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Chapter one Introduction 
1.1 Background and rationale 
The aim is to understand the main influential factors in society that impact children and young people. The United Kingdom believe that the well-being of children should be at the for front of individual’s mind. Bradshaw (2016) key areas to monitor children are personal well-being, relationships, health, what we do, where we live, personal finance, education, and skills. Meaning understanding the personal impacts a child can face during their upbringing is critical to understand the development of a child. According to Bradshaw (2016) the Children Rights as set out in the United Nations (UN) convention suggests that “the primary considerations in all actions concerning children must be in their best interests and their views must be taken into account”. Meaning children must be valued and their health and well-being must be the focus. This suggests that society priority is to ensure that their safety is taken very seriously. Bradshaw (2016) implies that the childhood stage should be the most important part of their lives. This will help form and shape the person that they become in life and can have a detrimental effect. Meaning that the well-being and health is the focus and not just how successful they become as an adult. According to Bradshaw (2016) there are many dimensions in a child development. Such as family, friendships, school, neighbourhood, and community. These influential factors are what matter the most to children. 
More specifically the public and Wales has taken an active approach in developing Youth Justice by accepting that evolution is the new way forward. According to Drakeford.M (2010) there are range of influential factors to play. There for to evolve and move with society accepting that a wide range of teams are required to work together is important. The Youth Justice is part of the Ministry of Justice. A range of services are involved in supporting youth these include Police, probation, social services, education, health, and chief executive. This means all services are required to work together collectively and cohesively. However, there are also other key factors to also consider Mcara.L (2010) suggest that youth crime and serious offending is associated to “vulnerability” and “social adversity”. This implies early identification is crucial to outline the risk factors to children. Although this is not always possible. Therefore, more needs to be done Mclara.L (2010) proposes that vital moments in the early years of Childs life are fundamental parts in shaping the person life. This signifies the upbringing factors such as environmental, sociological, and psychological can impact a youth. 
However, the aim behind this research is to understand the importance of rehabilitation. The importance of child and adolescent brain development and juvenile offending. According to Edwards (2017) during the middle years (10-15 years) and adolescence (up to 25 years) the brain endures significant development. The prefrontal cortex is the part of the brain which is responsible for decision making, planning, controlling impulses and allocating attention. Meaning these are the areas that take the longest to fully mature. However, changes for many young people can impact the person behaviour. According to Edwards (2017) these include the capacity to understand concepts such as laws, condes, and social conducts. Meaning they do not fully understand the importance and value in policies and legislation and what their purposes are. Edwards (2017) suggest difficulties with impulse and behaviour control, increased tendencies to pursue reward and sensation-seeking behaviour. Meaning that they do not always see the danger with their actions and the impact it can have. Suggesting that they have the tendency to actively be involved in crime. Another example according to Edwards (2017) is susceptibility to peer pressure. Meaning that they can be easily influenced and persuaded to participate in bad behaviour. Edwards (2017) suggests that the key principles of an effective Youth Justice system is that society goal must be crime prevention. Meaning addressing the underlying causes of crime by intervening amongst disadvantaged individuals, families, and communities. Edwards (2017) early offending can lead to sustained contact with the justice system. Meaning that youth offending generally peaks into late adolescent. This can lead to decline into adulthood. 
Edwards (2017) suggests that we must recognise that not all young people offend. For those who meet the criminal justice system we need to commit to rehabilitation. Meaning that criminal reform is the focus in building people to lead a successful life and redeeming themselves.   

1.2 Aim and objective. 
1.2.1 Aim
” A critical analysis of why children and young people engage in crime in South Wales”. 
1.2.2 Objective 
Identify the main influential factors to commit crime in adolescence.
Evaluate the public perception regarding why children and young people commit crime in South Wales. 
Propose recommendations for reducing youth crime in South Wales.  


