A Discussion of Oliver Stone’s 1986
Film Platoon

The establishing shot of the entire film already feels uncomfortable. Dust and chaos fill the air creating a sense of foreboding. As the new recruits jump off the plane a pull-back dolly is used to demonstrate how they are no longer individuals but about to become part of the machine that now surrounds them. The close-up shot of Chris at this point, establishes him as the protagonist. We, the audience, along with Chris Taylor are thrown into the action. Loose framing is employed to create an affect that is disorientating, all the noise, the war weary soldiers, corpses, and all in a completely different environment. Throughout the film we see many times from Chris’ point of view, this takes us into the depths of the action. Like Chris, the audience can hear where the action is coming from and can tell that something is happening but the what and the where are hidden from view.  
As Chris’ journey continues, we see him being cared for by Elias and another soldier in a three-shot as they wash ants off his neck. This shot helps to establish Elias as the ‘good guy’ in the film especially as this scene immediately follows the ‘bad guy’ Barnes shouting at Chris for vomiting after seeing a rotting corpse.    
The opening of the first battle scene draws us further into the action, the extreme close-up of Chris’ ear and insect bites allows us to feel his discomfort. The rain makes it believable that the entire jungle could be illuminated just by moonlight. This ethereal lighting effect creates the right atmosphere for the Vietnamese soldiers to appear out of the jungle in a ghostlike manner. This creates in the mind of the viewer the sense that Chris and the rest of his platoon are no longer in the real world but exist in some liminal space between worlds. As the battle breaks out flash editing is employed to heighten the sense of danger and urgency.
Toward the end of the film as Chris wakes amid a sea of corpses the mise-en-scene is indicative of his new mindset. The dead and dying fade into the background out of focus as Chris stands proud with his gun. We see this as a complete juxtaposition from his arrival when he was distressed at seeing body bags. The lingering medium-shot of Chris after he kills Barnes demonstrates how much his place in this environment has changed him.
What I like about this film is that it is not gratuitous, it feels real and all the violence portrayed was necessary to tell the story.


