
Sustainable Development - Ethical Consumerism

ethical consumer (ethical consumers) N-C
Consumers who choose not to buy products from certain companies for moral reasons,  for example because a company harms the environment or uses child labor, are sometimes called ethical consumers.
A passionate supporter of animal welfare, she too refuses to purchase anything that could possibly be connected with cruelty. Both ore example, of a burgeoning group 

· business ethics N-PLURAL
Business ethics are the moral beliefs and rules about right and
wrong that are involved in business.
Business ethics ore coming to the forefront of the agenda.
Companies are seeing that their activities hove important social and ethical implications.

· social responsibility Nunc
Social responsibility is the duty that some people teel companies have to behave in a correct and proper way, for example towards their workers and the local community.
All businesses have a wider Social responsibility and are answerable to more thon just their shareholders.

· co-operative (co-operatives) NC
· A co-operative is a business or organization run by the people who work for it or owned by the people who use it. These people share its benefits and profits.
The restaurant is run as o cooperative-.
Oxfam aids small farming co-operatives to improve their yields significantly

Common Collocations
a housing co-operative	                 
a co-operative	             
 a co-operative movement

· sweatshop (sweatshops) N-c
If you describe a small factory as a sweatshop, you mean that many people work there in poor conditions for low pay.
…the dingy, hidden world of garment sweatshops.
.. a product that was made with child labor or in a sweatshop.

· Child labour N Unc
Child labour is the use of children as workers in industry.
e.g. Past attempt to ban child labour in various industries have not worked.
..a boycott of goods made with child labour.
· Developed (adj) First World (N Proper)
If you talk about developed countries or the developed world, you mean the countries or the parts of the world that are wealthy and have many industries. The most prosperous  and industrialised parts of the world are sometime referred to as First World.
e.g. Life expectancy in the developed world has doubled.
Although South Africa has many of the attributes of the first world - some good e millions of rich people, and a  few world-class companies, hospitals and universities- it is still not part of that world.
... weolthy First World countries



· developing (adj) Third World N
If you talk about developing countries or the developing world, you mean the countries or the parts of the world that are poor and have few industries. Together the countries of Africa, Asia, and South America are sometimes referred to as the Third World, especially those parts that are poor, do not have much
power, and are not considered to be highly developed.
In the developing world cigarette consumption is increasing.
The only developing country with large foreign reserves is Taiwan.
As the cities of the Third World expand, there is little hope that their governments' public health systems can cope.
...a campaign to cancel Third World debt.

· GDP (GDPs) N·VAR
In economics, a country's GDP is the total value of goods and services produced within a country in a year, not including its income from investments: in other countries. GDP is an
Abbreviation for 'gross  domestic product'.
He said that in time the UK would match the European average spend on health which is 8 per cent of GDP.
· per capita ADJ
The per capita amount of something is the total amount of it in a country or area divided by the number of people in that country or area. Per capita means 'per person'.
They have the world’s largest  per capita income.
Per capita GDP in the  richer economies is 74 times that  of the poorest.
If something occurs at a certain rate per capita, it occurs at a rate calculated by dividing the total number of times it occurs in a particular country or area by the number of people in that country or area.
Ethiopia has almost the lowest oil consumption per capita in the world.
This year Americans will eat about 40%  more apples per capita than the Japanese.
  COMMON COLLOCATIONS
per capita spending                                
per capita consumption
To do something on a per capita basis

Practise your vocabulary
1 Match two pairs of words that have the same meaning.
A  First world      B Developing countries     C Third World    D Developed countries

2 Look at the list of countries and answer the questions that follow.
A Bangladesh          C France         e Nepal        G Ethiopia
B New Zealand       D Singapore   f Sudan       H Japan

1 Which one of these countries are examples of developed/developing countries?
2 Which Ones are more likely to have high levels of gross domestic product (GDP)?
3 Which ones are more likely to operate sweatshops?
4 Which ones are more likely to have the lowest per capita income?

3  Which of the following do ethical businesses or ethical consumers prioritize?
	a values
	c wealth
	e morality
	g personal happiness
	

	b profit
	d beliefs
	f greed
	h social responsibility
	



4 Which of these four people can be described as ethical consumers?
[image: ]Keith: 'I don't buy products that I know have been made by child workers.'
Steve: 'I choose investment companies that don't do business with firms that have connections with dictatorships.'
[image: ]Eric: 'We buy the cheapest coffee beans for our cafe.'
Brian: 'I invest my money in firms that are likely to make the biggest profits.'

Vocabulary	Sustainable development                 In-sessional Support


Adapted from Collins Cobuild Business Vocabulary In Practice by Sue Robbins
		
5) Are these statements true or false?a GDP measures the total value of a country's manufacturing industry. 
b Sweatshops are retail outlets selling sports clothing.
c Sweatshops do not exist only in Third World countries.
d Child labour exists only in Third World countries.
e  Ethical consumers  buy goods produced  in Third World countries. 
f Ethics are usually the main guiding principle in business.


 6) 
  


Look at the list of courses of action for a retail business operating in a competitive environment. Which course of action do you think might be priorities for a co-operative retail society, and which for an ordinary retail company? 
a providing a service to the local community by keeping poorly-performing branches open	
b involving staff in all decision-making
c internal democratic organization
d education of workers and customers
e beating the competition--

	co -operative retail society
	ordinary retail company

	


	


	

Sustainable Development - Corporate Responsibility


  Corporate responsibility (corporate responsibilities) N

Corporate responsibility is the sense of responsibility that a company 
considers it has towards things such as the local  community   and  the environment.
The European Commission lost week published a Green Poper on
Corporate responsibility designed to create a framework to
combine profit responsibility with social occountability 
While the company is keen to develop its operations in Xinjiang, for example through greater emphasis on training and communication, it is mindful of its corporate responsibilities in the area.
· trading relationship (trading relationships) N·C
If two countries or businesses have a trading relationship with each other , they trade with each other on a regular basis.
Mr Palaszctuk did not believe New Zealand's actions would affect the close trading relationship between the two countries, he said.
Euro-zone companies will find it relatively easier, says Oxford's Mr Taylor, to develop trading re!ationships  with eoch other than with British ones. 