Chapter two Literature review 
2.1 Adverse childhood experiences  
Prior to becoming an adolescent, the up bringing of a child is fundamental. According to Meeker et al (2018) states that Adverse childhood experiences occur from traumatic events before the age of 18. This can leave long lasting negative effects which can impact an individual health and well-being.  ACEs are categorised mainly as three groups abuse, neglect and family and household challenges. Specifically Meeker et al (2018) there are range of types of ACEs these include physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, witnessing domestic abuse, violence, drug abuse, mental illness, and incarceration. However, Meeker et al (2018) implies these negative upbringings are detrimental and can impact a person personally. Combining these factors indicate poor adult mental and physical health outcomes. Meaning experiences many ACEs throughout your entire childhood can contribute to poor lifestyle and choices. For example, bullying, violence, weapon carrying. Suggesting that adolescent and adults make poor choices. This creates the inability to make better good lifestyle choices. Meeker et al (2018) suggests that adults develop poor mental health, unable to develop good relationships, lead to substance abuse, depression, and self-injury.
Adverse childhood experiences can also alter the behaviour for adolescents and resort them to crime. According to Craig et al (2019) over many decades’ factors such as individuals situational, family, and community can impact offending. Meaning dealing with ACEs during your upbringing can impact brain development. Suggesting the individual may develop difficulties to make the appropriate choices in life. However, Craig et al 2019 implies that children with obstacles from disadvantage backgrounds compared to someone from an affluent background do not always necessarily have the same equal opportunities. Ensuring positive upbringings is detrimental. According to Craig et al 2019 having a consistent household with family interactions will create a positive upbringing. Meaning they will have school attainment, knowledge, and success. That is why having working parents and example will cement traits. For example, good personality traits, intelligence, family factors such as parental involvement, supervision, and normalising support. (Craig et al 2019). The importance of creating a positive protective environment is fundamental in the development of a child. This will limit the exposure to trauma and the opportunity for crime in later life. 
2.2 Social disorganization theory 
There are many influencial factors to why young people commit crime. According to Errol et al (2021) Social disorganization theory suggests that the actions of people are impacted by their social relationships and their physical environment. For example, changes in family structure. Meaning that family disruption creates the lack of supervision and guardianship can lead to youth crime. Errol et al (2021) suggests that parents are the most significant role models to ensure that children are taught socially acceptable behaviour. Meaning the lack of discipline, presence, supervision, and affection can impact children from a young age. Which can increase the likelihood of criminal activity throughout youth and into adulthood.
Another example is the stability of the community. Meaning in social disorganization theory perspective suggests that the weakness in social controls can create the opportunity for youth to engage in crime. Errol et al (2021). Suggesting that the lack of supervision on youths, local friendships networks, unsupervised peer groups. Can impact the communities as impressionable children and youths can easily be exposed to neighbourhood crime. (Errol et al 2021). Meaning social interactions are fundamental in the development of youths. 
Combining these two factors this creates the opportunity for criminals to exploit the vulnerable. Meaning that individuals are more inclined to associate in criminal behaviour. Therefore, becoming deviant and actively becoming criminals due to not knowing any different. (Errol et al 2021)

2.3 Strain theory 
However, many negative impacts an individual experiences can change their outlook and taint their perspective on life. According to Thaxton et al (2018) Strain Theory states that strains influence the likelihood of crime. Particularly strains that are high magnitude, or are seen unjust, who are associated with low social control. Meaning this creates the incentive for criminal coping. Thaxton et al (2018) suggests many factors can impact criminological behaviour. These include parental rejection, harsh and abusive discipline, school issues (low grades, negative relations), abusive peer relationships, criminal victimization, residency in deprived areas with high criminal activity, economic problems. These strains lead to individual anger and negative emotions. Thaxton et al (2018) crime allows                                                                the opportunity for individual to escape from reality. Meaning strain factors reduces social control, lead to beliefs favourable to crime, association with delinquent peers. Therefore, allowing individual in difficult situations to associate in criminal activity due to the low cost and the high benefits. 

