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Legacies of Slave-Ownership database exercise

· How many individuals with Welsh residences were compensated after the abolition of slavery?
From the map, I found 32 individuals with Welsh residences that were compensated after the abolition of slavery. I found a few others that were unsuccessful claimants who contested to receive compensation but were turned down.

Stapleton Cotton, Baron Combermere/Viscount Combermere
· What biographical information can you glean the slave-owner? For instance, what was their profession or education?
He went to grammar school at Audlem, Denbigh and Westminster School. He also had a military education at a private military academy, Norwood House in London. He became an army officer. During the Napoleonic Wars, he served mainly in the Iberian Peninsula. In 1817 he was appointed as Governor of Barbados and commander-in-chief for the Leeward Islands. After this he became commander-in-chief in Ireland and then India. In later life he was politically motivated, being a conservative. In 1852 he became constable of the Tower of London. He died at Colchester House, Clifton, on 21 February 1865.
· Where did the slave-owner possess properties?
He possessed properties in Nevis (Stapleton's Estates of Maddens/Russels Rest) and St Kitts.
· Which (and how many) properties did the slave-owner receive compensation for?
He received compensation for both Nevis and St Kitts.
· How many slaves in total was the slave-owner compensated for?
227 at St Kitts and 193 at Nevis. In total 420 slaves.
· How much (in £s) compensation did the slave-owner receive in total?
£3465 13s 0d for Nevis and £3739 7s 6d for St Kitts. In total estimated at £7204 20s 6d.
· Did the slave-owner have personal or familiar connections with other slave-owners, and if so who?
His first cousin Barbara Yonge shared compensation for the St Kitts plantation. Cotton’s father Sir Robert Salusbury Cotton had an interest in the St Kitts and Nevis plantations through his marriage to Frances Stapleton. Cotton’s inherited the plantations from his aunt, Catherine Stapleton, and his mother.
· What (if any) legacies of the slave-owner remain apparent in present-day society? Are they connected to any significant institutions, for instance?
Cotton invested in railway at Shrewsbury and Birmingham. He also had the legacy of Combermere Abbey, a public memorial of him in military dress commemorating his military accomplishments. He was a Conservative in Newark, Nottinghamshire between 1806 and 1814.