· sustainable adj
You use sustainable to describe the use of natural resources when the 
use is kept at a steady leveI that is not likely to damage the environment. You also use sustainable to describe a business that is able to continue at a steady level without the need to invest more money in it or to develop new markets.
... the  management, conservation and sustainable development of forests,
Try to buy wood that you know has come from a sustainable source.
The strategy behind the programme is about aggregating  a range of services into the one centre to create a commercially sustainable business.
Further, operating without a domestic source of supply in a major market like the USA was not and is not a sustainable business model.

   Common Collocations
ecologically sustainable	                  environmentally sustainable   
sustainable development                 sustainable growth         
sustainable agriculture

 Ethical policy (ethical policies) N C
A company's ethical policy is the policy it adopts on ethical
issues such as the use of child labour and matters relating to the
environment.
... a clearly stated ethical policy that covers human rights, the arms trade, fair trade, the environment and  animal welfare. 
The Co·op Bank's ethical policy stretches to who it does business with. It will not, for example, accept money from fox hunts.

     social cost (social costs) NC
     social benefit (social benefits) NC
The social costs of a policy or scheme are the undesirable effects it is likely to have on society, such as an increase in crime, unemployment, or pollution. The social benefits of a policy or scheme- are the desirable  effects it is likely to have on society such as a reduction in crime, unemployment or pollution. 
'Is it worth the human and social cost of closing down a 
line because it is not competitive?' the spokesman said.
Yet there ore heavy social costs to neglectinq the countryside, including crowded, car-clogged cities, and high urban unemployment.
Sheltered accommodation can produce on additional social
benefit by re-housing older people from general and council housing, thus freeing accommodation for homeless people.
...the social benefits of transport investment.

· non-profit-making adj
A non-profit-making organization or charity is not run with the intention of making a profit. {mainly BRIT].
...the Film Theatre Foundation  a non-profit-making company
which raises money for the arts.

environmental impact (environmental impacts) 
· The environmental impact of a scheme or product is the environmental effect the scheme or product is likely to have, for example an increase in pollution or a loss of natural habitats.
· A scientific adviser whose role was to assess the project’s environmental impact.
That there would be some environmental impact  in the form of
traffic congestion was undeniable.

· [image: ]social audit {social aud·rts) NC
If a company carries out a social audit, it analyses the social costs .and social benefits of its operations in order to measure their success.
Some argue that banks should be forced to offer services to poor people ond carry out a social audit before closing a branch.
Camelot, the much criticized lottery operator, is putting itself through a social audit to try to come to terms with its critics.

· exploitative adj
If you describe something as exploitative, you disapprove of it because  it treats people unfairly by using their work or ideas for its own advantage, and giving them very little in return.
The expansion of Western capitalism incorporated the Third World into an exploitative world system.
No one knows how far sustainable and non- exploitative practices could go towards providing food, water, shelter and work for the world's people.


PRACTISE YOUR VOCABULARY
1 Which of these factors might act to increase corporate responsibility and which might act as barriers to it?

a a rise in costs associated with a more responsible approach
b shareholder pressure to increase profits 
c business secrecy
d social auditing
e pressure from society

2 Use the terms in the box to complete the paragraph.
trading relationship           corporate responsibility     ethical policy
social audit              social costs    social benefits



Companies which accept	are prepared to accept responsibility for their actions and are able to  justify them. They  will consider the   	    or the_____  that their actions might have on groups and individuals both inside and outside the organization. Many businesses try to assess the impact of their activities on stakeholders, or anyone who  has an interest  in  the  company. They  try  to  maintain a good_______	with their suppliers, for example, and make sure that they are paid on time. This process  is known as a  ________________ , and companies who carry out  this kind of  auditing also have an	_________________or written statement of their non-financial objectives.

 [image: ]

4  Read the text and answer the questions
Oxfam is a non-profit making organization whose primary objective is to alleviate poverty throughout the world. Most of its funds are used to provide long-term development aid to Third World countries.




1 Do you think Oxfam are likely to encourage sustainable development?
2 Do you think Oxfam are likely to encourage First World companies to develop 
Trading relationships with companies in the developing world?
3 Do you think Oxfam are likely to support companies which have a negative impact
In the developing world?
4 Do you think Oxfam are likely to encourage companies to conduct a social audit
Of their business?
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have an : or written statement of their non-financial objectives.

Bl Read this extract from a press release and answer the questions below.

“The Green group EcoBusiness has produced a 3-point plan for corporate responsibility:

1 Non-exploitative trading relationships
2 Sustainable business practices

3 Environmental impact assessment

Read on for more details.

a such as reducing their use of non-renewable resources and shifting towards non-polluting
energy such as solar pawer.

¢ . this may include guaranteeing a set price for commod
of the market price.

1 Read the text and answer the questions.

Oxfam is a non-profit-making organization whose primary objective is to alleviate poverty throughout the world. Most
of ts funds are used to provide long-term development aid to Third World countries |

2 Do you think Oxfam are likely to encourage sustainable development?

b Do you think Oxfam are likely to encourage First World companies to develop trading relationships with companies in
the developing world?

D0 you think Oxfam are fikefy to support companies which have a negative environmental impact in the developing worid?
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