2.4 self-control/life course theory of criminal behaviour  
Within in criminology there are many perspectives. According to Pratt (2016) one aspect is the fact that self-control can predict problematic behaviour at all relevant points of the life course. Meaning that the theory is intended to explain the criminal behaviour. For example, studies have shown that consistently showing low self-control is linked to behavioural problems in young children. This can then lead to delinquency during adolescent and teen years through to adulthood. Studies suggest that children who lack self-control have tendency to bite and scratch others. However, not only does that mean during childhood this can impact them in adulthood because of the lack of self-control which can predict offending amongst adults. Resulting in them for example being involved in shoplifting. (Pratt 2016).
Another aspect to consider according to Pratt (2016) self-control also caries within individuals. Meaning that individuals personality traits that are established early on in life that are primarily through effective parenting and stability is crucial. Pratt (2016) suggests that social bonds are key. Meaning that the loss or gain of friendships can indicate a person level of self-control. Suggesting that the person preferences in the moment will influence whether their self-control will happen when faced with a given situation. Pratt (2016) suggests that everyone has a variance in the ability to conduct self-control. Meaning that some individuals have higher, and others have lower. Suggesting that any traumatic or difficult life event can alter the person capabilities to self-control. Pratt (2016) implies that negative life events and struggle to control their impulses are likely to suffer with setbacks and tragedies. Meaning events that occur out of their control arise. Suggesting that individuals will inflict considerable damage on themselves because of their impulsive behaviour. 
2.5 Engaging in criminal activity and youth crime.  
According to the Ministry of Justice (2022) youth offending has decreased due to the Covid 19 pandemic. However, this has not completely stop young people offending. Ministry of justice (2022) suggested that in the year ending March 2021 that there were 8,800 child first time entrants to the youth justice system. Meaning that A 20% decrease from the previous year which meant that within the 8 years the largest decrease. Ministry of justice (2022) also suggests that a slight increase to robbery and miscellaneous crimes against society. Meaning this increased from 3% to 7%. Suggesting that although there covid regulations in place did not prevent people from following the law. However, offences such as theft and motoring offences had a respectful decrease from 38% to 33%. Meaning that a falling percentage of 5% has happened during this year. Ministry of justice (2022) suggests that the number of first-time entrants who received caution has fallen. Meaning that in March 2011 around 84% of young people received a caution. Suggesting that in the year March 2021 only 53% of young people received a caution. This indicates that over the 10 years there has been a gradual decrease. The Ministry of justice (2022) also suggests that many first-time entrants to receive a court sentence has gradually increased and decreased over the years. Meaning form the March 2011 onwards the percentages have risen from 16% to 47%. 
In England and Wales according to the Ministry of justice (2022) there a range of offences committed by children. In the year ending March 2021 most common offences by 10–17-year-old were lower-level offences such as common assault and low-level criminal damage. Another example of offences committed by young people were possessions of weapons. According to the Ministry of Justice (2022) there has been a gradual increase of first-time entrants being associated with weapon carrying. Other examples of offences young people have committed include drug offences, sexual offences, motoring offences. 
Regarding age groups and gender there is a greater significance amongst the statistics. According to the Ministry of justice (2022) children between the ages of 15-17 years olds made up the offending population. Meaning that 82% of the offending rates were that age category. Resulting in the gender differences in crime boys made up 87% of the offending population. 
2.6 Rehabilitation and prevention 
Despite a fall in crime in England Wales for young people offending and entering the system there are still major concerns. According to Parker et al (2020) the number of offenders that re-offend within the first 12 months are still higher. Suggesting that there are still problems within the system and other factors are still contributing to this. Parker et al (2020) suggest that many social problems amongst communities have become a serious concern. Meaning that it is the duty of practitioners, politicians, policy makers responsibility to implement the change. Parker et al (2020) focusing on approaches to help prevent re-offending. These included the early interventions around mentoring, education, employment, and training. Meaning providing the individual with correct resources and educational programmes this can enable and individual to develop skills set to become a good character. Parker et al (2020) teaching young people how to become mode citizens is critical. Meaning given the opportunity for recidivism will enable qualities such as discipline, respect, and obedience. Suggesting that teaching individuals should be at the fore front of the efforts to reduce youth crime. Parker et al (2020) budling good characteristic through good citizenship is crucial. This enables the person to feel and become part of the community. Meaning teaching the qualities such as honesty, integrity, self-discipline, and hard work can make a difference. Suggesting that educating young people can develop them to become more involved and part of the community and have a positive impact. Parker et al (2020) suggests that ensuring that services provide the correct resources and opportunities can help integrate a person back into society. Meaning providing the correct tools and skills set can enable a person to make better choices. Suggesting that when young people take accountability and responsibility that they learn to become better citizen. This is because their educated that actions do have consequences and taking the time to develop as a person is critical. This can help with emotional and cognitive well-being. Parker et al (2020) ensuring that communities and residence are supportive of refoment will enable individuals to feel associated in society. Meaning that enabling individual to integrate back in society and to be given a second chance will enable them to remain in society and feel a sense if belonging. Therefore, will motivate individuals to not be part of crime. 
A major aspect to consider with regards to helping young people when they offend is the impact on mental health and youth offending services. According to Walsh (2011) many young people slip through the system.  Meaning that a need for deeper understanding within the services is fundamental. Suggesting that many young people don’t primarily contact the GP first hand. Therefore, youth offending team must contact them once in the system to receive the referral. Walsh (2011) implies that research has shown that people who offend or are at risk of offending tend to have poor mental health. They often miss the early intervention stage. Suggesting that not always that services recognise the challenge that many individuals’ faces. This creates a difficult narrative as communication amongst services are failing. Walsh (2011) suggests that the services need to ensure that they meet the needs and requirements that young people face in society. Meaning that this will help with prevention to the poor choices that young people make. Suggesting that by services providing flexibility, outreach appointments, clinical evaluation, making the sessions seem relevant and helpful is crucial. This is because giving a clear indication of easy it can be to access services and their duty and responsibility can enable a person to feel supported. And guided in a professional manner. Walsh (2011) suggested that many young people benefited from close family recommending and advising health sources. Suggesting that when parents normalised accessing services, this encourages them to go and receive help. Walsh (2011) also suggested advertisement on tv also benefited young people in knowing where to access help and services. This creates a sense of normalising and an acceptance that mental health is very important. 



