My Personal reflection of returning to Education

For the purpose of this reflection, I will be using Gibbs (1988).
There are 6 stages to Gibb’s Reflective Cycle:

Description
It has been a long time since when I have been studying last time- three years ago I finished College course. Then nothing – a long break from education. I remember one day, six months ago, when  I spoke to one of my friend in Swansea and She recommend me go to University of Wales. That day changed everything – my feelings and my thinking.  That was a perfect moment for me to give myself a chance. In my workplace where I worked - They were looking for candidates for Lead Operators, Team Leaders and Managers positions 
I was applying for a Lead operator job couple months ago in that case. I went through interview and I was thinking that it went very well and that I may get the position what I wanted to. I was wrong. 
I decided to go back to education this year as I wanted to improve my own qualifications and as a result get a better job, as a job market is very demanding and continuous improvement and training are needed to stay ahead of the competition (Akdeniz and Stark, 2014). 
I have set myself a clear goals and objectives (Friesen and Mills 2001), so I could concentrate clearly on the ‘bigger picture’. I promised myself, that I will enrol and graduate from University within the next 5 years. I had decided to join the University of Wales Trinity Saint David because I want to excel and move forward with my career and I believe that education and getting a degree could help me with this. 
The whole process of enrolment was quite straight and easy but the biggest challenge was to pick the right course. I was always interested in businesses and companies and I believe this is the right choice for me. 



Feelings

The decision to go back to education had been a very serious one for me as I had to consider many other aspects of my life and how the full-time education course would affect my job and personal life as I know that is at least a three-year commitment and it will require a lot of time and hard work to achieve my goal. 
On the beginning then I was feeling very scared but also motivated because I knew that I am doing something important for myself. Studying on University it is still a huge challenge for me, because I always thought, that my English was not good enough to even start. 


Evaluation
At first I was very nervous and anxious but when I had an answer with feedback about my promotion at work – I decided to go ahead with it. Unfortunately they didn’t give me a job – Theirs answer was - I am having great experience with production, very good view on quality but is a one thing I must work on: have my own good strategy in solving problems with behaviours the other workers. 
I felt that the going to University has been a life-long dream of mine. I had been surprised with how much people were supportive for me and that as I started attend the lectures, I realised the fact that I still have time for myself even that I study full time. 

Analysis
I know now that I was not ready for the job, that why they didn’t give it to me at that time. I started this course on University to get all the skills what the employees needs from me to get higher position in work. I realised that to get the higher position at work I need to first get Higher Education. I believe that things went so well because I made the right decision and I started to pursue a life-long goal to improve myself and gain better qualifications as a result. I have spent a long time thinking about what kind of course I wanted to do and which University. From all the researches that I have done and what my friend recommended to me – I know that the course I wanted to do is a Business and Management and I found a few Universities that offered it. I decided to pick UWTSD because they have smaller class sizes and the lecturer can spend more time with individual students. This is very important for me as I think, that because I have been out of education for a few years – I might benefit from having an extra help at least at the beginning. 

Conclusion

From attending the first couple of weeks of university I had realised that I should not have been so scared and that I should have made this decision sooner. I have learned already a new things and theories about business management. 
 I learnt good communication and I can work in a team, I can work under pressure of time, I got imagination and ideas. I put the most of my attention on details, I am responsibility but what I need to work which is: emotional intelligence, maturity, professionalism.




Action Plan
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Now I am feeling motivated to learn everything what I need to know and I am feeling excited to back to education because this is exactly what I need to do - to be in a place and position what I am dreaming about.
The most important feeling is to do not give up! 
Education is one of the most important things in a world and I realised, that it is never too late to start this journey
In the future when I will be faced with similar, big decisions I will definitely act with more courage as this experience gave me a lot of confidence for the future. If I had to do this again I would do! 
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