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Dissertation Proposal: Comparing anti-Semitism in Modern Germany within the 21st Century to Germany between the years 1930 to 1940.
Anti-Semitism has been a major issue throughout the history of German society. The period in which anti-Semitism was most prevalent was during the 1930’s when the Nationalist Socialist party was the leading power in the German government. This was one of the hardest periods for the Jewish people as they were persecuted for their religious beliefs and practices and later punished with use of concentration camps and other atrocities. Although Germany has made a massive step to remember the cruelty which occurred during this horrible period in their history by building and funding many memorials and museums, there still remains a division of German society today which still harbours these anti-Semitic viewpoints. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This dissertation aims to research into anti-Semitism which prevails in modern German society and to try and compare it to the anti-Semitism ideology which was popular in Germany during the period of the 1930’s. One of the key themes which I aim to explore in this dissertation paper will be to see if there are any similarities in the anti-Semitic viewpoints between the German people during the 1930’s and those living in the modern era. 
To explore this key theme of exploring the similarities between the German people of the 1930’s and the modern era I will use both literary sources and online sources. For my literary sources I will be turning to scholars who have published many informative books regarding anti-semitism and Judaism as a whole. One of the most well-known scholars which I will be turning to in my dissertation will be the Professor and Rabbi Dan Cohn-Sherbok. He has published many books regarding the history of anti-Semitism which took place in both the history of Germany and Europe. 
In the book ‘The Crucified Jew: Twenty Centuries of Christian anti-Semitism’ by Dan Cohn-Sherbok, he discusses the many different ways in which anti-Semitism was prevalent during both medieval Europe and Germany during the 1930’s[footnoteRef:1]. This would be an important resource for my research as I will be able to explore the different viewpoints and methods in which anti-Semitism manifested during German society during this period. [1:  (Cohn-Sherbok, 1997. P.43)] 

Another book by Dan Cohn-Sherbok which I will be using in my research for this dissertation paper will be ‘The Paradox of Anti-Semitism’. Alongside his book ‘The Crucified Jew’, this discusses in depth the many periods in which anti-Semitism takes place. This book contains chapters on both the period of the Holocaust[footnoteRef:2] and anti-Semitism which takes place in the modern day. This would be a vital resource as it relates directly to the periods in which my paper aims to research into.  [2:  (Cohn-Sherbok, 2006. Chapter 20)] 



I will also be using online resources for my research in this dissertation paper. I will be aiming to use online sources so that I can access up to date news articles and other information sources regarding modern anti-Semitism which remains in Germany. An example of this can be seen from an article published online by the German news publisher ‘DW News’, in this article it states that in Germany during 2017 there were on average over four recorded anti-Semitic crimes caused daily. The article continues to discuss how these anti-Semitic crimes are being caused by those who have far right ideologies and hate Jews[footnoteRef:3]. Articles like this will give me an insight on how anti-Semitism still remains in modern German society.  [3:  Deutsche Welle (www.dw.com). Germany averaged four anti-Semitic crimes per day in 2017, report says | News | DW | 11.02.2018. [ONLINE] Available at: http://www.dw.com/en/germany-averaged-four-anti-semitic-crimes-per-day-in-2017-report-says/a-42538545. [Accessed 23 May 2018].] 

To summarize, this dissertation paper aims to compare anti-Semitism in Germany both during the modern 21st century and the period of the 1930’s. Throughout this paper I will be looking at both literature and online sources to find key information to explore how German society has changed its anti-Semitic viewpoints over these two periods. One of the main scholar’s works which I will be exploring in this paper will be Professor Dan Cohn-Sherbok with his many informative books regarding anti-Semitism. 
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