Chapter three Methodology 
3.1 Research 
Asher et al (2019) the “onion model” is based around tacit knowledge. Meaning that the knowledge you have gained through understanding the multiple layers. Suggesting the further research, you do the more knowledge you learn. Asher et al (2019) the different layers represent different approaches. Meaning that there are methodologies behind each layer which enable to identify the different levels of consciousness. Suggesting that the level of complexity and the ability to expose tacit knowledge throughout. The “onion model” presents in three main different layers. 
Asher et al (2019) the first layer is the hidden practical knowledge. This presents itself as the concrete layer, personal, self-awareness. Meaning this knowledge id developed through gaining personal experiences defined by people who hold knowledge and self-made techniques they developed to improve their on-going work. 
The second layer is the reflective tacit knowledge. Asher et al (2019) suggest that this layer indicates a more of an awareness. Meaning that this layer focuses more on principles that help the person to make decisions. This is done by following the “rule of thumb”. Meaning that the person follows the scheme of work. 
The third layer is based on demonstrated tacit knowledge. Asher et al (2019) suggests that this is the area that considers the approach required when researching. Meaning this is where the person develops the knowledge form the research gained through processing. Suggesting that understanding the relevance and importance during research is key. This enables you to produce facts. 
The entire purpose of the “onion model “according to asher et al (2019) is to ensure that effective research is carried out. The main aim is to understand the different principles and realise that they all work cohesively together. Ensuring that effective and factual research is maintained throughout the work. Suggesting that ensuring relevance is key when conducting research. 
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3.2 Philosophy 
The research philosophy deals with the source, nature, and development of knowledge. According to Smeyers et al (2020) the belief behind this is in the way in which data is collected, analysed, and will be used. Meaning that you will collect a wide range of secondary and primary data. This will enable you to answer the research question. Smeyers et al (2020) when conducting research each stage will play a role in the dissertation. Ensuring that readers have a basic understanding through cited knowledge. Meaning that research is clarified through credible sources through books journals and articles. 
According to Proudfoot (2022) there are two research types both are applied in methodology. The first type being quantitative. Proudfoot (2022) suggests that quantitative research involves scientific principles. Meaning that they base their research on statistics and facts. These facts can be based on the public and form a generalised consensus. Meaning that visual representation is involved including data gathered from graphs, plots, charts, and tables.  Whereas qualitative depends on viewpoints and different individual perspectives. Meaning that qualitative research is defined by the researcher gathering data collection. Proudfoot (2022) suggest that the researcher will analyse and find common themes. Suggesting that the researcher will depend on participants viewpoints and will ask broad question. Ensuring that you conduct yourself in a non-bias manner is crucial. 

3.3 Approach 
The aim of the study is to understand existing research literature. Therefore, the most effective research method will be inductive. This is because previous studies have explained criminological reasonings. According to Heit et al (2010) the aim of deductive research is to work in chronological order. Meaning you explain theory, and hypothesis. Meaning that with inductive reasoning it moves form observations and creates a broader viewpoint. Suggesting that it will measure in themes and patterns of data. (Heit et al 2010). Enabling the researcher to form which later lead to a more generalised conclusion or theories. The approach of the survey will be qualitative this is because individuals will be answering yes no and using tick box questions. This will allow people to share their view but also not state their opinion. 
3.4 Choice 
The entire research will be a mixture of both qualitative and quantitative research. This is important as having a deep understanding to ensure that work is academically correct. This will be done through explaining key findings and information to create the bases of my research.
Williamson et al (2018) quantitative research style entails the numerical observation. Meaning that this is best used in scientific research. Due to the research being very social using this approach is the best and most suitable. This will help during the analysis of the survey is it is based on sociological matters. 

3.5 Strategy 
The purpose of the research strategy provides the ability to conclude thoughts. Meaning that the research can be clear and precise to ensure that all information provided has relevance. Survey is fundamental element of research the ability to gather arguable amount of data. Applying the Saunders research onion model. According to Mardiana.S (2020) The aim of the survey allows the ability to gather both qualitative and quantitative data. Data collected via survey can be used to analyse to find key information and true public perception. This study will be using the survey research strategy. 
3.6 Time horizon 
The purpose of research is to ensure that effective research is gathered. Using the Saunders research onion according to Mardiana. S (2020) ensuring cross-sectional studies are undertaken through data being gathered. This can be done through days, weeks, and months. Meaning that is more suitable due to the shorter available opportunity to conduct research. Whereas the longitudinal approach consists of the approach which is gathered over a length of time. 
3.7 Procedure / techniques 
Prior to completing the research an ethic and proposal form was created and reviewed by tutors. Kelley et al (2003) The aim of the survey is to provide and explanation of what it entails. The logic behind questions is to gather the information. Meaning the objective is for people to answer freely. Suggesting Kelley et al (2003) the aim of the questionnaire is to not control the narrative or manipulate the results.  
Kelley et al (2003) implies that when all data is collected from the survey, ensuring that all the information will be handled accordingly. Ensuring that anonymously and that no personal details have been asked. The survey will be optional allowing any participants to withdraw at any point. Once data is gathered collectively ensuring that the data is handled with consideration is key. This will help with my research to ensure that all facts and relevance can be produced into statistics. 
3.8 Ethical and considerations 
When conducting this work ensuring that following the guidelines and policy UWTSD have in place for students is crucial. Meaning that writing ethically is important for this research. Prior before completing this task an ethics and proposal form had been produced to ensure that we remained within the guidelines Upon the public completing the survey ensuring that confidentiality and privacy were at the for front. Suggesting that only participants aged 18 or over could complete the survey. 
3.9 Limitations 
One limitation of the survey is that not choosing a particular age group to focus on means that the survey is rather broad. Meaning that there is no sample area been decided. Upon the publishing of survey relying heavily online for people to fill out. This could create social bias. Especially if recent incidents have occurred involving youths. Therefore, this can create a sense of alliance to agree with another viewpoint. 
Another limitation of the research is the lack of responses meaning that not many have responded. There for not much data has been gathered. Meaning that not a deep analysis can be conducted. 

