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	Title of Dissertation:
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Charity begins at home: the failure of local Cistercians to convert the Cathars of southern France


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

This dissertation intends to provide an analysis of the question posed by Constance Berman, "Does the failure of outside Cistercians to convert heretics back to orthodoxy reflect a failure, for instance in charitable activities, of the local Cistercians?", in her review of Beverley Kienzle’s, Cistercians, Heresey and Crusade in Occitania. 
It will focus on the Cistercian Abbey of Villelongue, which provided four abbots who participated in the Albigensian Crusade, which brought them great reward and contributed to their growth over the following two centuries. If sources allow, it will contrast their activities with the Cistercian nuns of Rieunette, who, unsurprisingly, appear to have been more removed from these events.
In addition, it will make comparisons with the relative success of Dominic in nearby Fanjeaux, who openly criticised the extravagance of the Cistercian mission.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Much has been written of the active role played by prominent Cistercians during the Albigensian Crusade. From Bernard of Clairvaux, through to Henry of Marcy and Arnaud Amaury, we have a strong understanding of the role played by these defenders of Catholic faith. However, in contrast, there exists a paucity of research into the response of local Cistercian foundations during this period. In order to do so, it will focus on the activities of the Cistercian Abbey of Villelongue, through an analysis of the cartulary records of the foundation and references to their involvement in the crusade, as recorded in the accounts of William of Puylaurens, William of Tudela and his anonymous continuator, and Peter of les Vaux-de-Cernay. Throughout this process, the author will attempt to provide answers to the question posed by Constance Berman, "Does the failure of outside Cistercians to convert heretics back to orthodoxy reflect a failure, for instance in charitable activities, of the local Cistercians?". In comparison, it will look at the activities of the Cistercian women’s foundation in Rieunette and the relative success achieved by St. Dominic in the nearby town of Fanjeaux and his foundation of the convent at Prouilhe for converted Cathar women. This paper will seek to provide an insight into the actions of local Cistercian houses in the Carcassonne region of southern France and understand to what extent they were influenced by their benefactors from the North. Constance Berman’s, The Cistercian Evolution, has provided a wealth of new information regarding the economic growth of the southern Cistercian foundations, and through a focus on the houses based in the Carcassonne area this paper will evaluate to what extent these “Angels of God” became more concerned with financial gain. If so, could it be, as has been suggested, that the Cistercian Order felt threatened by Cathar ascetism, which reminded them of their founding values?
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