What will happen to transport in a ‘No Deal Brexit’ situation?
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1. Introduction
Brexit means different things to different people. But right now, “a ‘No Deal Brexit’ means that there would be no formal agreement reached during the negotiations between the UK and the EU, which are taking place under the terms of Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty” (BBC News, 2018). Even if there is no deal under Article 50, it is in the best interest of both the UK and the EU to keep a formal relationship for trade, tourism and every other industry that works across the borders. But if the government fail to come to an agreement there is very little time to create and alternative strategy before the UK leaved the EU in March 2019. As it stands, there is Free movement (the right to live, study, work and retire anywhere in the EU) between the borders of each EU country. A ‘No Deal’ could cause huge delays and costs to travel between the borders of the UK and the EU (BBC News, 2018).


2. What’s Brexit going to mean for tourism in general if there is a ‘No Deal’?

2.1 Cars

Some predict that UK driving licences may no longer be valid in the EU if there is a no deal situation, this would mean that drivers would need to get a permit for the country they intend to drive in (The Independent, 2018). The AA leapt on the implications for holidaymakers, who would need to obtain two separate permits to drive to some countries, including France and Spain. “This will be an extra burden for UK drivers wanting to take a holiday abroad,” said Edmund King, the AA’s president. These permit requirements will affect tourism as people may think twice about going to an EU country as it is an extra cost and effort to obtain these new permits (Sky News 2018).
2.2 Passports
One of the most noticeable changes after Brexit, whatever the outcome may be, will be the change in the colour of the British passport. They will go from the burgundy colour we have today back to the blue/black colour they used to be before the switch in 1988 (BBC News, 2018). This change will begin in October of 2019. Some may be pleased with the change such as the older generation who are the main body who voted for leave and want things to go back to how they were before the UK became part of the EU. However, this change is short-sighted as lines will be longer and tougher for both UK citizens wanting to visit EU countries. And for EU citizens wanting to visit the UK.
2.3 Visitor numbers
[bookmark: _GoBack]After the referendum in 2016, tourism into the UK saw record numbers. The vote caused the pound to fall meaning it was cheaper and more attractive to vacation in the UK for foreign tourists. “By March 2018, overseas visitors had spent a record £24.6 billion in 12 months, which was 6% up from the previous year” (BBC News, 2017).
While Brexit has been good for tourism into the UK, the opposite can be said for UK tourism to the EU. Since the vote in 2016 the UK has seen a rise in “staycations”. “ABTA have seen the number of domestic holidays in the UK increased by 71% in 2016” (The Travel Magazine, 2018) This has been the result of the decrease in the pound. It is now much cheaper to stay in the UK and spend money that would have been spent on vacation abroad is now being spent on meals out, weekends away and city breaks (The Economist, 2018).

These staycations are also having a big impact of EU counties who rely on tourism such as France and Spain. ABTA did some research into the value of the UK tourist in the EU and found that UK tourists are worth €37.4 billion a year to EU member states. The most popular destination for British tourists in 2017 was Spain with 19m Britons visiting the country, with France in second place (The Conversation, 2018).
With such a large value, it is in the interest of both the UK and the EU to keep travel between both states as normal as possible to both countries can benefit.

3. What’s Brexit going to mean for air travel to and from the UK if there is a ‘No Deal’?

As things stand, the UK can operate any air route within the EU, but when the UK leaves the EU the rules will not be so relaxed, and flights will have more rules and regulations on where they can fly and land each plane. Without a deal, the UK could experience massive flight delays until UK and EU-licensed airlines negotiate hundreds of new air service agreements within a revised regulatory framework (The Conversation, 2018). The UK and EU may be able to come up with an agreement that is knows as a “bare bone” agreement on air travel, however individual EU countries could decide not to agree to this which would put a stop to travel between the UK and some EU countries completely. So independent countries need to agree new landing and flying space rules with the UK after Brexit. 
If a no deal Brexit happens, EU licenced airlines will need two separate agreements to fly to the UK: a Foreign Carrier permit and Safety Authorisation from the UK Civil Aviation Authority. All UK-licensed airlines would also need both permissions to fly to the EU, and explicit safety authorisation from the European Aviation Safety Agency (Edgell and Swanson, n.d.). EU-licensed airlines with UK ownership would also need to reconsider how to negotiate route licences. Airlines owned by the UK but registered in the EU, for example, British airways is a British airline but is owned by International Airlines Group whose head office is in Spain (Iairgroup.com, 2018), will need to renegotiate routes, landing and licences. 

“The biggest fear has to be if at the eleventh hour and fifty-ninth minute there is a complete cessation and breakdown, and a shutdown of air travel between the UK and Europe. That is the ultimate worry" (R. Kinnear, 2018). Airlines are still selling flights for after the Brexit date as the hope among all airlines is that some agreement is made as it is in everyone’s best interest again to keep things as normal as possible (BBC News, 2018). What puts passengers’ minds at rest is that “air navigation services will remain under international obligations laid out within the Chicago Convention and the 1944 International Air Services Transit Agreement” (The Conversation, 2018). But there is still a concern that no one knows if flights will take off or land in the immediate aftermath of a no-deal Brexit.