Chapter four Findings/Analysis
4.1 introductions
The main aim of this chapter is to analyse the findings from the survey conducted. The reason of the survey was to identify the public viewpoint and opinions. This has been done to understand the public views on young people committing crime. The purpose of this was to find the conception and views that people have on young people. To further understand what they believe are the catalyst for young people struggling in society. This primary research intends to support the argument and expand on the literature review. 
4.2 Research Data Analysis
The way that the data will be gathered is through the form of google, this will show pie charts, graphs, and percentages. Therefore, will provide the researcher with critical data collected. Meaning that the ability to analyse the responses form the questionnaire survey that the public had filled out. 
4.3 Questionnaire feedback 
The beginning of the survey to keep the survey anonymous asking very basic questions was important. The very first question the public had to answer was Identifying their age. As seen below most of the people that answered were between the ages of 18-24. This created a 48.8% in the pie chart. Meaning that almost half of the survey participants were within this age range. The three other age categories had very similar percentages. The second biggest percentage was 19.5% which meant that 8 people selected this category between the ages of 35-44. The third highest percentage was 17.1% this was the 45+ age group which meant that 7 people chose this category. Leaving the lowest age category being 14.6% which represented 25–34-year-olds. This meant that only 6 people answered this question. Overall, 41 people in total participated in the survey and responded. Suggesting that this survey had a diverse age range. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Age?. Number of responses: 41 responses.]
The second part of the survey meant that the people who were participating had to identify their genders. Ensuring that the public had the choice between Males, Females or prefer not to say. As seen below 55% of women which meant that 22 females answered the survey. Leaving the percentage of males at 45% which meant that 18 Males responded. One individual did not want to answer the gender question and opted for prefer not to say. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Gender?. Number of responses: 40 responses.]
Question 3. “Do you believe that youth crime is a major issue in today society?”
The aim of the question is to understand the public view on youth crime. This was important before they had read any further questions. This is because the aim is not to change the participants view with other insight. As seen below 92.2% of responders agreed that youth crime is a concern. This meant that 38 people in total had opted for the yes answer. Whereas only 7.3% did not believe that youth crime is a major issue. Meaning that only 3 people selected for the answer No.
Looking at research from chapter two the UK struggle heavily with youth due to the sociological reasonings. Suggesting that influential factors such as environment, friendships, relationships, poverty can impact the reason for youth offending. This meant that the vast majority who answered the questionnaire believe that youth crime is a major issue within society. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you believe that Youth Crime is a major issue in today society?. Number of responses: 41 responses.]
Question 4 what do you think are the major reasons why youth commit crime?
There are a range of reasons to why youth commit crime. However, for the purpose of the survey selecting specific influential factors is extremely important. That is why having the choice was very important. Within the questionnaire and allowing people to choose more than one in a multiple-choice question. The reason for this enabled the research to pinpoint exactly what the public believed are the major reason for youth committing crime. As seen below within the graph most of the public believed that peer pressure is the main reason for committing crime. Meaning that the highest selected answer during the questionnaire was 30 people s making it 73.2%. Suggesting that influential factors such as friendships, or pressure within society to feel accepted can create a sense of belonging to commit crime. The second highest selected answer during the survey was lack of money. Meaning that 26 participants believed that this is main factor to why youth commit crime leaving a 63.4%. This suggests that individuals who face financial difficulty or struggle with poverty resort to crime due to the easy access. The third highest answer was the lack of parent’s guidance. As seen below 21 individuals believed that is a factor to why young people commit crime meaning a 51.2% of the public supported this answer. This suggested that the lack of involvement and supervision from parents can have a detrimental impact on how a child is raised. Lastly the lowest scoring factor was the lack if education. Majority did not believe that is a reason for why youth commit crime. Meaning that only 16 people selected this answer in the questionnaire which meant that only 39% of the public believed that this was a concern. This suggested that although youth may lack educational qualifications this does not always mean that they will commit crime. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What do you think are the major reasons why youth commit crime?. Number of responses: 41 responses.]
Question 5 Which of the following do you believe are the reasons why youth engage in crime?
The purpose of this question within the survey was to have an understanding on the type of crimes that young people commit. The aim of this question was to form a generalised view of what the public believe that youth engage with the most. Therefore, the style of questions was multiple choice which created a bar graph with all the information. Allowing the public to select more than one answer created the ability to truly understand what he public believe are the strongest reason for why young people become involved in crime.  As seen below the consensus that youth a prone to taking drugs was formed. Meaning that 32 of the members public believe that this is a major issue for young people in today society. Suggesting that children under the influence of drugs engage in criminal activity, or are consuming drugs which can alter their behaviour. The second highest is that youth are prone to engaging in vandalism. Meaning that 17 people believe that is a major issue in society leaving a 42.3%. Suggesting that many youths involve themselves in anti-social behaviour. 
As seen below there was not a great deal of differences between these two types of crime. The fourth highest believed to be the number of youth prone carry weapons. This resulted in only 13 people resulting in a 32.5%. Suggesting that the public do not believe that this is the crime that youth engage with. Next is the number of youths who are prone to being involved in theft. Meaning that only 12 people believed that this is the case for youths resulting in a 30%. Suggested that the public do not believe that youths tend to be involved in such violent crimes. The lowest scoring result was that youth are involved with assault. This meant that only members of the public leaving a 20% proportion within the graph. This suggest that youth are not necessarily violent in the public perception. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Which of the following do you believe are the reasons why youth engage with crime?. Number of responses: 40 responses.]

