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[bookmark: _Toc223952247]E-Portfolio Link
This document provides evidence of my online e-portfolio created for the Learning in the Digital Era module. The portfolio was created using a website builder to organize each assignment task on separate pages. The e-portfolio includes my written summary, academic poster, mind map, and virtual collaboration research. It demonstrates my ability to use digital tools to present academic work in a clear and structured way.  
Site link: https://sites.google.com/view/kaydenreid/home 
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[bookmark: _Toc223952248]Task 1 – Essential Skills Summary
Essential academic and professional skills are crucial for success in both higher education and future employment. In the field of computing, skills such as digital literacy, communication, teamwork, and problem-solving are particularly important. These abilities help students manage academic tasks and prepare for real-world workplace environments.
Digital literacy is a key skill for computing students because it allows them to effectively use technologies, software tools, and online learning platforms. According to research, strong digital skills enable students to access information, collaborate online, and develop technical competence required in modern workplaces [1]. In addition, communication skills are essential because computing professionals must explain technical ideas clearly to colleagues, managers, and clients.
Teamwork is another important skill because many technology projects are completed collaboratively. Working in teams allows individuals to share knowledge, solve problems efficiently, and develop interpersonal skills that are valued by employers [2]. Problem-solving and critical thinking are also necessary in computing careers, as professionals must analyze complex issues and develop effective solutions.
Developing these skills during university study will help prepare graduates for their careers. Employers increasingly seek graduates who possess both technical knowledge and transferable skills such as collaboration, adaptability, and digital competence. By improving these abilities, students can increase their employability and perform effectively in professional environments.
[bookmark: _Toc223952249]Summary
My Turnitin similarity score was approximately 15%. This indicates that most of the content is original, but some similarities occur due to references and commonly used academic phrases. To improve my similarity score in the future, I could paraphrase sources more effectively and use a wider range of references. I would also check the similarity report earlier to make improvements before final submission. Based on the Generic Assessment Criteria, I would award my work 65%. The work demonstrates relevant research, clear structure, and correct references, but it could be improved by including more academic sources and deeper critical analysis.

[bookmark: _Toc223952250]Task 2 – Mind Map & Academic Poster
[bookmark: _Toc223952251]Academic Poster
This academic poster highlights the importance of teamwork for both academic success and future career development. Effective teamwork skills such as communication, collaboration, leadership, and conflict resolution are essential in many professional environments. The poster summarizes key ideas from research about how teamwork supports learning outcomes and improves productivity in the workplace.
Figure 2: Academic Poster – Importance of Teamwork for Academic and Career Success
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[bookmark: _Toc223952252]Mind Map
The mind map was created as part of a collaborative team activity to identify the key elements of effective teamwork. It highlights important factors such as communication, leadership, collaboration, and conflict resolution which contribute to successful teamwork in academic and professional settings.
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[bookmark: _Toc223952254]Task 3 – Automatic Referencing Tool
[bookmark: _Toc223952255]Virtual Collaboration Summary
Virtual collaboration refers to people working together using digital technologies instead of meeting in the same physical location. In modern education and workplaces, virtual collaboration has become increasingly important due to the growth of online communication tools and remote working environments. Platforms such as video conferencing software, cloud storage, and shared online documents allow individuals to communicate, share information, and work on projects together from different locations [1].
One of the main advantages of virtual collaboration is that it allows teams to work together regardless of geographical distance. This provides greater flexibility for both students and professionals. For example, students can collaborate on group assignments using shared online documents, while businesses can organize meetings through video conferencing platforms. According to research, digital collaboration tools improve communication and allow team members to exchange ideas efficiently in real time [2].
Another benefit of virtual collaboration is improved productivity. When teams are able to share resources online and communicate instantly, they can complete tasks more quickly and efficiently. Many organizations now rely on collaboration platforms such as project management systems and communication tools to manage tasks and track progress. These technologies support teamwork and allow individuals to remain connected even when working remotely.
However, virtual collaboration also presents some challenges. Communication may sometimes be less effective when people are not meeting face-to-face, which can lead to misunderstandings or reduced engagement. In addition, technical issues such as internet connectivity problems or unfamiliarity with digital tools may affect collaboration. To overcome these challenges, teams must develop strong digital communication skills and establish clear expectations for collaboration.
For students studying computing and digital technologies, developing virtual collaboration skills is particularly important. Many modern workplaces use remote or hybrid working models, meaning employees must be comfortable using digital tools to communicate and collaborate with colleagues. By learning how to work effectively in virtual teams during their studies, students can develop valuable professional skills that will support their future careers.
Overall, virtual collaboration plays a significant role in modern education and professional environments. It allows people to communicate effectively, share knowledge, and work together regardless of location. As technology continues to develop, virtual collaboration will remain an essential skill for both academic success and future employment.


[bookmark: _Toc223952256]Figure 4: Citation generator in Google Scholar used to create automatic references

This screenshot shows the citation generation feature available in Google Scholar. The tool automatically generates references in multiple citation styles, allowing users to quickly copy and organize sources for academic writing. Automatic referencing tools help ensure references are formatted correctly and save time when creating bibliographies.
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Creating this e-portfolio helped me develop my understanding of digital skills used in both academic study and professional environments. During this assignment I researched important topics such as essential employment skills, teamwork, and virtual collaboration. I also learned how to present information using digital tools by creating a poster, mind map, and an online portfolio. In addition, I used referencing tools such as Google Scholar to generate citations correctly using the IEEE referencing style. Overall, the e-portfolio helped improve my digital literacy, research skills, and ability to organize and present academic work using online platforms.
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Conclusion

Developing teamwork skills is essential for success in both academic and professional environments.
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