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                                                                                                                                                             Abstract 
This report has been written to look at many key areas of The Six Nations at the Principality Stadium Cardiff. The areas include the access by train, the impacts that the event has on Cardiff e.g social impacts, economic and environmental. It tells us how it implements eco friendly procedures at the Stadium. Visitor types and push pull theory tell us how the event attracts visitors and how they socialise. Recommendations are suggested for future sustainability at the Principality to a keep up to standards.



Introduction 
This report is set on the Six Nations which is held at the Principality Stadium annually, it is a rugby event held in multiple locations from February to March, as the article states the areas it is held at around Europe are England, Wales, Ireland, France, Scotland and Italy (Hogan et al., 2015). Principality stated it started in 1883 as a home nation and quickly France joined which then led to being the 5 nations (Principality Stadium 2024). The stadium holds other events such as music events, conferences and other extreme sports/activities (richardss, 2024). Due to the location of the venue, it is accessible not only by train but by taxi and bus to make it easy for all attendees to visit. With the Principality Stadium being a multipurpose venue allows them to hold events all year round and generating money persistently.

Access to the Principality by Train
Cardiff has good train links with many Cities around the UK such as London, Bristol and Manchester which allows fans to arrive in the city without any stress (G2RAIL 2020). There are two train stations with Cardiff Central being more accessible to the stadium for fans as it is a 5- minute walk and is the most sustainable way to travel. The train is the best way to travel as its not only easy to access but it is also sustainable to our environment as there aren't as many greenhouse gasses as a car or bus, National rail supports this by quoting “Rail is an environmentally friendly way to travel and plays a critical role in helping to tackle climate change. Compared to cars and planes, train travel reduces carbon emissions by two thirds” (www.nationalrail.co.uk, n.d.). This evidence tells us that they are trying to encourage train travel as much as possible for the future as other transport is destroying our planet.  However, train travel can have a negative impact on peoples journeys as there have been many delays and cancellations on the train lines. This makes it unreliable for passengers to use, which may lead them to think of other transport opportunities. See appendix A why travellers may choose other transport options due to cancellations and disruption. 

Impacts the Six Nations have on Cardiff
The Six Nations have multiple effects on Cardiff both short and long term, this includes economic factors as there is such an influx of visitors in the area on match days, It has been reported that around 74,000 people were expected to the first game of the Six Nations 2024 at Cardiff (Itsoncardiff.co.uk, 2024).From this figure many of these fans would visit Hospitality whilst being in Cardiff which would boost the local economy and create temporary jobs as the Six nations is held over 2 months. This would boost the economy further as the multiplier effect would increase as the money is being invested back into the local economy (Pupuzo, 2020). The social factor to this event is many fans across the UK will visit bars and restaurants to watch which is then increasing the GDP not just at the Principality but other stadiums. The Six Nations is only held over 2 months which can have a short-term impact as it isn't making money all year round, whilst on the other hand the Principality doesn't only offer rugby they accommodate for music events and conferences which would bring revenue in for the company. According to Business Live (2019) Article they have stated that the Principality has supported around 2,500 full time jobs every year since their first opening event in 1999. This demonstrates how popularity of the events increases job opportunities for residents. These jobs will help further opportunities for casual staff for other events (Barry, 2019).

The Long term impacts the Six Nations has on Cardiff is visitors may consider a weekend stay as it runs annually and may consider exploring what Cardiff has to offer for example Natural History Museums, Restaurants and other man-made attractions. After a rugby match visitors may feel the need to detox at a spa from the enthusiastic environment, Examples may include The Park Gate Hotel and Hilton Cardiff. The Park Gates mission includes the following “The Parkgate Hotel provides an escape from the world, in a stunning boutique setting filled with opportunities to relax and unwind” (The Parkgate Hotel, 2021). From visitors staying longer in Cardiff will boost the economy as they would need places to eat and may book accommodation. The first three Six Nations fixtures at the Principality in 2022 was looking to bring £20 million to the economy in Cardiff (Trivedi, 2022). This tells us that people were starting to socialise again after Coronavirus and money was being spent again in hospitality in Cardiff and being put back into the economy, by opening after Covid allowed more jobs in the area as many lost them due to the Pandemic. Trends are becoming popular and the Principality are becoming familiar with these such as digital ticketing app to transfer tickets to each visitor

 According to GSTS Council in (2013) a Sustainable destination program was launched where areas must take procedures to contribute to sustainability and their evidence of this taking place (PAGE, 2019). Linking to this program the Principality Stadium says in 1990 many of the stadium’s systems was non sustainable which needed to be adapted. Following on in 2010 aims and objectives were put in place by the Welsh Rugby Union, including the following, improving communications by clearer sustainable messages and Recognising clear lines of responsibility for sustainable practice.  In future the Principality Stadium has recognised they have to support and maintain sustainability in areas such as Low Carbon Transport, use of sustainable food containers and use of water in a sustainable manner. To achieve these aims Principality could communicate with GWR and TFW to offer more sustainable travel to the Stadium by having more carriages and less trips or offer a pedal to stadium scheme and offer bike storage area for free in busy times.  By 2011 the stadium was awarded with a BS8901 which made this stadium the first Sustainable event stadium (Principality Stadium, 2018). With being known for “first certifiably sustainable stadium” would attract visitors who are aware of sustainability and may consider this stadium over another as they are aware of the benefits and may motivate them to visit. Butlers life cycle plays apart with this event as the growth in travel and tourism saw sustainability needing to be implemented into sporting event, looking at Cardiff as a city The Principality would be at the stage of Rejuvenation as many Developments have happened such as £120 million pound has been put into a transport hub which will allow fans into Cardiff on Match days and also new hotels to accommodate for Fans to stay overnight (Lewis, 2021).

Visitor typology is crucial for an event to meet customers’ needs and market to correct audience. Rugby enthusiasts, families and sporting personnel are the types of customers that visit the Six Nations and many ways they would feel motivated to attend this match would be to watch their National team play or meet other rugby fanatics from around the UK, Socially the Six Nations brings diverse types of  people together with the same interests. According to Danns (1997) push and pull theory, certain individuals will only visit certain events e.g rugby enthusiasts going to the Six Nations. Furthermore, those enthusiasts are gravitated towards the Six Nations and is crucial to recognise due to the push and pull theory it encourages to return in future years (McKercher and Tkaczynski, 2024). This theory links to the Six Nations as Fans are pushed into a different environment whilst being pulled towards new or old attractions, restaurants and hotels whilst visiting the area (Mr Rorke's Classroom, 2020). In future the Principality could promote sustainable travel to attend the event by advertising when buying tickets that train travel is a greener option and buy train tickets with your match ticket to encourage visitors. Another recommendation to implement sustainable travel would for TFW to offer discounted train travel to matches to promote green travel, by having this in place may get visitors to suggest this. 
 

Conclusion 
To conclude this report, it has told us that 
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Passenger rail performance: Cancellations data
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