Question 6 do you believe that young people are responsible for most of the disturbances and the crime committed in your area. 
The aim of this question was to enable the opportunity for the public to express their opinion without having comment a particular reason. The purpose was to enable the opportunity for individuals to have more of an option. As seen below the design of the question was on a scale from strongly agree, agree, neutral, disagree, and strongly disagree. As seen below all 41 participants answered. Meaning that 21 individuals remained neutral with blaming young people for disturbances and crime within their area. Resulting in a statistic within the pie chart being 51.2%. the responses between agree and disagree were also somewhat similar. Meaning that the percentage for the number of people that agreed with question was 26.8%. Leaving the disagree option within the pie chart being 17.1%. this suggested that not many opinions were very different. 
As seen below with regards to both answers for strongly agree and strongly disagree most of the public did not express any strong opinion. In fact, it meant that a very neutral response was given. This indicates that the public do not always believe that youth are at fault for crime within the area. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you believe that young people are responsible for most of the disturbances and the crimes committed in your area?. Number of responses: 41 responses.]
Question 7 which of the following do you believe would prevent youth from committing crime?
The aim of this question was a follow on from the previous question. This is because rehabilitation is a very important part for a person once they have committed a crime. The purpose of this question was to enable the public the opportunity to relay what they believed why youth tend to commit crime. The aim of this question was to create a graph with statistics and figures of the public perception. 
As seen below most of the public believe that enabling a person to have more opportunity is the best way in helping to reform and prevent youth from engaging in crime. Meaning that the highest amount agreed by people was 32 resulting in a 78% figure agreed that creating job opportunities would deter young people being involved in crime. The second highest scoring figure was sporting opportunities this resulted in 23 people agreeing with these statements and produced the percentage of 56.1%. Suggesting that young people being active and having opportunities within the community to be part of sports can be very beneficial in preventing crime occurring within the area. Lastly for the positive outcomes to prevent crime providing people with the opportunity to receive and access to counselling. This resulted in 15 members of the public and leaving percentage on the graph as 36.6%. Suggesting that providing young people with the mental health support their require can help eliminate negative and dark thoughts. 
Arguably though many of the public did also believe that harsher punishment is also favourable. However, it did not have as high percentages as the positive approach. As seen below the only highest scoring percentage was stronger legal consequences. Meaning that 20 people do not believe the criminal justice system has enough of a deterrence. Resulting in a 48.8%. Suggesting that young people do not necessarily see the dangers in crime. Next the public did not favour community service. As seen below only 12 people believed this to be beneficial resulting in a 29.3%. Suggesting that not many young people would benefit from giving back to community. Lastly not many members of the public believed that heft fines are a great way to prevent youth from participating in crime. As seen below only 9 members of the public believed that this is beneficial resulting in an22%. Suggesting that when young people pay fines they do not always learn from their mistakes and take accountability for their actions. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Which of the following do you believe would prevent youth from committing crime?. Number of responses: 41 responses.]
Question 8 do you think the government, judiciary or local authority is doing enough to prevent youth crime?
Within the questionnaire this was the last question within the survey. This was intended to make the public think and reflect on all the previous questions answered. The main aim of this question was to understand the consensus form the members of the public. The purpose was to have a deeper understanding where the public stance is with regards to young people and crime. This indicates to me across the board the majority believed that government could do more. As seen below with this pie chart 97.6% of the members of public do feel that within society young people are being let down. Meaning that not enough resources, funding, and opportunity are being provided for young people. Given the importance of rehabilitation without support from the government, local authority, and judiciary. This cannot be provided if young people do not receive access to this very early on. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you think the Government, judiciary or local authority is doing enough to prevent Youth Crime?. Number of responses: 41 responses.]
4.4 Conclusion
To conclude the end of chapter four understanding the public view surrounding the sociological challenges young people face. Meaning that certain factor can impact a young person life and relating to crime.



