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What is the purpose of the ‘case study’ and ‘critical incident’’ bridging activity?

You will recall that a ‘case study’ can be thought of as ‘an instance in action’ according to Nisbet and Watt (1984 p.72 (in Cohen, Manion and Morrison 2006 p.253) and that Tripp (2012) observes that deep analysis of ‘critical incidents’ can inform teacher judgement and practice and although they can be serious in nature, they may also be observed moments that are ‘funny, sad, witty…..boring, good’ or possibly even ‘trivial.’ For Tripp, observation and deeper analysis of the implications of the observed incident offers rare opportunity for deeper understanding of your development and pedagogy.

By the end of the test phase, you will have identfied a small handful of incidents that hold the potential to open up deeper reflection and study (for the assignment) in relation to two or three areas that have been highlighted at university in the module content.  In this way, it is you as the researcher that makes the incident ‘critical.’ You will have observed up to three lessons recalling the central importance of maintaining the respect, dignity and anonymity of all participants (staff and pupils) at all times (BERA 2018).  

The form below can be used as a framework for observing learners and learning experiences.  As is often advised (Cohen Manion and Morrison 2006), you may wish to make short notes only during the obervation in case you miss an important element of a potential ‘incident’ whilst writing.  Researchers are advised to make detailed notes as soon as is practically possible following the observation. 

IMPORTANT:
Use the forms below for your observations and to record incidents.  You will need to observe three teaching episodes and identify four potential incidents. It is a requirment of the assignment that these be included with the appendices to your research assignment.  You will be able to access copies of these forms on Moodle.






















OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 27/09/22 , 2pm year 5 STF learners


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
The STF has allocated time for learners to integrate into mainstream numeracy lessons. The attainment level for this class was generally low, however, many of the STF learners excelled in some topics. STF learners were in mixed seating along with mainstream peers, all of which sat at the front of the class. The teacher set a task on the board for the learners to complete. Silent work was not implemented, however, a quiet learning environment was established and learners were enthusiastic about completing the work.






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
One of the STF learners (boy, aged 9) walked to the sharpening station to sharpen his pencil during the numeracy lesson. The learner struggled to operate the sharpener system and consequently, two peers from mainstream came over to assist the learner by showing him an example of sharpening a pencil. 
After watching the example, the learner tried a few times to operate the sharpener himself, he was eventually able to sharpen his pencil. Consequently, throughout the lesson he was interested in sharpening the rest of his pencils. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Reflecting on teaching practice which encourages independent learning, here, evaluating the provisions within the curriculum such as ambitious capable learning that is unrestricted to academic classroom learning. 
An exploration of peer-centred help, class room dynamics, and forming friendships between STF and mainstream learners could provide a greater depth within analysing this critical incident.

An investigation into the successes and benefits of integrating STF learners into mainstream core lessons such as numeracy, and the impact this has on all types of learners and teaching practice. 

Provisions for ALN learners within core lessons such as numeracy, and how different methods of teaching practice can instill focus within a positive learning environment.  







	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
The environment was quiet due to the nature of the lesson, however, the lesson took place an hour after lunchtime had finished. The teacher lead with clear instructions for the learners to complete the work and was available for learners to ask for help when needed. The teacher reminded the learners that if they managed to complete the task on time they had an opportunity to complete a topic evaluation of how confident they felt in the previous maths topic.   


















Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 26/9/22 check-in 8.50am key stage 1 STF


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
During the morning, the check-in system that encourages all learners to share their worries and feelings in the morning of each school day. Here, school x used Welsh to display different feelings and the learners would put a picture of their face next to the feeling they most resemble
This concept supports the health and well-being provisions within Wales. I






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The learners sat on the carpet for check-in, where they chose a feeling that represented how they felt and assigned a picture of that face to these feelings. Here, the ‘syt wyt ti’ included ‘hapus’ (happy), ‘trist’(sad), ‘grac’(angry) and ‘cyfrous’ (excited). I witnessed two children swapping they’re expressive feelings within two and three different intervals throughout the morning. The first learner had replaced the trist expression with hapus, and the second learner had changed their grac expression to trist and then to hapus. The school setting, seeing friends and feeling safe within the school space could have cotrubited to these learners  feelings.







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
ALN health and well-being strategies in primary schools such as the similarities and differences between mainstream pupils and ALN learners. 
Looking into independent learning and how the learner can manage their own feelings safely by  signifying their own health and well-being. 
Policies and institutions that protect ALN learners in schools and to what extent these are successful.








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
The incident took place in the morning as soon as the learners had registered and put away their things. The incident took place on a monday morning after the weekend, here, the learners had the opportunity to communicate how they felt within a safe environment. For some ALN learners, the morning might be a busy and stressful time with a tight routine and drop off-systems, this can also be accounted for. Additionally, settling into school in the morning can be challenging for those learners who have anxious attachments to parents.





















Record 3
	Date and time, year group:27/9/22, STF year 5 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
Six STF pupils integrated into mainstream expressive arts to listen to a guest speaker who discussed different mediums of art to prepare the learners to create their own video. Here the guest speaker led a traditional lesson of introducing the topics through a lecture alongside a presentation for visually enhanced learning. The activity involved asking volunteers to view paintings by walking across the back walll and share their perspectives with the class. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
As the guest speaker selected volunteers to contribute their ideas to the lesson, one of the ALN learners put their hands up to participate, she quickly became shy and could not share her ideas. The guest speaker encouraged her to share and waited for a response. The learner was shy in her behavior and sat back down. Factors such as the mainstream classroom environment and unfamiliarity with the guest speaker leading the lesson, could have contributed to the learner’s confidence. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
To expand the context of this incident research into positive behaviour reinforcement, praise and classroom management for ALN learners would be beneficial in understanding the needs of the learner. 
Looking into successful methods for implementing expressive arts that are safe and purposeful for ALN learners and encourage involvement.
Using the professional teaching standards and teaching resources to research questioning and reasoning tactics that affect teaching practice. 








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
The guest speaker instilled traditional methods of managing the classroom such as fingers on lips and hands up to answer questions. 
The classroom environment was within the mainstream school as ALN learners were integrated into the mainstream class. With the advice from the class teacher, some of the year 5 ALN learners felt anxious about joining the class, however, most learners coped moderately well in this environment. 
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