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Question 1: From the message, medium, context research stand lectures, choose a theme, movement, or selection of artists or designers that relate to your practice or interests.
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Throughout history, humankind has used narrative images to tell stories. Illustration is one of the most important forms of visual communication: it informs and observes, delight and decorates, instructs and inspires. The earliest recorded illustration was man made in a cave in Lascaux, France, ca.15,000 B.C. These images featured pictorial representations or logograms in succession, which was a very detailed important event, illustration has played a fundamental role both in telling stories and in sharing information for incident the civilisations of Greece and Italy, art flourished to honour gods, humankind, and the cultures themselves like illustrations of heroes and festivals, mythological tales and literature, funeral scenes and sporting events were drawn and incised onto ceremonial vessels and also wall paintings and floors mosaics were created to decorate the homes of the wealthy and powerful where as today’s artists create an astonishing variety of illustrations across a spectrum of styles and genres, informed by rich history’s and extraordinary innovations in recent decades. Starting in the 14th century artist Johannes Gutenberg in 1452 creation and distribution of woodcuts and engraved prints brought images, ideas, and entertainment to a wider range of audiences and provided people outside the upper class the possibility of experiencing art. Johannes elements of his invention are thought to have included a metal alloy that cloud melt readily and cool quickly to form durable reusable types, of oil-based ink that could be made sufficiently thick to adhere well to metal type and transfer well to vellum or paper, and a new press, likely adapted from those used in producing wine, oil, or paper, for applying firm even pressure to printing surfaces, none of these featured existing in the European techniques used up to that time stamping letters on various surfaces or in woodblock printing.

With the start of the industrial Revolution in the mid-1700s printing technology improved rapidly and more publications were distributed and illustrations became more commonly encounter in daily life were English wood engravers and publishers Thomas Berwick established a studio for the creation and printing of commercial illustration that was used for many purposes, including works for children’s educational materials for schools, natural history books and plates and title-page art for books. 

The profession of illustration fully taken of in the early 1800s where English and French caricaturists independently earned a living as a full-time illustration with sales of etched or engraved prints through small gallery-like prints shops and city street books stalls. This made illustration accessible and affordable in the way for the joy of art lovers that didn’t have much money like the books by Charles Dickens and other popular writers were illustrated throughout many years. Under the influence of the first generation of successful America narratives illustrators saw that careers could be achieved, and a flood of talented entered the field because publishers soon recognised that illustrations helped to sell magazines subscriptions and increased advertising revenue and with in the increase showed strong and considerable sales allowing more commissions of original art and the business of illustration was fully established with a wider and more efficient distribution networks, illustrated newspapers, books and magazines were enjoyed by millions or people around the world because it was affordable entertainment. 

Matter of facets Walt Disney established himself in the field by making popular cartoons shorts like Steamboat Willie 1928, the first sound cartoon, and went on to create full-length animations featuring films Snow White in 1934 and Pinocchio in 1936 which was a great success.

To talk about contemporary illustration without talking about the influence of Push Pin Studios, foundered in 1954 by Cooper Union classmates Seymour Chwast the artists at Push PinStudios  led a revolution where there threw everything out the window in terms of referencing style. Working non-stop Push Pin illustration plundered art towards graphic history to fine art to comic books and reimagined and recombined there diverse forms, creating innovative, delightful, unexpected work. By the late 1980s, illustrators were free to run wild and collaborates and experimental with and celebrate different historical styles and methods by being inspired by historical art movements as they were by the punk culture of the 1970s and the New York City street art scene. 

Art Nouveau 

An international Design movement that started in England in the 1890s and thrived for the next two decades, Art Nouveau rebelled against the historical style that had dominated designs for most of the 19th century. Art nouveau, named implies, focused on innovation and led to revolution in modern design. Art nouveau saw a major popular revival in the late 1960s, when it was reinterpreted in numerous rock concert posters and album covers; this distinctive psychedelic look has, in turn, influenced late generations of artists. Art Nouveau is characterised by its use of a long , sinuous, organic line and was employed most often in architecture, interior design, jewellery and glass design, posters and illustration. A very well known artist Alphonse Mucha was known for his Gismomda, that had a large impacted on Art Nouveau because his piece created for the eponymous Renaissance play by Victorien Sardous that was the woman he used throughout his posters that would show off a flamboyant white with gold detailed on that was the main piece of the artwork that people was breath taken by.