Chapter five Conclusion  
5.1 Research 
During research one understanding is that children ages 15-17 are the ones prone to commit crime and be involved with being first time entrants into the youth justice system. Suggesting that many of these children tend to commit low level crime. This is due to a range of reasons. The overall, consensus from the research is that sociological reasoning is the main factor and contribution to why children and young people commit crime. For example, environment, family, and friends are the main contributors to an upbringing of a young person. Therefore, seeing individuals conform and be part of crime due to social ties is very disappointing. The type of crimes committed tend to be robbery, theft, assault, weapon carrying and motoring offences. Upon research young boys tend to be the vast majority within the youth system. The reason why young people tend to commit crime is due to the adverse childhood experiences. This suggests factors such sexual abuse, violence, alcoholism, emotional abuse, physical abuse, mental illness, and substance abuse. Can have a devastating effect on a child especially during their early years. This is because of having a lack of love affection, and guidance can impact the child development. Therefore, their brain development can be altered and make it extremely difficult to decide between right and wrong. Implying that child can begin to demonstrate poor behaviour. 
5.2 Survey 
Another realisation is that the system that is in place for youth is not necessarily appropriate and fit for purpose. This is the duty of the government, local authority, and the public to ensure that there are better standards. 
Upon conducting my survey many people within the public do not believe that youth are the main catalyst for crime and in fact had a lot of sympathy has been shown. The public during the survey believed that a lack of opportunity and jobs were the main reason for why youth committed crime. Therefore, suggests that a lack of education can have a serious impact on young people. During the questionnaire most of the public do not believe that youth are the main catalyst for crime within the areas. Therefore, during the survey when it came to asking what the appropriate punishment would for young people committing crime. The vast majority believed providing jobs, counselling and more sporting opportunities within the area would be beneficial. Meaning that the public do support rehabilitation and wanting to better young people. However, the public do believe that local authority and government do not provide enough resources and support amongst communities. Therefore, this means that more must be done to ensure that young people are given the correct tools in life to become good people. 
5.3 Recommendations 
To conclude given the research conducted the youth team service that are available for young people is extremely stretched. Therefore, has been difficulty in accessing support. Majority of young people do not realise that they are suffering with poor mental health. Meaning that not accessing necessary resources can have a detrimental impact. That is why the system that are in place need to focus on developing individuals to feel supported. Suggesting that an emphasis on poor mental health is critical within society and normalising accessing help. However, although services could do more society needs to not be so judgemental. Meaning that prejudice is a major issue as once convicted and a young person receives a criminal record it is extremely difficult with job opportunities. Therefore, leaving criminal records especially on a young person’s life make it extremely difficult form early on to receive the same opportunities. Meaning that they will be tarnished for the reminder of their life. This is why rehabilitation becomes extremely difficult and creates added pressure on the criminal justice system. This is because individuals especially young people will be continuously in and out of the system. Therefore, people are not reforming and becoming better citizens. 
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Research Question 
A critical analysis of why children and young people engage in crime in South Wales
Literature Review 
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 
More specifically the public and Wales has taken an active approach in developing Youth Justice by accepting that evolution is the new way forward. According to Drakeford.M (2010) there are range of influential factors to play. There for to evolve and move with society accepting that a wide range of teams are required to work together is important. The Youth Justice is part of the Ministry of Justice. A range of services are involved in supporting youth these include Police, probation, social services, education, health, and chief executive. This means all services are required to work together collectively and cohesively. However, there are also other key factors to also consider Mcara.L (2010) suggest that youth crime and serious offending is associated to “vulnerability” and “social adversity”. This implies early identification is crucial to outline the risk factors to children. Although this is not always possible. Therefore, more needs to be done Mclara.L (2010) proposes that vital moments in the early years of Childs life are fundamental parts in shaping the person life. This signifies the upbringing factors such as environmental, sociological, and psychological can impact a youth. 
However, the aim behind this research is to understand the importance of rehabilitation. The importance of child and adolescent brain development and juvenile offending. According to Edwards (2017) during the middle years (10-15 years) and adolescence (up to 25 years) the brain endures significant development. The prefrontal cortex is the part of the brain which is responsible for decision making, planning, controlling impulses and allocating attention. Meaning these are the areas that take the longest to fully mature. However, changes for many young people can impact the person behaviour. According to Edwards (2017) these include the capacity to understand concepts such as laws, condes, and social conducts. Meaning they do not fully understand the importance and value in policies and legislation and what their purposes are. Edwards (2017) suggest difficulties with impulse and behaviour control, increased tendencies to pursue reward and sensation-seeking behaviour. Meaning that they do not always see the danger with their actions and the impact it can have. Suggesting that they have the tendency to actively be involved in crime. Another example according to Edwards (2017) is susceptibility to peer pressure. Meaning that they can be easily influenced and persuaded to participate in bad behaviour. Edwards (2017) suggests that the key principles of an effective Youth Justice system is that society goal must be crime prevention. Meaning addressing the underlying causes of crime by intervening amongst disadvantaged individuals, families, and communities. Edwards (2017) early offending can lead to sustained contact with the justice system. Meaning that youth offending generally peaks into late adolescent. This can lead to decline into adulthood. 
Edwards (2017) suggests that we must recognise that not all young people offend. For those who meet the criminal justice system we need to commit to rehabilitation. Meaning that criminal reform is the focus in building people to lead a successful life and redeeming themselves.   



