domestic abuse. (Kenny and Hedges, 2021).
The effects of PAM on Stockport children is shown in their behaviours being affected by the home situation making them disruptive during school. The children were witnessing disruptive behaviours themselves from the mother and her entourage. Research shows that children living in tumultuous environments will display antisocial behaviours and an increase in anger and aggressivity levels and will develop emotional problems.  (Turning Point, n.d.).
Stockport children were attending school poorly and without intervention they were at risk of academic failure on a long term. Studies found PAM had a significant impact in children school attendance. Children with such backgrounds have poor school performance, do not attend to their homework, and do not participate in class, also, children have a tendency of disrupting the class, get involved in school fights and have a hard time following rules at school. (Omachare, 2020).
Considering all these factors, according to Children Act 1989, the Stockport children were considered children in need. 

Interventions and legislation
Troubled Families is a government founded program offering early interventions to vulnerable families in need of support by an integrated approach including the whole family. (GOV.UK, 2020). In the Stockport case, the mother approached the family worker and opened about her alcohol problems. According to the changes made to the Children Act 2004 governmental and local agencies have the duty to cooperate whilst having at core the welfare and protection of children. The following support plan was based on the Statutory framework of Working Together to Safeguard Children. In accordance with the act, a variety of services can provide the necessary support to children, like private authorities and charities. (HM Government, 2018). The initial assessment made was able to identify the type of interventions necessary and what services should be involved in safeguarding the Stockport children. 
Stockport children were kept with the mother after careful evaluation and in accordance to Children Act 1989 it was decided that removing them from the famiy was more detrimental to their wellbeing. This was a result of parental capacity and children needs assessment that resulted in children not being at risk of significant harm if mother is willing to receive help.
As required in the framework, a detailed assessment of family circumstances and children welfare was made by the social services worker. The social services worker drew then a support plan for the family. As a result of this, the mother drinking problem was deemed a priority and she was soon referred to an alcohol detox program. We Are With You, Adfam and Alcoholics Anonymous are alcohol addiction support services offering help, emotional support and advice to families affected by alcohol addiction. (NSPCC Learning, 2021).
National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children offers support to struggling families affected by alcohol misuse from strategies to improve parent and child relation and functioning, therefore parenting skills to daily life aspects, whilst prioritising the child welfare. Practitioners are supporting families by taking children to school, helping with homework and making sure children don’t miss any important medical visits. In terms of supporting struggling parents, the charity is offering financial support by facilitating benefits access and housing situations. These actions need to be monitored constantly and the wellbeing of children must by at core. As previously mentioned, these strategies of support include various agencies and organisations, such as the Department for Education through the initiative called Keeping children safe in education. In Stockport case the school was informed and encouraged the mother to start by setting boundaries with the children. (NSPCC Learning, 2021b).
The mother was encouraged to receive counselling support. Cgl- Stockport offers counselling services locally. (www.nhs.uk, n.d.).
The Children Act 2004 has enabled a joint effort from multi-agency to work together to better safeguard vulnerable children and has created a new role, the Children Commissioner. By placing a duty of care on local authorities the focus has moved to improving children wellbeing. (CHILDREN ACT 2004, 2004). This has empowered charities and local authorities to work together in Stockport case in accordance with the guidance “Working Together to Safeguard Children”. According to Children Act 1989 the mother was able to keep her children as their removal would have been more detrimental. 
Equality Act 2010 was applied in Stockport case as both school staff and social services have dealt with the family without discrimination. (GOV.UK, 2015)
Education Act 2002 was implemented to safeguarding children in school from abuse or neglect. School staff members are advising the mother how to set boundaries with children to change their behaviours. 

Results
The social services have reacted according to policies in place and offered immediate support. Initial assessment enabled them to prioritise actions for the intervention. According to the mother, she decided to open to the family worker about her drinking problem and poor parenting as the family worker gained her trust. The social worker has done in instrumental work and her skills have led to a direct positive impact on the children’s lives.
As a direct result of multiagency involvement and support interventions the children have a better school attendance and school members have observed an improvement in their behaviour. With charities help and addiction programmes the mother stopped drinking and is now a recovery alcoholic having her addiction under control. The family home is no longer a meeting point for disruptive entourages and both the mother and children are happier.

Recommendations 
It is estimated that 2.3m children live in vulnerable families’ situations of which over 800.000 are “invisible to child welfare services. According to the Children’s Commissioner 2019 report, “invisible” refers to children in vulnerable backgrounds that are not known to services therefore not receiving any support. Early interventions from social services and agencies in vulnerable children’s cases is crucial as detrimental situation can escalate fast. (Children’s Commissioner for England, 2019). In Stockport case the mother approached social services and admitted her struggles, but few cases are like this. Schools should be more proactive in reading signs of abuse and neglect in children. In Stockport case, these signs were already obvious. More training for school staff can be helpful in offering support to children affected by  as staff can faster identify these signs. (Adfam, n.d.)
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