4. What’s Brexit going to mean for travel via the Channel Tunnel to and from the UK if there is a ‘No Deal’?

“Eurotunnel transports 1.6 million trucks, carrying £120bn worth of goods across the Channel each year” said John Keefe, the Eurotunnel’s director of public affairs. The Channel Tunnel transports tourists, goods and services on a schedule when they are needed. Brexit could see additional checks and boarder control which would slow down the process and increase journey time for those using the tunnel. This could result in wasting time and money for tourists, but also waste in product that comes through the tunnel such as flowers that could perish in the hold while waiting for clearance. Loss of production as goods and services could happen as they are not where they need to be in time (Boffey, 2018). 

Technology to prevent delays already exists however, nothing can be planned or built until the UK and EU negotiate the future of trade and boarder control. Only when plans are in place this technology be put in place to help the movement of goods and services. Staff will need to be trained, infrastructure will need to be built and the public will need to be made aware of the new rules and regulations (BBC News, 2018). The transition may not be ready until several years after Brexit, but this should convince the UK government to keep the UK inside the EU customs union to cause as little disruption as possible (The Conversation, 2018). 

5. What should be done to make travel still happen

The way we do things now can’t continue after Brexit. As no one knows what will happen after the UK leaves the EU but there needs to be ideas in circulation that would keep air travel as normal as possible. The tourism is a constantly changing and evolving industry with many who do not agree on what the tourism industry even is. Cooper and Hall argue that “tourism is only partially an industry as governments, communities and others are involved in delivering the tourism product” (Cooper and Hall, 2012). It is an industry that is often affected by events such as economic depressions, natural disasters, terrorism and political unrest. The industry has been able to work its way through many issues in the past and a few suggestions on how it can work its way through this episode are as follows:

a. To keep air travel as normal as possible

In order to mitigate one of the main reasons for Brexit taking place is to control migration. A charge for entering the country is being talked about as a way to control the number of people moving between the countries. Countries such as the USA have an ESTA (Electronic System for Travel Authorization) which “is an automated system that assists in determining eligibility to travel to the United States under the Visa Waiver Program (VWP) and whether such travel poses any law enforcement or security risk” (Cbp.gov, 2018). Each ESTA allows an individual to stay in the US for 90 days and lasts 2 years with a cost of only £10.11. This is done to control they type of people who can visit the US. Each county has the ability to deny an ESTA application if the individual has a criminal record or has overstayed the time limit given on the visa or visa waiver on a previous visit (Cbp.gov, 2018). This is something the UK could implement as it is a small fee for entry, but it is a way for the government to control who comes into the country.

TSA pre-approved lanes could also help with speeding up the movement of people when traveling abroad. “TSA PreCheck is a U.S. government program that allows travellers deemed low-risk by the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) to pass through an expedited security screening at certain U.S. airports” (Parker, 2018). This system used in the states could be implemented to speed up the increased security checks that could be put in place when traveling to and from the EU. A system could be created where frequent travellers have separate lanes to allow them through faster and new travellers need full checks.

Alternatively, the UK and the EU could continue as they have been! The USA and UK agreed on the “open skies” policy. “The arrangement means airlines would continue to fly from the UK to the US after Brexit” (BBC News, 2018). The UK and the EU could continue to allow flights over each country to remain as they are so that no new strategies need to be put in place.


b. To keep travel through the channel tunnel as normal as possible

To use the channel tunnels, tourists have to scan their valid passport and ticket using machines such as the ones in airport immigration. This is something that doesn’t have to change however, the technology for stronger background checks could be implemented. For this to be affective, passports would need to hold more information such as any criminal record, past travel information, whether you have the correct travel documentation or the reasons for travel. This could mean converting passport information to an online system and having a chip in the physical passport book. This would speed up the border check process as the individual can scan their face and passport and within seconds they will be through to the boarding zone. Goods and services could use the same system by having scannable codes on each container.
Another way to keep trade moving as smoothly as possible would be to build extra infrastructure to deal with the undeniable delays. As goods and services will undoubtably take longer to pass security checks to enter the tunnel, extra lanes, checking stations and other forms of infrastructure could be put in place to handle the heavy foot traffic through the tunnel (Sky News, 2018). 

6. Conclusion 

Over time, these issues will become clear and the UK and EU will figure a way to coexist, but British tourists will need to consider more “staycations” as travelling to Europe will become a more expensive and complicated experience. Almost everyone wants things to continue with as little conflict as possible, but “on 29 March 2019 the United Kingdom will leave the European Union” (Brexitdealexplained.campaign.gov.uk, 2018) and with a hard deal, soft deal or a no deal, the UK will find a way to adapt to whatever new legislation the government put in place.
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