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Field report, Semester 2, 2017/18

	This report details the subjects covered in the War in History, Crusading in the Middle Ages and Doing History lectures during the course of Semester 2 of the academic year 2017/18 and explains what was taught, how and what was gained from it. Further, it shall explain the Graveyard Survey that was conducted as a part of the Doing History lectures and the information that can be gleaned from gravestones and other such monuments, both in terms of witting and unwitting testimony and provide case studies to help illustrate the use of these methods in practice.
	The lectures for the War in History module were taught in the standard lecture pattern of an interactive discussion accompanied by PowerPoint slides. In this way, the lectures were well presented and conveyed useful and intriguing information that made the subject quite enjoyable to learn. However, while the lecture ‘Warfare in the Ancient World’ was presented in this manner—as were most—there are notable exceptions. Courtesy of the re-enactment societies of the University, further background information was proffered on the equipment used in both the Napoleonic Wars and the medieval era with replica equipment provided as part of the demonstrations. Included in the equipment demonstrated for the Napoleonic Wars were a soldiers’ uniform, flintlock musket, the various bags that the victims who had to wear them were afflicted with—many with the result of suffering Bell’s Palsy—and a replica bayonet. Fascinating as this all is, more was still to come when the re-enactors again volunteered to help demonstrate the intricacies of medieval warfare, including the various forms of weapons that were available and the methods of keeping those tools of agony out of the human body. These demonstrations helped to provide an experience that was both thoroughly enjoyable and gave an insight into the past that books, although informative, probably are not the best medium to communicate when compared to experience.
In these various manners the eras of history from the Ancient World to the modern era were covered, from the fighting styles of the Ancient Greeks (or, more specifically, Athenians) and the debate about what the evidence for the use of the phalanx by Athenian soldiers. After this, the order of events shifted to the development of military stratagems and equipment from the 17th to 18th centuries and the repercussions this had on the nations of Europe and the wars that were the catalyst for this, particularly the War of the Grand Alliance and the War of the Spanish Succession that was covered over the course of several lectures. Included in this was an overview of the career of John Churchill the First Duke of Marlborough, a commander who—while not innovative in terms of strategy or technology used—did have a highly impactful career that started in the Monmouth Rebellion led by James Scott, the illegitimate son of King Charles II. From there, Marlborough’s career extended throughout the War of the Spanish Succession and took him over much of Western Europe, ultimately joining the Duke of Savoy and defeating the Bavarians in the Battle of Blenheim.
While the armies and leaders of the War of the Spanish Succession were covered in as much detail as an overview can afford, one very interesting aspect that was covered were the fortresses used in the War. Built at the same time as the English Civil War, these Star Forts were constructed under the oversight of the French siege engineer Vauban. For illustrating this section of the lectures, aerial photography and illustrations of the fortresses in question—particularly the specimen at Lille—were used to demonstrate how these impressive structures were put together and how they functioned, while the wider historiographical context explained why these structures were required. Further explained was the emergence of guerrilla warfare and its use in the Peninsula War, with a more expanded case study in the form of the Irish War of Independence and the effectiveness of the tactics against the British Army. Noteworthy as these are, however, it was not just the strongholds of the 18th century that were covered in the lectures of this semester, but also the strongholds of the crusader orders in Palestine as a part of the lectures on warfare in the Middle Ages, although these were not in the context of War in History, but of the Crusades.
	The second Module of the Semester was Crusading in the Middle Ages and covered in this were the Reconquista, the Albigensian Crusade, all nine Crusades to the Holy Land (depending on the numbering system used), the Wendish Crusade and various miscellaneous other conflicts that could be described as Crusades, depending on the definitions used. Expanded on this were the benefits that the mixing of cultures in the East from European colonization of Palestine and the Muslim locals brought to the West, hospitals and many classical texts preserved in Arabic, to name a few. Particularly interesting (and somewhat amusingly) was the description of how the Crusaders captured a city in the Nile Delta called Damietta, having first used a makeshift floating castle to capture the Tower of Damietta that protected the river leading to the city during the course of the Fifth Crusade… And how the Muslim forces retook the city after it fell unexpectedly quickly to the Crusader forces again in the Ninth Crusade by using river boats carried across the wilderness on the backs of camels to cut off the Crusaders’ retreat.
	The third module of the Semester probably was the most intriguing in that it covered, not history directly, but how we can learn about the events that make up history, both in terms of exhibits and research from primary sources and witting and unwitting testimony. In terms of witting testimony, this was centred around what can be learned from direct accounts and eyewitness descriptions of the time, an example being letters that people sent one another at that time or articles in newspapers and other such publications. In these cases, the reader would have to be careful to account for the biases of the writer (what a jilted wife might write about her husband, for instance). Unwitting testimony is somewhat different in that it is not someone actively discussing their own experiences but other factors, such as census and immigration or emigration records and what conclusions can be drawn from them by the historian, a population increase could be testament to a period of bounty not otherwise recorded in available documents or a sudden wave of immigration to a specific region.
	History, however, still needs to be presented and by doing so, it can be taught. As such, how history has been showcased was also covered in lectures. From relics in the Middle Ages to 19th century museums, both the presentation of artefacts and the wider context of the museums were explored and why, from the medieval practice of touching relics for a miraculous healing to appeasing the public’s curiosity, educating the masses and—in the case of one Liverpool museum—keeping them out of the pubs. Display the nation’s heritage as they were supposed to, this sadly did not always work out as expected, as in the case of one exhibit, curators were being pestered to allow an artefact to be used as a relic as in the medieval era until, ‘As their faith in the efficacy of the Stone could not be shaken, and they were loath to go away without being allowed to try this, in their behalf, unfailing remedy, opposition was finally, and not without some hesitation, withdrawn, and the ancient implement placed in their hands.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ‘Medicine’ at the Museums,’ Bulletin of the Liverpool Museums, (Vol. 1, No. 1), Henry Young & Sons: Liverpool, (1897) p. 28] 