Method 
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.
The study design that has been chosen is based on public perception on the criminal justice system. The reason that this has been chosen is the fact that in today society young people are participating criminal activities because of sociological. Therefore, the relevance is very current and plays a major role in the community and does shape the world we live in. 
Ensuring that having relevant facts and figures that are past and present, will provide the opportunity to understand how crime has evolved. Meaning that there is a mores situational awareness for young people. 
The method that will be used for the research will be surveys. This is where primary data will be gathered which will allow graphs and diagrams to be created. Having these statistics visually will in fact allow critical evaluation. For data to be collected asking anyone over the age of 18 and above to participate in the online survey. That is why is creating an online survey will target the wider audience and have more people take part and complete it. Prior, to creating the survey, it is crucial that research is conducted so that the best questions can be asked. By creating the survey as anonymous this will also allow people to answer freely and honestly.
When conducting the research ensuring only credible sources is vital as all the information must be truthful. This will allow the research to be fair and non-bias as it not about personal views. The aim of the research is to understand the public feelings and understanding general view. Therefore, this will allow recommendations to be made. This could also change the way that the public view things. Does society need to be more forgiving or does less anger need to be spread over social media platforms. 

 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims.
Aim
” A critical analysis of why children and young people engage in crime in South Wales”. 
Objective 
· Identify the main influential factors to commit crime in adolescence.
· Evaluate the public perception regarding why children and young people commit crime in South Wales. 
· Propose recommendations for reducing youth crime in South Wales.  

 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? 
The research issue that is being looking at is current. Therefore, looking at primary data which is gathered from surveys completed by members of the public will be how the data be gathered. This will allow graphs and statistics to be formed. This will allow critical evaluations to happen where the findings will form a generalised opinion. This will allow the opportunity to create recommendations for the services available. Meaning that Government, local authority, and public can implement change. This will further help and support young people. 

Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. 
The people that will be sampled will be anyone over the age of 18. Due to being public opinion anyone willing participate can complete this. Therefore, generating a survey which can be done online and posted on social media will help. This will allow the data to be gathered. Ensuring explanation on views on criminological and sociological theories is important. Educating the reader to then complete the survey is a fair way to ensure all academic facts are outlined. 

Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  
One ethical issue is having approval from the governing board. Therefore, ensuring that all facts are honest and academic is important. Ensuring the question of the paper is clear. Another ethical issue needed to be considered is the audience. Maintaining confidentiality so that people feel safe is important. This will allow people to be truthful and have freedom of speech without feeling judged. Another concern some people can be bias. In addition, ensuring a fair audience to participate in the survey is important. This will help with the rationale of the study and help for the findings. 

 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?
The aim of the research is to gather quantitative data this will be produced by a survey. Ensuring primary data is used is crucial. Therefore, gathering primary data will enable the research to answer the specific topic and questioned asked. Tailoring the approach this way will enable the research to support the recommendations and argument. Therefore, allowing for a critical analysis to be formed and produced by ensuring statistics are created. Meaning that pie charts and graphs can be formed. This will enable for an effective evaluation on any trends indicated after the questionnaire.


Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
The anticipated timelines for the dissertation if the proposal is successful will needed to be divided. Therefore, knowing all the core elements required is important. Both ethics forms and proposal need be completed by the 7th of October. 
The next part will be the introduction which will be completed by the 21st of October.
The literature review will be needed to be completed by the 18th of November.
Next the research methodology will need to be submitted by 9th December.
Furthermore, the analysis of results will need to be submitted and collected by the 10th of February.
Lastly the conclusion of my results will need to be written and the recommendation completed by 24th of February.
This will enable me to complete my draft by the 10th of March for my dissertation. This will allow changes and corrections to be made. Before the final submission on the 1st of May.

Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  
The main purpose of this study is to fully understand the public view in society today. The reason for this is a current issue that continuously young people are viewed to be heavily involved in crime. Therefore, understanding both viewpoints on young people struggling within system and how difficult it is for young people in society.  The research will allow a full understanding of the public perception of the criminal justice system. That is why understanding a criminological viewpoint for why criminals commit the crimes they do is important. Does society have empathy for these young people and children who are continuously in and out the system. Suggesting that society tends to not give many young people opportunities. 
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