Reflective Review
Critical reflection of the project and its defence:

My Project is about CLEAR who is campaigning for the UK government to Legalise and regulate cannabis for medical purpose. This is a company that has been founded since 1999 and they are still fighting for the same cause. CLEAR is calling for the UK government to regulate the UK cannabis industry by Taxing the UK Cannabis market, and getting dealers off the streets by protecting and regulating. The Government had been listening with deaf ears and had made it clear that it is not going to legalise cannabis and also not decriminalised it. CLEAR has set out plans as to how the government can regulate and put policies in place which will help generate revenue for the government and can also spend it back into communities (CLEAR, 2013).
If I was to carry out an advert for the Organisation, I would increase more of the NHS and some government agencies images as this is a private work and not for commercial purpose, I will not be breaching any copyright and trademark laws (UKCCS, 2000). Also as a Petition has forced MPs to debate cannabis legalisation in parliament the government has finally admitted cannabis has a medicinal effect (Jones, 2016).
[bookmark: _GoBack]As there have been a couple of petitions that have  gone to parliament, one that has gathered over 150000 signatories, that force MPs debating it in parliament, another communication tool that could be used is to try and arrange a face to face with the health minister, also to involve celebrities maybe a video link from one such as Morgan Freeman who suffers from fibromyalgia and uses cannabis to relieve pain (Muckian, 2016). TV advertising will be another good thing to change the public perception towards cannabis as many people do not really know the facts about cannabis, all they hear is only the negative aspect.
I hope the poster will create more campaigns and change the mind set of people and create more support for the legalisation of cannabis so that the government will look at all the facts that is brought forward, the system the government used to regulate alcohol and tobacco industry, it can use the same system to regulate cannabis, as evidence shows that there is less harm in cannabis than originally thought.
CLEAR has taken the Freeman’s theory that “The basic idea is that businesses, and executives who manage them, actually do and should create value for customers, suppliers, employees, communities, and financier’s shareholders” (Jawad 2016). This is an organisation that does not promote, condone or encourage breaking the law, all it does is advocate a change in the law by legal means, it has not put profit in front but instead put its customers and clients in front of their business. It is not calling for the government to legalise the use and sale of cannabis but instead legalise and regulate it for medical use which will help communities and put dealers out of business.
The government has an ethical responsibility to look into the argument that is being brought forward, as there is enough evidence that alcohol and tobbaco kills.
According to (Leyshon, 2016). More than 8000 alcohol related deaths in the UK in 2014 alone, it cost England around 21billion a year in alcohol related issues, 3.5billion going to the NHS,11billion going to alcohol related crimes and 7.3billion loss of work and productivity cost, this is England alone we are talking about, the rest of the UK is not even mentioned here, and yet still the Government look at Cannabis as the worst of all.
2. Knowledge and skills development in exercise
Going to the Art school was a different experience, as I like talking to people I got a different experience of verbal communication skills with the art students. When I discussed my idea it was hard for them to understand as I am not good in drawing, the message came to them with lots of information, then I had to take a pen and paper to sketch something to them that made a bit easy for them to understand, as they know more about advertising it was easy for them to put the message in a simple way with little bits of pictures and lots of information.
Problem solving was another skill I improved on, when one of the art students came up with a different idea from which I suggested for my poster, for me it was not giving me the message I wanted to send out instead it looked like something easy for him to get the job done, I had to sketch on a piece of paper for him to get the message I was trying to send out, after taking a good look at the sketch he came to understand what kind of message I was trying to send to the public, we both came to an agreement of what kind of images he was going to include in the poster.
After 3 days I contacted the art student by sending a text message for an update about the progress of the poster, I had no reply but then I thought maybe they are having lectures or busy working on the poster, so I decided to give them time. Two days later I phoned and left a message on the phone but yet still I had no reply. I then asked some of the boys in the group regarding their posters with the art students, they were having the same problems I was  having no response from them. I reported the issues I was having to my lecturer Mrs Jawad, who advised me to try and create my own poster, at this time it was a bit too late, but nothing was going to put me off from coming up with something. I managed to look online and found a few images which did send a similar message to the one I advised the art student to help me create but it will not be as strong as I wanted it to be but was easy to understand the message. I was very disappointed but it did not stop me from solving the problem by creating my own poster.
I went on to develop my research skills by looking into different sources through secondary research, I looked at the legalisation of cannabis in the UK and found out that MPs and peers had actually concluded a debate in September 2016 to legalise cannabis in the UK for medical purpose (Peck, 2016). Also in my poster there is a writing image giving you the difference between alcohol, tobacco and cannabis that can make people have a better idea of what harm these 3 have.
Through my research it shows that the government knows for a fact that cannabis has more benefit than harm as originally thought. In my opinion they do not want to concede defeat as with all the billions spent on war on drugs yet still the outcome of cannabis has become the opposite. My research skills also got me to a point where I know the government might one day eventually legalise cannabis for medical purpose. According to (Hooton, 2016). There has been a ground breaking result in the fight against cannabis reform which could be crucial to the movement, that the government agency that is responsible for medicines, the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has found that Cannabidiol (CBD) which accounts for up to 40% of extract, has a “restoring, correcting or modifying” effect when administered on humans.
I come to understand with the secondary research carried out that If the government had looked  deeply into to this to take steps to regulate it by creating and inspectorate to stand as a government agency, also doctors being able to prescribe medical cannabis, introducing retail sales by licensing it based on the alcohol and tobacco industry, a similar way of taxing just like tobacco and alcohol model which is essential, cannabis cafes might be difficult but if retailers want to have an outdoor smoking area in their cafes that is fine, domestic and commercial cultivation can be over seen by local council to put rates on the amount of plant or area one is cultivating, advertising and promotion can also be similar to that imposed by alcohol and tobacco with the point of sales promotion and packaging will have the same harm messages such as tobacco, this will generate millions if not billions to the UK economy to help communities to put dealers out of business and to educate young children about the harm of early smoking or drinking to avoid going to prison at an early age.
Recommendations for poster improvement:
As this assignment was to have a different experience with the art students, if I was to do the assignment again I will make sure I look at what kind of group I will be joining so I will not have the same disappointment I had and make sure my poster had the same images I had planned previously, as the poster I have created was a basic message for people to understand, rather than a strong message so people can start looking cannabis in a different way.
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