Surrealism

The interpretation of dreams, published in 1899 by Sigmund Freud, explored the relationship between dreams and reality and laid the foundation for the literacy, intellectual, and artistic movement called surrealism. A French writer, poet André Breton, generally considered the founder of surrealism. Surrealism impact on illustration, design and wide-ranging. The movement pioneer new illustration techniques and showed how the world of dreams, symbols, and fantasy could be explored visually in ways that provoked a universal response across many viewers that changes the course of modern illustration and influenced illustrators around the world making connection and telling stories that resonate long after the movements. Surrealism aimed to revolutionise human experience, rejected a rational vision of life in favour of one that asserted the value of the unconscious and dreams. Salvador Dalí was one of the most popular artist of the 1930s that made paintings, sculptures and films about the dreams he had, he painted one of the most unique paintings of melting clocks and floating eyes, clouds that would create a faces like feature and rocks that would build up the bodies of the people in his dreams. The conscious mind is what we use to make decisions every day like whether we would walk or ride a bike to university, the unconscious mind is where our memories are stored because most of the time we are not aware of our unconscious mind that would sometimes store in our memories and get mixed up in are dreams and that is what Dalí tried to paint throughout is life time. Another artist is Paul Nash that is most famous for his mysterious landscape paintings that often featured trees and hills that have characteristics that make them look like animals, people, or other strange creatures that creates a particular feelings or emotion that sometimes would come though with unexpected colours, shapes or messy brush marks or by changing the perspective by adding objects that looked very odd and out of place.

Modernism 

Modernist art and the modernism movement had a significant and far-reaching impacted on illustration and design. Modernism including a series of distinct movements, including constructivism, surrealism and also Bauhaus all these movements shared a rejection of historical styles of a minimalist Design approach of original and experimental use of shapes, line, layout and colour throughout this style of work. Modernist influence art by abandoning previous rules of colour, perspective and composition in order to work out their own visions, the main idea of modernism was to reject past traditions of artwork and to encompass the beginning of a new ‘modern’ world in their art forms. By the late 1960s modernism had become a dominant idea of art, and a particularly narrow theory of modernist painting had been formulated by the highly influential Clement Greenberg and then a reaction took place which was quickly identified as postmodernism. 
Claude Monet was one of the most impressionist artist that painted the Water-Lilies in 1916 he chosen to paint a scenes of everyday modern life but also wanted to capture the movement and effects of light that they saw in nature and rejected established style, using instead rapid brush marks and bright colours to show the life like features of a Water-Lilies pond. The painting comes across quite abstracted, placed them as important innovations in the early history of modern art . 

Constructivism 

Constructivist movement originated in the 1917s Bolshevik revolution that influenced by the abstract style, pure form and the energy of cubism, futurism and suprematism, constructivist artist aimed to create a new visual language to art. Constructivist creates both political posters and commercial advertising forever linking the style to political activism. 
Constructivist forms a piece of work by conforming strong geometric shapes, flat colours, extensive white space and bold sans serif typography with a photomontage design giving it that technically new style age with their own voices and ideas. Constructivism was suppressed in Russia in the 1920s but was brought to the west by Nahum Gabo and his brother Antoine Pevsner and has been a major influence on modern sculpture. One constructivist artists is Shepard Fairey that was an American contemporary street artists, graphic designer, activist and illustrator his work often informed by the visual vocabulary of constructivism because he uses that geometric shaped and red and black colour theme that aimed for creating art for social change. Alexander Rodchenko was the most important avant-grade artist to have put his art in the service of political revolution and his commitment to the Russian Revolution subsequently encountered him to abandon first paintings and put his skills in the service of the industry and the state by designing advertisements to book covers his work was a array of extraordinary media’s, from painting and sculptures to graphic design and photography.