[image: ][image: ]	As the significance of artefacts, monuments and other such objects can be of great importance to the historian, one of the final parts of the module was a tour of the local graveyard to demonstrate how such monuments can be read and what can be learned from them. Below are the gravestones of Benjamin Davies (Figs. 1 and 2) and John Davies (Figs. 3 and 4). These two gravestones were singled out as examples on the tour and for good reason: while not representative of the majority of the graves, many of which are carved on what appears to be slate, both men were of wealthy stock and as such could afford to make their gravestones much more expressive in terms of art work than was possible for most and use them as status symbols. What these gravestones represent can be more fully understood by examining the carvings on them, particularly the flowers engraved on them and the styling of the cross at the top of the monument. Gravestones like these testify not only to the cultural trends of the era, but also the personal beliefs of the individual (or, more accurately, how they wished to be remembered). In contrast, John Davies chose to be interred with an urn on his grave, advertising his desire to be remembered as an academic. One thing both have in common is that both men, despite [image: ]being predeceased by their wives were both given priority over them in the epitaphs.Figure 2 Gravestone of Benjamin Davies, top section, taken in St. Peter's Church Graveyard, Lampeter
Figure 3 Gravestone of John Davies, top section, photo taken in St. Peter's Church Graveyard, Lampeter

Figure 1 Benjamin Davies' Grave, St. Peter's, Lampeter.

[bookmark: _GoBack]While this practice of assessing monuments as one would any other primary source was demonstrated on graves, the scrutiny that would reveal this sort of information is applicable elsewhere. Memorials from the First World War, cathedrals, banks and other such structures can say much about the times they were built in and more than just what a plaque on a wall might have written on it. One good example of this is the National Library of Wales, which with its grey, yet artistic facing harks back to the days of the British Empire, which is fitting as the original charter was issued in 1907 and the sight first occupied in 1916[footnoteRef:2]. Later renovations alone make it obvious that the building was important enough the not only maintain, but to expand and prepare for newer collections and provide expanded storage. [2:  National Library of Wales, ‘About the National Library of Wales’, https://www.library.wales/about-nlw/about-us/about-nlw/ (Accessed: 24/05/2018)] 

	In summary, over the course of the past Semester new topics have been covered from the War of the Spanish Succession to the Peninsula War and from the First Crusade to the end of the Reconquista and this report has attempted to outline what has been taught in the lectures and seminars that the tuition for these were mainly set in. With these were taught the methods of conducting independent research into topics via primary source appraisal and how to read monuments and other such structures as primary sources in their own right.Figure 4 John Davies' Grave, St. Peter's, Lampeter.
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