Bauhaus

In 1919, the architect Walter Gropius was made director of Satellites Bauhaus in Weimar, Germany, combining two art schools into a single institution, and fine and applied arts into one curriculum. A Modernist approach to design education was developed; students were encouraged to experiment and find a design voice of their own. Today, Bauhaus is renowned for both its unique aesthetic that inventively combines the fine arts with arts and crafts as well as its enduring influence on modern and contemporary art. The style of Bauhaus is commonly characterised as a combination of the arts and crafts movement  with modernism, as evident in its emphasis on function and, according to the Tate , its “aim to bring art back into contact with everyday life.” Thus, typical Bauhaus designs—whether evident in painting, architecture, or interior design—feature little ornamentation and a focus on balanced forms and abstract shapes. Bauhaus art is of paintings that artists often produced abstracted sculptures, avant-grade collages, and modernist posters featuring bold typography and blocks or colour that’s what people that was interested in Bauhaus would look for was the bold colour textures that was most flamboyant to catch the eye of the audience. Although the Bauhaus abandoned many aspects of traditional fine-arts education, it was deeply concerned with intellectual and theoretical approaches to its subject. Various aspects of artistic and design pedagogy were fused, and the hierarchy of the arts which had stood in place during the Renaissance was levelled out: the practical crafts - architecture and interior design, textiles and woodwork - were placed on a par with fine arts such as sculpture and painting.

Over the last 10 years, the illustration field had undergone a huge reinvention from cottage industries to creative industries thanks to the new fresh breed of practitioners at the turn of the century, with the new working methodologies and ideologies for contemporary illustration practice, an outmoded and outdated analogue craft had been dragged into the brave new digital world of the 21st century. By the end of the decade, the world had changed in ways no one could have imagined. The computer and software had become fast and sophisticated, with new tools that enabled the look of “natural media”: the pens, pencils, and brushes of traditional illustration. New filters and techniques provided exciting new ways to manipulate imagery. Illustrators could choose to work traditionally or digitally, or to mix the two  as needed. Whitney Sherman characterises this as a “transmedia/hybrid approach that combines both traditional and digital aesthetics and ways of working.” Moving into today’s world, with our powerful smartphones, tablets with high-resolution screens, and pervasive fast Internet, illustrators can leverage animation and VR to extend the narrative and deliver sequential and interactive storytelling.
Combining past forms with modern technologies, illustrators are forging new forms and styles of visual communication—all of it resting on a foundation that is thousands of years strong. One of the known digital illustration of this modern ages is Louis Fishauf is a Canadian graphic designer, art director, and illustrator who has created award-winning work for a wide array of international companies. Fishauf was one of the first to use the computer and software as design and layout tools his current illustration work focuses primarily on the creation of digital collages.

Fast forward to 2020 century where an idea of an art movement is very laughable. Everything from Stone Age cave paintings to the latest postmodernist art has been tossed into the spin cycle of popular culture and consumerism. The one thing that interest me the most is that in 1992 the first ever picture was uploaded to the internet and today there are more than 80 million images uploaded to Instagram each day which is mind boggling to think as the artist Van Glitshka said “There’s no more ‘flavour of the month”, referring to the term he and other illustrators coined for work that would be popular with creative directors for a while before it faded in to thin air which social media has changed that because the way the audience interacts with a look that takes place so quickly that it’s other and done with and then the artist needs to work harder to produce a bigger and better outstanding piece of work to grasp the audience. I believe that illustration have come a very long way from stone ages  to digital tablets and pencil because who ever through that in 2020 people would be able to drawn of a computer the same way to would traditional not me that’s for sure and that’s one thing that I really enjoy about illustration it that your outcome can be what every you wish it to be because we live in a world where art speak louder that words and people seem to go toward the artistic way even if that university, protesting or to make someone’s day and to do that with a moving piece of art that got value and emotions in is what everyone need in a life time. 
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